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Lincoln Harris

From Lincoln Harris, India Unbound Founder 
After decades of arranging travel experiences for people, one 
thing I still notice is that the possibilities in Sri Lanka, and a large 
country like India in particular, are almost endless.

At India Unbound, what we want to do is help you understand all 
those possibilities and turn them into your ideal holiday. 

We pride ourselves on our knowledge of these two destinations, 
knowledge that we constantly update every year. We continue 
to seek out and visit new accommodation, to hunt out new 
experiences, to meet new guides, to go to new locations and 
test sightseeing and activities. Doing this each and every year 
guarantees that what we present to you is tried and tested and worth including in your trip.  
It also allows us to continue to expand the range of tours and experiences we can offer you. 

The number of journeys and experiences we can create for travellers are too great for one brochure. 
These are some of our favourite recommendations we are sharing with you, to help you navigate 
through the possible options for your tour, but there are so many, many more. I’m delighted to share 
this new brochure with you and to introduce you to even just a few of the possible journeys.

Take these as a guide, but just remember – the possibilities in such remarkable places as India and 
Sri Lanka are endless. We have the knowledge and experience to create the ideal journey for you.

I, and the team at India Unbound, look forward to creating amazing travel experiences for you. 

THE INDIA UNBOUND STORY

4



India Unbound Experience 
Our dedicated team at India Unbound has personally and thoughtfully created a selection of travel 
experiences to share with you, based on decades of travel in India and Sri Lanka. Taking in the ‘must see’ 
destinations but also allowing you to immerse yourself in the sights, smells and flavours of India and  
Sri Lanka. These tours have been based on our favourite destinations, accommodation and travel styles, 
bringing you a series of extraordinary journeys.

The itineraries in this brochure cover the breadth of India – a vast country that differs greatly from state  
to state – and the tropical island so full of possibilities that is Sri Lanka. 

These tours have been put together to illustrate some of the many travel options available in these two 
amazing countries. You should consider them as building blocks, which can be put together in various 
combinations, or tailored to make a journey suit your personal interests. You may wish to spend a few 
extra nights immersing yourself in the more interesting locations, or to finish with an extended stay 
at a beautiful wildlife lodge, beach resort or iconic heritage hotel. Let us know and we will be happy to 
customise your journey. 

We are also excited to include an array of luxury rail and river cruises in this brochure, which can be taken 
in conjunction with any of our land itineraries or enjoyed on their own. 

We hope you find your ideal holiday within these pages, or speak to us about a custom made journey. 

This is India Unbound. 

Our land itineraries are all private 

tours – they are not group tours. 

You will have a private vehicle 

and driver, private sightseeing 

arrangements and tour guides, 

and your own individual 

arrangements and itinerary. 
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India has some of the most interesting and diverse choices of accommodation available 

anywhere. From grand heritage hotels to homestays, boutique hotels and ultra-luxurious 

palaces – they all offer guests something quite special. India Unbound is pleased to offer you 
three accommodation options for your journey with us. Here we have outlined the different 
styles and standards of properties we prefer to use for each option, with an example of each 

style to give you greater understanding of where you will stay during your tour. 

Our three categories of accommodation are mid-range, superior and deluxe. We don’t have 

a budget option. We start at good accommodation and go upwards to great and amazing. 

Whichever category you choose, we are sure you will enjoy where you stay. 

OUR ACCOMMODATION STYLES 

Taj Lake Palace Udaipur
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O P T I O N  1

MID-RANGE

Intimate Heritage Hotels 
Traditional family mansions throughout India have been lovingly 
restored and converted into charming accommodation. Generally 
these hotels have less than 10 rooms, creating a more intimate 
atmosphere than a larger hotel. Each property has its own identity, 
often with a charismatic host or owner.

E X A M P L E  P R O P E R T Y

Dera Mandawa Haveli Jaipur, Rajasthan
The Mandawa family has owned 
this heritage property for 
generations with each generation 
adding new wings in architectural 
styles prevalent at the time. 
Today, guests interact with hosts 
Thakur Durga Singh and Usha 
Kumari and experience the 
lifestyle of a bygone era in this charming hotel with its quiet nooks 
and corners. Each two-level suite is cool, quiet and spacious.

Homestays & B&Bs 
Some of our favourite places to stay, these very special properties 
provide a real insight into the daily life and culture of specific 
locales. The people you meet and get to know here are what  
makes this accommodation so special. We use only a select 
number of properties and we have stayed at all of them ourselves. 
All of them are clean and comfortable, with ensuites and English-
speaking hosts.

E X A M P L E  P R O P E R T I E S

Thikana Delhi 
Located near the arts and cafe 
precinct of Hauz Khas in Delhi, 
the large family home of Atul 
and Sheetal Bhalla has been 
artfully converted into a boutique 
style B&B. With Atul and Sheetal 
on hand to offer dining and 
shopping recommendations, 
Thikana offers a more personal stay in India’s capital 
and is one of our favourite properties in Delhi. 

Nelpura Heritage Homestay Kerala backwaters 
Nelpura is a haven of peace 
and tranquility set on the bank 
of a canal in Kerala’s famous 
backwaters. Guests stay in a 
150-year-old renovated building 
showcasing the fine features of 
traditional Kerala architecture 
and woodcarving, adjoining the 
ancestral home of the host family. The rooms, made  
mostly with seasoned timber, still retain their original  
grandeur. Enjoy traditional home-style Keralan meals in  
the family home. 

Dera Mandawa Haveli Jaipur, Rajasthan
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OUR ACCOMMODATION STYLES 

O P T I O N  2

SUPERIOR

Boutique Hotels and Restored Havelis
The contemporary aesthetic of India can be seen at a range 
of boutique properties and restored havelis. This style of 
accommodation has a more modern feel, using colours and textiles 
that are more distinctive. The atmosphere tends to be less formal, 
which is reflected in an easy-going but no less attentive approach 
to service.

E X A M P L E  P R O P E R T I E S

RAAS Jodhpur, Rajasthan
Another of our favourites, RAAS 
blends striking contemporary 
architecture with traditional stone 
construction to create a totally 
unique hotel experience. Almost 
every room enjoys spectacular 
views of the massive Mehrangarh 
Fort which seemingly looms 
above the property. Perfectly situated in the heart of the 
Old City, the hotel offers two restaurants, a rooftop bar, 
fabulous pool and spa and wellness centre.

A Beach Symphony Marari, Kerala 
An ideal place to relax at the end 
of a journey or to celebrate a 
special occasion, this property 
has only four villas, with the 
beach right at the doorstep, 
tropical garden and swimming 
pool. There’s also the option to 
book their entire private beach 
villa that can accommodate six people and comes with 
the dedicated service of an onsite chef and housekeeper.

Samode Haveli Jaipur, Rajasthan
Samode Haveli is an urban oasis 
in the historic walled city of Jaipur. 
A traditional Indian mansion, it 
is set in a verdant garden with 
suites arranged around a series 
of intimate courtyards. Built 
175 years ago as a residence of 
the rulers of Samode, it is still 
occupied by their descendants, who have converted 
their home into a luxury hotel. Samode Haveli is rich in 
charm and elegance – with a gorgeous pool, bar and 
outside restaurant. 

RAAS Jodhpur, Rajasthan

Samode Haveli Jaipur, Rajasthan
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O P T I O N  3

DELUXE

Grand Heritage Hotels
Breathtakingly beautiful with service that is unsurpassed, India’s 
restored palaces and forts provide the ultimate in luxury stays. 
Experience a royal arrival as rose petals shower down and the 
sound of trumpets welcome you. These architecturally significant 
buildings of yesteryear are now India’s most iconic hotels.

E X A M P L E  P R O P E R T Y

Taj Lake Palace Udaipur
Undoubtedly one of the world’s 
most iconic hotels, this white 
marble former royal pleasure-
palace seems to float on 
Lake Pichola. Enjoy luxurious 
surroundings in a choice of 
rooms and suites with lake views. 
There is a selection of indoor and 
outdoor restaurants and bars and a spa. Mughal-style 
courtyards, intimate dining areas and a swimming pool 
with views of the City Palace set the mood.

Historic Hotels
There are a number of stately and majestic hotels throughout 
India that are landmarks of their respective cities. In addition 
to being linked to important historical events, they have played 
host to presidents and the rich and famous over the course of 
many decades. Over time, careful refurbishment has seen these 
properties become living references to the original architectural 
style while ensuring they retain their place among the most 
luxurious of hotels.

E X A M P L E  P R O P E R T Y

The Imperial Delhi
Relive history at this beautifully 
restored Art Deco heritage hotel 
that was designed in 1934 to be 
one of the grand monuments 
of New Delhi. As India’s 
independence beckoned, the 
hotel became a place of power 
where leaders from Gandhi to 
Lord Mountbatten met to negotiate partition.  
Today it’s one of Delhi’s finest properties featuring 
elegant rooms, an outdoor pool and gardens.

Resorts and Luxury Hotels
Perfect when you need a more conventional style of 
accommodation, luxury resorts and hotels provide a nice contrast 
to the heritage and historic hotels, and with all the familiar comforts 
you expect from top resorts. They are often in spectacular locations 
to encourage you to unwind.

E X A M P L E  P R O P E R T I E S

Amarvilas Agra
The beauty and romance of 
the iconic Taj Mahal will fill your 
stay in Agra at Amarvilas where 
every room and suite has an 
uninterrupted view of this world-
famous site. Opt for a room 
with a balcony for something 
extra special. 

Carnoustie Marari, Kerala
These individual luxury villas are 
a blend of traditional Keralan 
architecture and modern 
features, many with private 
plunge pools. Set on beachfront 
land, the resort features wide 
lawns with coconut trees and 
lush tropical beauty. A multi-
disciplined spa provides a range of treatments including 
Ayurveda. An ideal place to spend a few days relaxing. 

Carnoustie Marari, Kerala
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INDIA
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So far as I am able to judge, nothing 

has been left undone, either by man 

or nature, to make India the most 

extraordinary country that the sun visits 

on his rounds. Nothing seems to have 

been forgotten, nothing overlooked. 

– Mark Twain
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Day 1 
Delhi
On arrival you will be met and 
transferred to your hotel for 
check-in. India’s capital and a city 
of more than 18 million people 
– half of whom appear to have 
come to the airport for your 
arrival – Delhi is a colourful, busy 
city packed with museums, art 
galleries, historic sites, shops and 
bazaars. It would take a lifetime 
to discover all that is Delhi.

Day 2 
Delhi
Spend today sightseeing with 
a local guide. Old Delhi is a mix 
of ancient monuments and 
modern commerce. Visit Jama 
Masjid, the greatest mosque 
in India; take a cycle-rickshaw 
ride through crowded bazaars 
to the famous shopping street 
of Chandni Chowk; visit Raj 
Ghat, the simple memorial 
to Mahatma Gandhi. Explore 
New Delhi, including the 
stately government buildings, 
Presidential Palace and the 
modern Ba’hai temple. End the 
tour at the towering minaret of 
Qutab Minar.

Day 3 
Delhi – Agra
This morning drive to Agra.  
Four hundred years ago, 
two great Mughal monarchs 
transformed the village of Agra 
into a city befitting the glory of 
the mighty Mughal Empire, one 
of them building a monument 
unrivalled for beauty – the 
Taj Mahal. Late afternoon 
visit to Agra Fort, which is an 
architectural wonder itself.

Day 4 
Agra – Jaipur
Wake early to witness the  
Taj Mahal in the early morning 
light. After visiting the Taj with 
an expert local guide, return 
to the hotel for breakfast, 
before beginning the 5-hour 
drive to Jaipur. Stop en route 
at the deserted Mughal city of 
Fatehpur Sikri. The capital and 
‘pink city’ of Rajasthan, Jaipur 
is a friendly, busy town, with 
its palaces and bazaars full of 
jewellery, textiles and folk-based 
arts and handicrafts. 

CLASSIC GOLDEN TRIANGLE
6 DAYS/5 NIGHTS | DELHI – DELHI

Departs: Daily | Tour code: BV16GTC

HARYANA

RAJASTHAN

UTTAR
PRADESH

GOLDEN
TRIANGLE

Agra
Jaipur

New Delhi

This concise tour offers a snapshot of the splendours of 

North India. Experience the chaos and buzz of Delhi, marvel at 

the incomparable Taj Mahal in Agra, explore the mysterious 

deserted Mughal city of Fatehpur Sikri and be amazed by the 

colours and splendours of Jaipur.

HIGHLIGHTS: Amber Fort ■ Sunrise tour of the Taj Mahal  
■ Ride rickshaws through Old Delhi ■ The fabled ‘Pink City’ of 
Jaipur ■ Desert city of Fatehpur Sikri ■ Shop in the local bazaars 
of Jaipur.

MEALS: 5 breakfasts.
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Day 5 
Jaipur
Spend today exploring Jaipur 
with a local guide. Jeep ride 
to Amber Fort, visit the 
photogenic Hawa Mahal (Palace 
of Winds), the still inhabited 
City Palace, and Maharaja Jai 
Singh’s astronomy park. In the 
afternoon, there is the option 
to visit the famous Raj Mandir 
cinema to catch a Bollywood 
film, or to go shopping in the 
local bazaars, where bargaining 
is as much a part of the fun as 
the purchase. 

Day 6 
Jaipur – Delhi
Morning free for some last-
minute shopping and packing. 
This afternoon continue by 
vehicle to Delhi airport for your 
flight home or onward travel 
in India.
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Day 1 
Delhi
On arrival you will be met and 
transferred to your hotel for 
check-in. India’s capital, and 
one of the oldest cities in the 
world, Delhi is a colourful, 
busy metropolis packed 
with museums, art galleries, 
great monuments, shops and 
bazaars. All of the riches of  
India may be found in this 
‘Immortal City’.

Day 2 
Delhi
Spend today sightseeing with 
a local guide. You may like to 
begin in the crowded streets 
of 17th century Shahjahanabad, 
Old Delhi, where a rickshaw 
ride through the laneways to 
Chandni Chowk, affords an 
exciting introduction to India! 
Of course, it would take more 
than a day to discover all that 
is Delhi; if there are particular 
sights or activities that interest 
you, your guide will adjust the 
day’s program to fit.

Day 3 
Delhi – Jaipur
Depart Delhi this morning for 
Jaipur. Popularly known as the 
‘pink city’, Jaipur is the capital 
and largest city of Rajasthan. 
One of the finest planned 

cities of India – built at a time 
when most towns presented 
a chaotic picture of narrow, 
twisting lanes and a confusion 
of forts, temples and dwellings 
– it is now home to some of the 
country’s best heritage hotels.

Day 4 
Jaipur
Spend today exploring Jaipur 
with a local guide. Your tour 
will include visits to the Palace 
of Winds, the still inhabited 
City Palace and Maharaja Jai 
Singh’s astronomy park. In the 
afternoon, explore Jaipur’s 
colourful markets. 

Day 5 
Jaipur
A morning excursion to visit 
the spectacular Amber Fort 
– built from pink and yellow 
sandstone and white marble. 
Upon reaching the fort, make 
the steep ascent by jeep up 
the zigzagging road to Ganesh 
Pol, the gate of this mighty fort. 
This is a highlight of Rajasthan 
for many visitors. Afternoon 
at leisure. 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE IN DEPTH
11 DAYS/10 NIGHTS | DELHI – DELHI

Departs: Daily | Tour code: BV16GTE

HARYANA

RAJASTHAN

UTTAR
PRADESH

GOLDEN
TRIANGLE

Agra

Ranthambhore NP

Jaipur

New Delhi

Karauli/Ramathra

A fabulous introduction to North India and Rajasthan, this 

tour plunges you into the energy and sights of Delhi, explores 

colourful Jaipur’s abundance of landmarks and shops, gives 

you the chance to spot the elusive tiger in Ranthambore and 

takes you to India’s jewel – Agra’s incomparable Taj Mahal.

HIGHLIGHTS: The colour & chaos of Delhi ■ Search for tigers 
with jeep safaris in Ranthambore National Park ■ Breathe in 
the tranquility of rural Rajasthan at Ramathra ■ Explore Jaipur’s 
vibrant city markets ■ The jewel of India – the Taj Mahal.

MEALS: 10 breakfasts, all meals at Ranthambore & Ramathra.
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Day 6 
Jaipur – Ranthambore
This morning drive to the famed 
Ranthambore National Park, 
former hunting grounds of the 
Maharajas of Jaipur. After lunch, 
trek up to the 1,000-year-old 
Rajput Ranthambore Fort, set 
high on a rock cliff above the 
surrounding plain. Explore its 
splendid ruined interiors and 
enjoy the spectacular views 
of the park and its three lakes 
from the ramparts.

Day 7 
Ranthambore
Today you will have morning 
and late afternoon shared jeep 
safaris into the park, where 
there is the possibility of seeing 
the elusive tiger. It is also 
home to a number of other 
animals and a wide variety of 
trees, plants, birds and reptiles. 
During the time you aren’t on 
safari you can relax and enjoy 
your beautiful hotel, great food 
and the slow pace of life in this 
part of India.

Days 8 & 9
Ranthambore – 
Karauli/Ramathra
Enjoy a morning drive through 
rural Rajasthan. Catch a glimpse 
of daily life off-the-beaten-path 
as you pass by farmlands and 
plains where bullock carts 
meander quiet dusty roads and 
local villagers tend their crops 
as they have done for centuries. 
Relax with free time to enjoy 
the peace and tranquility of 
your accommodation in the 
Rajasthan countryside and 
immerse yourself in your 
surroundings. Perhaps take a 
stroll through the small villages 
or visit local temples. 

Day 10 
Karauli/Ramathra – 
Agra
Drive this morning to Agra.  
A city of forts, palaces, gardens 
and mausoleums, it was the 
seat of the imperial Mughal 
court during the 16th and 
17th centuries. Agra is home 
to the finest examples of 
Mughal architecture in India, 
its most beautiful and famous 
monument being the Taj Mahal 
– the jewel of India.

Day 11 
Agra – Delhi
Wake early to enjoy sunrise 
over the Taj Mahal. Return to 
Delhi today and transfer to the 
airport for your flight home or 
to another Indian destination.
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CLASSIC RAJASTHAN 
16 DAYS/15 NIGHTS | DELHI – DELHI

Departs: Daily | Tour code: BV16BOR

Day 1
Delhi 
Arrive Delhi and transfer to your 
accommodation. Welcome to 
Delhi – a city where the past 
and present blend seamlessly. 

Day 2
Delhi 
Begin your exploration of Delhi 
today with a sightseeing tour 
of Old and New Delhi, starting 
at the medieval Jama Masjid 
– the largest mosque in India. 
Witness architectural marvels, 
multi-coloured facades and 
beautifully decorated shops 
during a stroll through Chandni 
Chowk. After lunch explore New 
Delhi. Visit Humayun’s Tomb 
and the imposing Qutab Minar, 
and drive past Lutyens’ Delhi 
– India Gate, the President’s 
House and Parliament House.

Day 3 
Delhi – Jaipur
Make an early start this morning 
for the drive to Jaipur. The 
capital of Rajasthan, Jaipur is 
known as the ‘Pink City’ because 
of the pink paint applied to 
the buildings in its old walled 
town. Architecturally interesting, 
and steeped in history and 
culture, the past comes alive 
here in magnificent forts and 
palaces, once the residences 
of maharajas.

Day 4
Jaipur
Begin your exploration of 
Jaipur today with a visit to 
the highlight of any tour of 
Rajasthan – Amber Fort. Make 
the steep ascent by jeep along 
the zigzagging road to the 
impressive gates. Later, visit 
City Palace which contains 
several palatial structures such 
as Chandra Mahal – home of 
the present Maharajah of Jaipur. 
Jantar Mantar is a collection of 
astronomical instruments, with 
the Jaipur observatory being 
the largest and best preserved 
of these. The renowned Palace 
of Wind is one of Jaipur’s most 
prominent tourist attractions 
and was constructed to provide 
the royal women with views of 

everyday life through the 953 
small windows. End the day with 
a walking tour of some of the 
bazaars of Old Jaipur.

Day 5
Jaipur – Bikaner
This morning depart for Bikaner. 
Lying to the north of Rajasthan, 
the area around Bikaner is 
dotted with many sand dunes; 
while Bikaner itself, having 
been once heavily fortified, 
has a medieval feel. Check in 
to your hotel on arrival and 
the remainder of the day is 
at leisure.

Day 6 
Bikaner – Jaisalmer
Take a short tour of the old 
city of Bikaner – encircled by 
a 7 km-long, 18th century wall 
with five entrance gates that 
conceal some notable Jain 
temples. Of these, Bhandasar 
is particularly beautiful, with 
yellow-stone carving, vibrant 

RAJASTHAN Agra
Bharatpur Jaipur

Bikaner

Jodhpur

Udaipur
 Bundi

Ranthambhore NP

New Delhi

Jaisalmer

Awash with the vibrant colours of India, Rajasthan’s colour 

palette is a stunning backdrop to the incredible monuments 

that this state proudly boasts. Imposing forts, stately palaces 

and Mughal tombs abound, matched in abundance only by 

graceful wildlife. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Explore contrasting Old & New Delhi ■ Discover 
Jaisalmer Fort ■ Postcard views from the majestic Mehrangarh 
Fort in Jodhpur ■ Sunset boat ride in Udaipur ■ Amber Fort and 
City Palace in Jaipur ■ Bundi’s ornate forts and palaces ■ Follow 
the trail of tigers at Ranthambore National Park ■ Visit the  
Taj Mahal at sunrise ■ Jain temples and impressive medieval 
forts of Bikaner.

MEALS: 15 breakfasts, all meals in Ranthambore.
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paintings and a stunning 
interior. The impressive 
Junagarh Fort stands proudly 
to tell the tale of its invincibility. 
Completed in 1593, the fort was 
never conquered by an invading 
army guaranteeing that the 
ownership constantly remained 
with Rajput rulers. Later, drive 
to Jaisalmer.

Day 7
Jaisalmer
Spend today exploring 
Jaisalmer. Jaisalmer Fort, with 
its living urban centre of 3,000 
residents, is stunning and an 
especially splendid sight in 
the late afternoon sun. Within 
the Fort is the Rawal’s seven-
storey palace with exquisitely 
carved balconies, temples and 
havelis. Visit some of Jaisalmer’s 
intricately carved havelis 
including Salim Singh-ki-Haveli, 
Patwon-ki- Haveli and Nathmalji-
ki-Haveli. Jaisalmer’s picturesque 
sand dunes are located just 
outside the city where you will 
have an opportunity to enjoy a 
short camel ride.

Day 8 
Jaisalmer – Jodhpur
This morning you will be 
driven to Jodhpur, known as 
Rajasthan’s ‘Blue City’ because 
of its blue-washed houses.
Founded in 1459, Jodhpur was 
once the capital of the Marwar 
State and a major trading 
centre in the 16th century due 
to its location on the ancient silk 
route. Today, it has grown to 
become the second-largest city 
of Rajasthan without shedding 
its medieval splendor.

Day 9
Jodhpur
Spend this morning exploring 
Jodhpur’s stately palaces and 
gracious buildings. Mehrangarh 
Fort offers postcard views of 

the ancient city below. Nearby 
is Jaswant Thada – a beautiful 
white marble memorial built 
in 1899 by Jaswant Singh’s 
Maharani in her husband’s 
memory. This afternoon take 
a stroll around the busy clock 
tower area and the nearby 
colourful market.

Day 10
Jodhpur – Udaipur
Depart for Udaipur. With exotic 
fairy tale palaces and gripping 
legends of medieval chivalry 
and heroism, no city is quite 
as romantic as Udaipur. An 
enchanting city of ethereal 
white marble palaces, radiant 
whitewashed havelis, temples 
and gardens. The city’s famous 
milky white marble Lake Palace 
– the maharana’s pleasure 
palace – is positioned in the 
middle of the placid lake.

Day 11
Udaipur
Sightseeing beginning with 
a tour of Udaipur’s huge 
City Palace – the largest in 
Rajasthan. Continue on to visit 
Jagdish Temple, that enshrines 
a black stone image of Lord 
Vishnu as Jagannath, the creator 
of the universe and end at 
Sahelion-Ki-Bari, ‘Garden of the 
Maids’. Later, enjoy a sunset 
boat ride on lovely Lake Pichola.

Day 12  
Udaipur – Bundi
Continue on to Bundi, a small 
town of particular architectural 
note for its ornate forts, palaces, 
and stepwell reservoirs known 
as baolis. The Taragarh Fort, 
perched atop a steep hillside, 
is most impressive. The largest 
of its battlements is the 16th 
century bastion known as the 
Bhim Burj, on which was once 
mounted a particularly large 
cannon called Garbh Gunjam or 
‘Thunder from the Womb’. 

Day 13
Bundi – Ranthambore
Today you will be driven to 
Ranthambore National Park. 
Once the private hunting 
preserve of the Maharajas of 
Jaipur. Today, it is famous for 
its tigers and is one of the best 
places in the country to see 
these majestic predators in the 
wild. There are lake palaces, 
cenotaphs, old fortifications and 
a majestic thousand-year-old 
fort overlooking the park. 

Day 14
Ranthambore
Enjoy early morning and late 
afternoon safaris today. Besides 
tigers, Ranthambore has large 
numbers of sambhar, chital and 
nilgai; boars, gazelles, Indian 
hare, mongoose and monitor 
lizards can also be seen here. 
Other local fauna include 
the leopard, hyena, jackal, 
jungle cats, sloth bear and 
marsh crocodile.

Day 15
Ranthambore – 
Bharatpur – Agra
After a train journey to 
Bharatpur, transfer to Agra. 
The city was the capital of the 
Mughal Empire under three of 
its greatest emperors – Akbar, 
Jahangir and Shah Jahan – all 
of whom contributed to its 
architectural glory. It contains 
some of the most splendid 
Mughal era buildings, gardens 
and monuments, the most 
notable being Agra Fort and the 
Taj Mahal.

Day 16
Agra – Delhi
Begin your day with a dawn 
visit to the Taj Mahal. It was 
described by famed Bengali 
writer, Rabindranath Tagore, as 
‘a teardrop on the cheek of time’ 
and today is counted among the 
Seven Wonders of the World. 
Later return to Delhi where your 
tour concludes.
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RAJASTHAN IN DEPTH 
18 DAYS/17 NIGHTS | DELHI – DELHI

Departs: Daily | Tour code: BV16RID

Day 1
Arrive Delhi
On arrival you’ll be met and 
transferred to your hotel. With 
a history stretching back several 
centuries, Delhi today has 
two distinct and very different 
faces. To the south are the 
wide tree-lined boulevards and 
colonnaded mansions of British-
built New Delhi, whilst to the 
north is Mughal Old Delhi with 
its crowded, narrow winding 
streets and alleys. Explore both 

aspects of this amazing city over 
the next two days. 

Day 2
Delhi
Take a rickshaw ride through 
the laneways of Old Delhi to 
Chandni Chowk. Visit Jama 
Masjid, the largest and most 
splendid mosque in India. Later 
take a guided walk through 
Shahjahanabad, including a 
wander through Khari Baoli, 
one of Asia’s largest wholesale 
spice markets. New Delhi was 
the new capital of the British 
Empire in India. Explore its 
gracious boulevards and 
colonial architecture. Also visit 
Humayun’s mausoleum, the first 
of the great Mughal buildings in 
India that created the pattern 
followed by generations of 

classic Islamic garden tombs. 
End the day with a visit to  
Qutab Minar.

Day 3
Delhi – Agra
Drive to Agra. The city’s history 
and fame is largely linked 
with the Mughal Empire and 
it contains some of the most 
splendid of Mughal buildings, 
gardens and monuments. Visit 
Agra Fort, one of the most 
obvious symbols of the Mughal 
grandeur that asserted itself 
under the emperors Akbar, 
Jahangir and Shah Jahan. 
Afterwards, visit the Taj Mahal; 
to view this magnificent 
monument in the golden light of 
the setting sun is magical. 

Day 4  
Agra –Kota– 
Bhainsrorgarh
Train to Kota then transfer to 
Bhainsrorgarh Fort – perched 
on the edge of a cliff, with the 
green waters of the Chambal 
River to its east and the Bamni 
River to its west. With the 
broad, deep river in front, a 
vertical cliff below, and the 
rocky hills of Mewar behind, 
you can see immediately why 
this fort remained impregnable 
throughout its history.

Day 5
Bhainsrorgargh
Full day to enjoy Bhainsrorgarh 
Fort. The hotel offers a range 
of activities, such as a visit to 
the 9th century Baroli Temples, 
nature walks, boating on a 
nearby lake with a chance 
to see the Gharial crocodile 
and jeep safaris through the 
countryside. You can also visit 
the sights of Kota, including the 
City Palace.

Day 6
Bhainsrorgargh – 
Udaipur
Depart this morning for Udaipur 
– said to be India’s most 
romantic city. This evening, 
enjoy a sunset boat ride on 
lovely Lake Pichola.  

RAJASTHAN

Agra
Jaipur

Mandawa/Churu
Nagaur

Jodhpur

Udaipur

Narlai
Harji Kota

Bhainsrorgargh

New Delhi

This all-encompassing sojourn into arguably India’s most 

fascinating region allows the traveller to discover its most 

revered religious and cultural icons while observing daily life in 

rural Rajasthan. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Rickshaw ride and sightseeing in Old Dehli  
■ Discover breathtaking Bhainsrorgarh Fort ■ Unique stay in 
rural Rajasthan ■ Sunset boat cruise in Udaipur ■ Explore the 
18th century havelis in Mandawa ■ The sleepy medieval town of 
Nagaur ■ Tour Mehrangarh Fort in Jodhpur – the ‘Blue City’ of 
Rajasthan ■ Sunset visit to Taj Mahal.

MEALS: 17 breakfasts, full board in Bhainsrorgarh.
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The view across the lake from 
the southern end, with the city 
and its great palace rising up 
behind the island palaces, is a 
scene of rare beauty.

Day 7
Udaipur
Visit the City Palace comprising 
of numerous courtyards, 
towers, terraces, balconies, 
cupolas, corridors and gardens. 
Their interiors exhibit delicate 
mirror-work, marble, silver 
and inlay-work, coloured glass, 
murals and wall paintings. Later, 
visit the 17th century Jagdish 
Temple dedicated to Lord 
Vishnu. End your morning with 
a stroll through the delightful 
18th century Saheliyon-ki-Bari.

Day 8  
Udaipur – Narlai/Harji
A fascinating drive through 
rural Rajasthan where bullock 
carts rule the roads and 
farmlands dot the canvas 
of this intriguing landscape. 
The afternoon is free to enjoy 
the peace and tranquillity of 
your accommodation in the 
Rajasthan countryside.

Day 9 
Narlai/Harji
Day free to immerse yourself 
in your surroundings by taking 
a stroll through the small 
villages or visiting local temples. 
Alternatively there are a number 
of optional activities available 
including organised village walks 
and wildlife jeep safaris to spot 
the elusive leopard.

Day 10 
Narlai/Harji – Jodhpur
Depart for Jodhpur, located on 
the edge of the Thar Desert. 
Founded in 1459, it is famous 
for its fort – Mehrangarh – one 
of the most impenetrable 
in India’s history. The old 
city encircles the fort and is 
bounded by a wall with several 
gates. In this teeming maze of 
narrow medieval streets and 
bazaars, life appears much as it 
has for centuries. 

Day 11 
Jodhpur
Visit Mehrangarh Fort. One of 
the best preserved in Rajasthan, 
it contains some of the finest 
palaces and its museum houses 
many priceless relics of Indian 
courtly life. Standing in contrast 
to the massive fort is the nearby 
Jaswant Thada, the exquisite 
19th century royal cenotaph, 
constructed of intricately carved 
sheets of marble. Later visit the 
clock tower and Sardar Market 
with its narrow alleys leading 
to bazaars packed with textiles, 
silver and handicrafts. 

Day 12 
Jodhpur – Nagaur
Depart for Nagaur, a sleepy 
medieval town that appears to 
have been left unchanged by 
time. The massive protective 
walls of the Nagaur Fort 
encompass an ancient complex 
of richly painted palaces, 
mosques, temples, reservoirs 
and open terraces. The town is 
the centre of a busy cattle fair 
held in February each year. 

Day 13 
Nagaur
Explore Nagaur today at your 
leisure. A good place to start 
is at the Fort of the Hooded 
Cobra, one of the finest 
examples of Rajput-Mughal 
architecture. One of the 
narrow lanes leading out from 
Gandhi Chowk will take you 
to the Jain Kaanch ka Mandir. 
Housing a large eyed, marble 
Tirthankaras, their images 
multiplied a thousand times in 
the small pieces of coloured 
glass covering the walls, pillars 
and ceilings. The sight is even 
more remarkable in the evening 
by lamplight.

Day 14 
Nagaur – Mandawa/
Churu
Journey to Mandawa, in the 
Shekhawati region. This flat 
and barren landscape is 
dotted with towns that are 
renowned for their highly 
decorated and lavishly painted 
havelis (mansions) which were 
constructed by the prosperous 
Marwari merchant community 
that acquired its wealth from 
the caravan routes that crossed 
the area. There are also a 
number of forts, mosques, 
step-wells and cenotaphs to be 
seen here.  

Day 15 
Mandawa
Explore the treasures of 
Mandawa and the Shekhawati 
region. Dating from the 18th 
to the early 20th century, 

the haveli walls, balconies 
and alcoves are replete with 
patterns and paintings depicting 
a range of mythological and 
historical themes including 
images of gods, animals, and 
the lives of Rama and Krishna; 
some of the later frescoes 
reflect a British influence in 
their depictions of locomotives 
and Europeans wearing 
Victorian finery.

Day 16 
Mandawa – Jaipur 
Continue on to Jaipur. Founded 
in 1727, the ‘Pink City’ was laid 
out following the classic Hindu 
treatise on architecture, the 
Shilpa-Shastra. The afternoon is 
free to relax or explore the city 
on your own. 

Day 17  
Jaipur
Take a jeep ride to Amber Fort 
with its lovely Hall of Mirrors 
adorned with thousands of 
mirror tiles on its walls and 
ceiling. Next visit the City 
Palace; the wealth of the 
former maharajas – and their 
patronage of the arts – can 
be seen in the outstanding 
collections housed in its 
museums. Also visit Jantar 
Mantar observatory, the iconic 
Hawa Mahal and explore some 
of the city’s bazaars. 

Day 18 
Jaipur – Delhi
You will be collected from your 
hotel this morning for the drive 
to Delhi. 
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CLASSIC NORTH INDIA 
14 DAYS/13 NIGHTS | DELHI – MUMBAI

Departs: Daily | Tour code: BV16BNI

Day 1
Arrive Delhi
Delhi, with its Old and New 
parts, is interesting for its 
sustenance of medieval and 
modern cultures. Old Delhi, 
built in the 17th century, 
retains its medieval character 
to a great extent, while New 
Delhi – with the exception of 
the area around the parliament 
and presidential house that 

was designed by Lutyens – 
is like any other modern city 
with tall buildings and large 
shopping complexes. 

Day 2
Delhi
This morning visit the medieval 
Jama Masjid. Afterwards 
discover Old Delhi – stroll 
through the bridal street, with 
its displays of wedding saris 
and wander through Khari 
Baoli where dry fruits, nuts and 
saffron dealers have traded 
for more than 150 years. After 
lunch explore New Delhi. Visit 
Humayun’s Tomb and the 
imposing Qutab Minar, and 
drive past Lutyens’ Delhi – India 
Gate, the President’s House and 
Parliament House. 

Day 3
Delhi – Varanasi 
Fly to Varanasi today. The 
Ganges is India’s most sacred 
river. Hindus believe that its 
source is Mount Meru, the 
mythical mountain at the centre 
of the universe and the abode 
of the gods. Varanasi, sited on 
its banks, is thus one of India’s 
most important pilgrimage 
sites. Its riverside ghats – lined 
with temples and shrines – 
define this ancient city’s life and 
identity. Enjoy an evening boat 
ride on the Ganges.

Day 4
Varanasi 
Today explore the fascinating, 
narrow lanes of the old town. 
Shops sell rich brocade silks, 
brassware and all the articles 
essential for worship. This 
afternoon drive to Sarnath, an 
important centre for Buddhist 
pilgrims. Having achieved 
enlightenment at Bodhgaya, the 
Buddha came here and gave his 
first message of the middle path 
to Nirvana. 

Day 5
Varanasi – Khajuraho
Transfer to the airport for 
your flight to Khajuraho. This 
afternoon tour Khajuraho’s 
magnificent temples.  

The extraordinary sculptures 
in these temples show 
many aspects of Indian life a 
thousand years ago — gods 
and goddesses, warriors and 
musicians, real and mythological 
animals. However their 
overwhelming motif is sex and 
sexuality, and it’s this fact that 
makes them so unique. 

Day 6
Khajuraho – Orchha  
– Agra
Drive to Orchha – where you 
take a short tour of the town’s 
16th and 17th century palaces, 
temples and cenotaphs – 
before boarding a train to 
Agra. Built in the 16th century, 
and the capital of Mughal 
dynasties, Agra is famous for 
its medieval monuments and is 
home to three UNESCO World 
Heritage sites. 

RAJASTHAN UTTAR
PRADESH

MAHARASHTRA
Mumbai

AgraJaipur
Jojawar

Udaipur

New Delhi

VaranasiKhajuraho
Orchha

This lively and engaging passage through North India 

uncovers many of the regions highlights including Varanasi, 

the Taj Mahal, Khajuraho and Udaipur, with several rural 

stops for gentler activities such as village walks and bullock 

cart rides. Concluding in the bustling metropolis of Mumbai – 

home of Bollywood. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Discover the streets of Old Delhi ■ Evening boat 
cruise on the Ganges at Varanasi ■ The magnificent temples of 
Khajuraho ■ Villages and farmlands of rural Rajasthan ■ Agra 
Fort and Taj Mahal – Agra ■ Rajasthan’s vibrant capital – Jaipur  
■ Sunset boat ride on Lake Pichola – Udaipur ■ Explore Mumbai.

MEALS: 13 breakfasts.
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Day 7
Agra – Jaipur
Visit the incomparable Taj Mahal 
at sunrise. This afternoon 
visit Agra Fort; its palaces, 
towers, bastions, ramparts and 
gateways symbolise the power 
of the mighty Mughals. Later 
depart for Jaipur, with a stop 
enroute at FatehpurSikri. Built 
to serve as the capital of Akbar’s 
empire, this citadel of grand 
courts, palaces and mosques 
was abandoned after thirteen 
years. It remains immaculately 
preserved. Continue on to 
Rajasthan’s capital, the ‘Pink City’ 
of Jaipur. 

Day 8
Jaipur
This morning drive to Amber 
Fort in the outskirts of Jaipur 
and ascend to the fort by jeep. 
Visit the Palace of Mirrors, the 
Hall of Public Audience and the 
manicured gardens. Continue 
on to the City Palace, laid out 
with courtyards, balconies, 
cupolas, arched entrances 
and gardens. End the tour at 
the famous Hawa Mahal. Later 
explore Old Jaipur; wander 
through the labyrinth of 
colourful alleys full of artisans 
making various handicrafts. 

Day 9
Jaipur – Jojawar/
Shahpura
A morning drive through rural 
Rajasthan offering a fascinating 
insight into the history and 
culture of the region. The heart 
of India lies in its villages and 
we explore the rural farmlands 
and plains where bullock carts 
rule to quiet dusty roads. The 
afternoon is free to enjoy 
the peace and tranquillity of 
your accommodation in the 
Rajasthan countryside.

Day 10
Jojawar/Shahpura – 
Udaipur
Afternoon transfer to Udaipur.
Though the entire state of 
Rajasthan is replete with 
fantastic hilltop fortresses, 
exotic palaces and gripping 
legends, no city is as romantic 
as Udaipur. The city has three 
huge lakes within its limits and 
a number of palaces and other 
monuments worth visiting. It 
is surrounded by the ancient 
Aravalli Mountains where 
wildlife abounds. 

Day 11
Udaipur
Take a city tour today. Visit the 
City Palace – a blend of stern 
Rajput military architecture on 
the exterior and lavish Mughal-
inspired decorative art on the 
interior. Continue on to the 
lovely gardens of Sahelion-
Ki-Bari with their lawns, lotus 
pools and marble pavilions. 
End the tour at the Indo-Aryan 
style Jagdish Temple, which 
enshrines a black stone image 
of Lord Vishnu as Jagannath. 
This evening, enjoy a sunset 
boat ride on Lake Pichola taking 
in unmatched views of the two 
islands in the lake, Jag Niwas 
and Jag Mandir.

Day 12
Udaipur – Mumbai 
Transfer to the airport for 
a flight to Mumbai, the 
commercial hub of India 
and a vibrant, colourful and 
bustling megacity. It is also an 
important centre of theatre, 
art, music, and dance. Although 
steeped in tradition and with 
a rich historical past, Mumbai 
is a city where traditional and 
modern businesses flourish 
simultaneously. 

Day 13
Mumbai 
Begin today with a visit to the 
famous dhobi ghat (washermen 
colony). Afterwards, view some 
of the landmarks of the Raj 
era – Bombay High Court and 
Victoria Terminus – and visit 
the Prince of Wales Museum. 
Later, explore some of the city’s 
markets, such as Crawford 
market and Zaveri (Jewellery) or 
Chor (Thieves) Bazaars. End the 
day with a stroll along Marine 
Drive winding up at Chowpatty 
Beach at sunset. 

Day 14
Mumbai 
Transfer to the airport for flights 
home or to onward Indian 
destinations for further travel. 
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NORTH INDIA IN DEPTH 
18 DAYS/17 NIGHTS | MUMBAI – KOLKATA

Departs: Daily | Tour code: BV16NID

Day 1
Mumbai
Arrive Mumbai and transfer to 
your accommodation. Mumbai 
is India’s biggest city and home 
to its financial and Bollywood 
cinema industries. 

Day 2
Mumbai 
A full day to explore Mumbai 
with a local guide beginning 
with a visit to the city’s famous 
dhobi ghat, or washermen’s 
colony, where thousands of 
pieces of laundry are washed 
and hung to dry each day – 
including the linen from the 
city’s five-star hotels. From 
here, continue on to some of 
the landmarks of the Raj era – 
such as the Gateway of India, 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus, 
Bombay High Court and 
St Thomas’s Cathedral. 

Day 3
Mumbai – Udaipur 
Morning flight to Udaipur. 
Afternoon at leisure with a 
number of activities to choose 
from: a cooking class; a walk in 
the countryside; or a miniature 
painting class. End the day with 
a sunset boat cruise on Lake 
Pichola, to view the lakeside 
havelis, bathing ghats, Lake 
Palace and Jag Mandir.

Day 4
Udaipur 
Though the entire state of 
Rajasthan is replete with 
fantastic hilltop fortresses, 
exotic fairy tale palaces and 
gripping legends of medieval 
chivalry and heroism, no city is 
quite as romantic as Udaipur 
– ‘The City of Lakes’. Today, 
take a guided tour of Udaipur 
city – including the City Palace, 
Jagdish Temple and Sahelion-
ki-bari. The afternoon is free to 
explore further on your own.

Day 5
Udaipur – Deogarh
Drive to Deogarh. Perched on 
top of the Aravalli Hills, this 
rambling countryside palace 
impresses with its marvellous 
central courtyard and its array 
of domes, turrets, battlements, 
jharokhas and huge gateways. 

Deogarh Mahal is in a 
traditional village surrounded by 
beautiful countryside. Vintage 
car drives, horse carriage 
rides and camel carriage rides 
are a specialty of the house 
and a great way to see the 
countryside. Situated 2,100 feet 
above sea level, expect slightly 
cooler temperatures here than 
in much of Rajasthan.

Day 6
Deogarh – Jaipur 
Depart for Jaipur, Rajasthan’s 
pink city. Steeped in history 
and culture, the past comes 
alive here in magnificent forts 
and palaces that were once 
the homes of maharajas. Jaipur 
has been widely regarded as 
the first modern planned city 
in the world. Even though it 
was founded and built in the 
18th century, it amazes many 
modern town planners and 
architects for the brilliance of 
its planning and the beauty of 
its architecture.

MAHARASHTRA

RAJASTHAN

WEST
BENGAL

UTTAR PRADESH

MADHYA
PRADESH

Mumbai

AgraJaipur
Deogarh
Udaipur

New Delhi

Varanasi

Kolkata
Panna

Khajuraho

This fascinating and extensive North India tour covers 

some of the best-known cities and sights of the north, while 

incorporating several slower-paced stops in the countryside 

and the chance to spot tigers in Panna National Park. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Colonial-era architectural masterpieces in 
Mumbai ■ India’s cultural capital – Kolkata ■ Magnificent forts & 
palaces of Jaipur ■ Track the elusive tiger at Panna Tiger Reserve 
■ Mesmerising Aarti ceremony on the banks of the Ganges in 
Varanasi at dusk ■ The Mughal architectural treasures of Agra  
■ The rambling rural palace of Deogarh Mahal ■ Sightseeing in 
Old & New Delhi.

MEALS: 17 breakfasts.
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Day 7
Jaipur
Spend today sightseeing with 
a local guide, starting with a 
visit to the city’s wholesale milk 
market. Afterwards, visit Amber 
Fort: the ancient capital of the 
erstwhile Jaipur state. Continue 
on to visit the City Palace, Jantar 
Mantar and Hawa Mahal. End 
the day with a short walking 
tour of Old Jaipur with its 
lively bazaars and labyrinth of 
colourful alleys where artisans 
make puppets, bangles, and 
other local handicrafts. 

Day 8
Jaipur – Agra
Transfer to Agra with a visit 
to Fatehpur Sikri en-route. 
Fatehpur Sikri, or the City of 
Victory, was the capital of 
the Mughal Empire for only 
some 10 years. Built during 
the second-half of the 16th 
century by the Emperor Akbar, 
the complex of monuments 
and temples, all in a uniform 
architectural style, includes one 
of the largest mosques in India.

Day 9
Agra – Delhi
Begin your day with a dawn 
visit to the Taj Mahal. Built by 
Shah Jahan in memory of his 
beloved queen Mumtaz Mahal, 
the complex was constructed 
by some 20,000 workers over 

a period of 22 years and is 
particularly stunning at sunrise. 
Today counted amongst the 
Seven Wonders of the World, 
it draws close to 4 million 
visitors a year. In the afternoon, 
transfer to Delhi.

Day 10
Delhi
Explore Delhi, starting in the 
city’s old parts. Take a rickshaw 
ride through Chandni Chowk 
followed by a walking tour of 
Old Delhi with its labyrinth of 
streets with incredible old-
fashioned shops. Khari Baoli is 
all about spices – here, rice and 
dal, dry fruits, nuts and saffron 
dealers have traded for more 
than 150 years. Later, you will 
explore New Delhi – including 
Humayun’s Tomb, Qutab Minar 
and drive past Lutyens’ Delhi. 
The interesting buildings of 
Lutyens’ Delhi are India Gate, 
the President’s House and 
Parliament House.

Day 11
Delhi – Khajuraho  
– Panna
Fly to Khajuraho then transfer 
to your accommodation located 
close to the Panna Tiger 
Reserve and the nearby World 
Heritage site of Khajuraho. The 
afternoon is free to relax at your 
accommodation or take one of 
the scenic walks available. 

Days 12 & 13 
Panna
Spend the next two days 
enjoying the sights and 
experiences around Panna. 
Take a jeep safari into the 
Panna Tiger Reserve for wildlife 
viewing. There are tigers in the 
park, which the wildlife officers 
are able to track, giving you 
the best possible chance of 
sightings. There’s also Ajaygarh 

Fort to visit, which is listed 
among the top attractions of 
the region. The fort is bordered 
by the Vindhya Hills and 
provides stunning views of the 
Ken River. A highlight of the 
fort is an old temple dedicated 
to the Chandela ruler, Raja 
Parmardi Deva. There are also 
a number of other optional 
activities which can be enjoyed 
from your accommodation. 

Day 14
Panna – Khajuraho – 
Varanasi
Start the day with a tour of the 
UNESCO World Heritage Site 
of Khajuraho. Known for its 
highly original Indian temple 
architecture, the monuments 
here feature soaring vertical 
sweeps, with a series of spires 
that grow successively higher. 
Afterwards, fly to Varanasi. 
Earlier known as ‘Kashi’, or the 
City of Light, Varanasi is the 
spiritual capital of India. At 
dusk, a guide will take you on a 
boat tour to witness the Aarti 
ceremony on the bank of the 
river Ganges.

Day 15
Varanasi
This morning take a guided 
walking tour run by Varanasi 
Walks. Each of their walks 
highlights several different 
aspects of the city; your walk 
will be tailored to suit your 
interests. You can explore 
ancient pathways, the bazaars 
and markets of the old city or 
the hidden shrines of Mother 
Goddess Kali, while taking in 
colourful vistas of life along 
the riverside.

Day 16
Varanasi – Kolkata
Fly to Kolkata. Located on the 
east bank of the Hugli River, 
Kolkata is the capital of the 
state of West Bengal and was 
the early seat of power for the 
British Raj. A religiously and 
ethnically diverse centre of 
culture, Kolkata has established 
local traditions in drama, art, 
film, theatre, and literature that 
have gained wide audiences. 
It was, for example, home 
to the Nobel Prize laureate, 
Rabindranath Tagore and Oscar 
award winning film director, 
Satyajit Ray.

Day 17
Kolkata
Sightseeing today to take 
in Victoria Memorial – 
commissioned for the British 
Queen’s 1901 diamond jubilee; 
Park Street Cemetery, which is 
a warren of grand mausoleums 
amid heavy undergrowth; the 
Marble Palace, which somehow 
manages to make all of Kolkata’s 
other grand structures seem 
staid and under-stated; the Jain 
Temples in north Kolkata and 
the temples dedicated to Kali on 
the banks of the Hugli River. 

Day 18
Kolkata
Tour concludes after breakfast.
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CLASSIC EAST INDIA 
16 DAYS/15 NIGHTS | KOLKATA – KOLKATA

Departs: Daily | Tour code: BV16BOE

Day 1 
Kolkata
Welcome to Kolkata! With its 
rich colonial heritage as well as 
wonderful mosques, temples, 
universities and museums, this 
city has an overwhelming wealth 
of sights and experiences to 
offer its visitors. 

Day 2 
Kolkata
Explore Kolkata today with 
visits to the Victoria Memorial, 
the Botanical Gardens and 
the Mother Teresa of Calcutta 
Center. The Victoria Memorial 
is the city’s greatest landmark 
with its combination of classical 
European architecture with 
Mughal influence. Explore the 
extensive 110-hectare Botanical 
Gardens, with its prime 
attraction being a 200-year-
old Banyan tree, said to have 
the second-largest canopy in 
the world. 

Day 3 
Kolkata – Sunderbans
This morning you will be driven 
2 hours through beautiful 
countryside to Gothkhali Jetty 

where you will meet your local 
guide and board the 2-hour 
cruise to Sunderbans. You will 
cruise along the rivers Bidya, 
Durgaduani and Gumdi to 
your accommodation for the 
next two nights located on the 
edge of the national park and 
overlooking the Sunderban 
Tiger Reserve – home to the 
endangered Bengal Tiger. 
Upon arrival, relax and enjoy 
lunch which will be served 
to you. Later, experience a 
3-hour birding and game cruise 
through creeks and canals 
to Sajnekhali Tiger Reserve. 
Return to your camp in the 
early evening. 

Day 4 
Sunderbans
The Sunderbans National Park 
is bestowed with an abundance 
of flora and fauna. After 
breakfast commence a full day 
game cruise and birding tour to 
the Dobanki and Sudhanyakhali 
watchtowers – most tiger 
sightings in the park are from 
the watchtower. The Dobanki 
watchtower is famous for its 
canopy walk. It takes you deep 
into the forest where you could 
find yourself walking alongside 
any number of mammals, 
including tigers – a very 
thrilling experience. 

Day 5 
Sunderbans – Kolkata 
Continue to explore the 
Sunderbans this morning.  
Take a guided village walk in 
which you are able to interact 
with the local villagers and 
explore their local crafts and 
cuisines, as well as learn about 
their farming methods. Later, 
take a cruise by a manually 
oared country boat before 
returning to the camp for lunch 
and transferring to Kolkata. 

Day 6 
Kolkata- Bagdogra – 
Darjeeling 
Fly to Bagdogra and transfer to 
Darjeeling – the most renowned 
British summer retreat in the 
Himalayas. Surrounded by tea 
gardens, this charming little 
town faces some of the highest 

SIKKIM

WEST
BENGAL

MEGHALAYA

ASSAM
Darjeeling

Gangtok
Kalimpong

Bagdogra Kaziranga

Dibrugarh

Kolkata
Sunderbans

Guwahati

This journey is an ideal introduction to East India – once the 

centrepiece of the British Raj. A mix of lively cities, rich Bengali 

culture, historic hill stations, spectacular Himalayan views and 

pristine national parks. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Kolkata sightseeing including Victoria Memorial 
■ Sunderbans boat cruise and full-day game cruise ■ Ride 
Darjeeling’s charming Toy Train ■ Search for the endangered 
one-horned rhinoceros in Kaziranga National Park ■ Discover 
Tibetan monasteries in the Himalayan town of Gangtok.

MEALS: 15 Breakfasts, dinner at Gangtok, all meals at 
Sunderbans, Darjeeling, Kalimpong, Kaziranga.
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peaks of the Himalayas. Since 
1954 Darjeeling has housed 
the Himalayan Mountaineering 
Institute. The earliest Everest 
expeditions started their 
journeys from here.

Day 7 
Darjeeling
This morning enjoy a train 
ride from Darjeeling to Ghum 
on the famous ‘Toy Train’, 
which has been accorded 
UNESCO World Heritage 
status. Operating on narrow 
gauge tracks since the 1880s 
and providing an important 
transport link to the various 
parts of the Himalayan hills, the 
journey offers a wonderful way 
to view the magnificent beauty 
of the Darjeeling hills. Visit the 
Darjeeling Himalayan Railway 
Museum that is located at the 
station premises.

Day 8 
Darjeeling – Gangtok 
A 3-hour drive brings you to 
Gangtok, the capital of Sikkim. 
At an altitude of 1,680 metres, 
Gangtok is known for its scenic 
beauty and is famous for its 
monasteries. Explore the 
fascinating bazaar on MG Road 
this afternoon.

Day 9 
Gangtok
Spend today exploring Gangtok 
and its surroundings, beginning 
with a morning visit to the 
nearby Rumtek Monastery. This 
monastery is the largest in the 
Eastern Himalaya and the main 
seat of the Karma Kagyu lineage 
in Sikkim. This afternoon visit 
the Do-Drul Chorten, a large 
white Tibetan pagoda built in 
1945 by the venerable Truishik 
Rimpoche, head of the Nyingma 
order of Tibetan Buddhism. 
Also visit the Namgyal Institute 
of Tibetology. 

Day 10 
Gangtok – Kalimpong
A short 2-hour journey takes 
you to the hill station of 
Kalimpong in the state of West 
Bengal. Located at an elevation 
of 1,250 metres, it is well known 
for its horticulture (particularly 
its wide array of orchids and 
gladioli) and spectacular views. 
A local guide will take you on 
a tour of the town’s sights this 
afternoon, including some of  
its monasteries and  
Dr Graham’s Home. 

Days 11 & 12 
Kalimpong – Guwahati 
– Kaziranga
Fly to Guwahati and transfer 
to Kaziranga the following 
morning. Located on the banks 
of the mighty Brahmaputra 
River in the state of Assam, 
Kaziranga National Park covers 
an area of approximately 
430-sq-kms, with its swamps 
and tall thickets of elephant 
grass making it the ideal habitat 
for the Indian one-horned rhino. 
Other major wildlife attractions 
here include a large population 
of Indian elephants, Indian 
bison, swamp deer, hog deer, 
sloth bears, tigers, leopards, 
otters, hog badgers, capped 
langurs, hoolock gibbons, 
wild boar, jackal, wild buffalo, 
pythons and monitor lizards. 

Day 13 
Kaziranga 
Spend today exploring the park 
on morning and afternoon 
game drives. One of the 
safaris will be on elephant – 
a great way to get up close 
to the wildlife. As the rising 
sun touches the hills in the 
distance, herds of barasingha 
and wild buffalo can be seen 
in the marshes. Rhinos browse 
unconcernedly as visitors pass 
by and an occasional herd of 

elephants or wild boar can be 
sighted. Kaziranga is a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site.  

Day 14 
Kaziranga – Dibrugarh 
Known as the ‘Tea City’, 
Dibrugarh is the gateway to the 
three tea-producing districts 
of Tinsukia, Dibrugarh, and 
Sivasagar with many of the tea 
plantations dating back to the 
British Colonial days. Explore 
Dibrugarh town with the 
afternoon at your leisure. 

Day 15 
Dibrugarh
Take a day excursion to explore 
the surroundings of Dibrugarh, 
including visits to the Tilinga 
Temple and Namphake Village, 
home to a unique Tai tribe. 

The Tilinga temple got its 
name from the thousands 
of bells of various sizes and 
materials which can be seen 
in the temple. The Tai Phake 
people were believed to have 
migrated from Myanmar in 
the 18th century. Today a 
small population of Tai Phakes 
inhabit the village of Namphake, 
keeping alive their unique 
identity, customs and traditions.

Day 16 
Dibrugarh – Kolkata
A short flight brings you 
to Kolkata where your 
journey concludes.
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CLASSIC GUJARAT 
13 DAYS/12 NIGHTS | AHMEDABAD – MUMBAI

Departs: Daily | Tour code: BV16GUJ

Day 1
Ahmedabad
You will be met at the airport 
on arrival and transferred to 
your hotel. An intriguing mix of 
the ancient and the modern, 
Ahmedabad is home to some 
of the finest Indo-Saracenic 
mosques and Jain temples 
in Gujarat and the elaborate 
havelis of wealthy Gujarati 
Sethias are part of the city’s 
living heritage. 

Day 2
Ahmedabad
Begin your exploration of 
Ahmedabad this morning. 
Intrinsically linked to India’s 
independence movement, as it 
was from here that Mahatma 
Gandhi launched his famous 
Salt March. Visit Sabarmati 
Ashram where you may spend 
time learning about Gandhi 
and his work. Visit Siddi Sayed 
Mosque – renowned for its 
exquisite stone window tracery. 
This evening explore the 
colourful Law Garden night 
market, packed with stalls 
selling an array of glittering 
wares from the regions of Kutch 
and Saurashtra. 

Day 3
Ahmedabad – Utelia
This morning you will be driven 
to Utelia. Utelia is a village 
of picturesque simplicity; 
modern influences have barely 
touched it. Rather, the non-
descript rustic nature of the 
little village itself is the most 
appealing aspect of Utelia.

Day 4
Utelia 
Full day will be at leisure to 
explore the village. Utelia was 
founded in 1786 by Bhav Sinhji, 
a member of the Vaghela Rajput 
clan that once ruled much of 
Gujarat, Rajasthan, Malwa and 
Rewa. The Palace Utelia was 
built around the turn of the 
century to replace a wooden 
palace by Nekamdar Thakore 

Saheb Sur Sinhji. The Palace 
Utelia is a typical work of the 
Indo-Saracenic architectural 
style with European influences, 
and features 5 domes, pillared 
galleries, balconies and porticos.

Day 5
Utelia – Palitana
Drive to Palitana this morning. 
A city of gleaming marble 
monuments, Palitana is an 
essential holy pilgrimage 
destination for Jains. The 
extraordinary temple complex 
was built by generations of Jains 
over a period of 900 years.  
The temples range from 
tiny shrines cut into notches 
and caves in the hill, to giant 
edifices topped with golden 
flagpoles and decorated with 
coloured glass. 

MAHARASHTRA

GUJARAT

Mumbai

Ahmedabad
Utelia

Palitana
Gir NP

Gondal

Bhuj
Mandvi

Often overlooked by travellers, Gujarat offers the more 

intrepid a wonderful mix of royal palaces, fascinating 

wildlife parks, sacred Jain & Hindu pilgrimage sites and 

traditional artisan villages as well as being the birthplace 

of Mahatma Gandhi. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Discover Ahmedabad & visit Gandhi’s ashram  
■ Utelia Palace ■ Palitana – city of gleaming marble monuments  
■ Search for Asiatic lions in Gir ■ Historic Gondal ■ The walled city 
of Bhuj ■ Discover the colourful embroidery and fabrics of Kutch.

MEALS: 12 breakfasts, dinner at Utelia, Palitana and Gondal,  
all meals at Gir and Mandvi.
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Day 6
Palitana – Gir 
Start the day with an early climb 
of Shatrunhaya Hill to view the 
Jain temples. Later, drive to 
Gir National Park. A peaceful 
sanctuary spread over 35-sq-
kms of savannah type grassland, 
this park is home to the largest 
concentration of Black Bucks 
in the world. Other animals 
found in the sanctuary include 
the endangered Indian wolf, 
fox, jackals, wild cats, hyenas 
and wild boar. For keen birders 
there are many rare species to 
be seen, such as the Houbara 
Bustard, Common Crane, Sarus 
White Stork and White Pelican. 

Day 7
Gir 
Today, take two game drives 
into the park – one at first light 
and another mid-afternoon. 
This is the only place in the 
world outside Africa, where 
lions can be seen in their 
natural habitat. Due to the high 
density of lions here, chances of 
spotting them are good. Gir is 
also home to one of the largest 
leopard populations in India, 
making it an excellent place to 
see these big cats. 

Day 8 
Gir – Gondal
Drive to Gondal, the heart of 
the small former principality of 
the same name. The royal family 
of Gondal, which ruled this 
area until independence, was 
committed to education and 
the modernisation of Gondal. 
The esteem in which the royal 
family – particularly Maharajah 
Bhagwat Sinhji – was and still 
is held by the local populace is 
evident throughout the town.

Day 9
Gondal
Visit Naulakha Palace, the 
oldest extant palace in Gondal. 
It contains stone carvings with 
exquisite balconies, a fabulous 
pillared courtyard, delicately 
carved arches and a unique 
spiral staircase. Continue to 
the centre promoting weaving 
at Gondal, Khadi Plaza, one 
of Gujarat’s major handloom 
weaving units. Time permitting, 
visit the Bhuvaneswari Ayurveda 
Pharmacy, where the father 
of the present owner was said 
to have bestowed the title 
“Mahatma” on Gandhi. 

Day 10
Gondal – Bhuj
Depart for the walled city of 
Bhuj, the headquarters of the 
Kutch district. Named after its 
Bhujia fortress, Bhuj is most 
famous for its wide variety of 
handicrafts, which includes 
Kutch embroidery with mirror 
work. Bhuj has some interesting 
historical sites with many of 
these associated with the Indus 
Valley Civilization. Bhuj is a very 
relaxed city and there is plenty 
to see. 

Day 11
Bhuj
Spend this morning exploring 
Bhuj, including visits to Aina 
Mahal, an 18th century palace, 
designed in a mixed Indo-
European style, and Prag Mahal, 
a 19th century palace in Italian 
Gothic style, located next to 
it. A climb up the stairs of the 
45-meter bell tower offers an 
exhilarating view of the city. 
Later in the afternoon, you will 
be driven a short distance to 
the Kala Raksha Trust Centre to 
observe and learn more about 
the Trust and the unique local 
embroidery for which Kutch is 
known worldwide.

Day 12
Bhuj – Mandvi 
This morning drive to Mandvi. 
Mandvi was originally a fortified 
town having a fort wall of 
about 8m high and 1.2m wide. 
It is a busy little place with 
a shipbuilding yard where 
hundreds of men construct, by 
hand, wooden boats for faraway 
Arab merchants. It has a very 
pleasant climate throughout the 
year and was a summer retreat 
of the Kutch Maharaos.

Day 13
Mandvi – Bhuj – 
Mumbai
Return to Bhuj and fly 
to Mumbai where your 
tour concludes.
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QUINTESSENTIAL KERALA 
7 DAYS/6 NIGHTS | COCHIN – COCHIN

Departs: Daily | Tour code: BV16QTK

Day 1
Cochin
If Kerala is India’s most beautiful 
state, as many believe, then 
the lovely port of Cochin is 
the jewel in its crown. The 
Fort Cochin area of the city 
displays many signs of its 
history as a much sought after, 
and often exchanged, prize in 
the colonial tussle that began 
with the arrival of the Dutch in 
approximately 1503. 

Day 2
Cochin 
Exploring Cochin you can see a 
Jewish synagogue, Portuguese 
churches, Dutch architecture, 
mosques, temples and the 
much photographed Chinese 
fishing nets in the same day. 
With hardly any traffic, Fort 
Cochin is the perfect place to 
explore by foot; its quiet streets 
are filled with small boutiques 
and restaurants, whilst nearby 
Jewtown boasts many antique 
shops and cafes.

Day 3
Cochin – Thekkady
Drive up the steep ‘ghat road’ 
to Thekkady and Periyar Wildlife 
Sanctuary. The park is situated 
high in the Western Ghat 
mountain range, on the border 
of Tamil Nadu and Kerala. On 
arrival take a stroll through 

the town and explore its small, 
bustling market streets for 
Kerala handicrafts, bookstores, 
specialty nature shops and 
spice shops. 

Day 4
Thekkady
There are a number of activities 
available here which can be 
arranged locally including a 
guided walk through spice 
plantations, jungle trek with 
forest guards, and spending 
time with elephants and 
their Mahout. 

Day 5
Thekkady – Alleppey
Board one of Kerala’s famous 
air-conditioned, furnished 
houseboats for a cruise and 
overnight stay. A houseboat 
ride, meandering through 
the tranquil network of 

water canals, dotted with 
busy hamlets and lush 
green paddy fields, offers 
snapshots of backwater life 
and is a quintessential Kerala 
experience. 

Day 6
Alleppey – Kumarakom
Transfer to the backwater resort 
of your choice. There are a 
number of relaxing activities on 
offer at these properties such 
as swimming, bird watching, 
walks or bicycle rides to the 
local village and along jungle 
paths. Or, simply sit on a 
veranda and watch life on the 
lake unfold before you.

Day 7
Kumarakom – Cochin
Transfer to Cochin Airport 
for departure. 

KERALA

Cochin

Alleppey

Kumarakom

Thekkady

The old trading port of Cochin, the wildlife sanctuary in 

Thekkady and the tranquil backwaters of Alleppey – the 

perfect introduction to the laid-back lifestyle, wonderful food 

and friendly people of Kerala. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Discover Fort Cochin – packed with historical 
sights, pleasant cafes and antique shops ■ Explore the trails of 
Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary ■ Overnight houseboat cruise  
■ Relax with a resort stay in the Kerala backwaters.

MEALS: 6 breakfasts, all meals on houseboat in Kerala.
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CLASSIC KERALA 
12 DAYS/11 NIGHTS | COCHIN – COCHIN 

Departs: Daily | Tour code: BV16BOK

Day 1
Cochin
On arrival in Cochin you will be 
met and transferred to your 
hotel. Remainder of the day at 
your leisure. 

Day 2
Cochin
Take a tour of Cochin this 
morning, including visits to 
the Dutch Palace, the Jewish 
Synagogue, St Francis Church 
and the Chinese fishing nets. 
Afternoon free to explore 

the quiet streets around the 
Chinese fishing nets, which are 
filled with shops and cafes. With 
very little traffic to navigate, Fort 
Cochin is the perfect place to 
explore on foot. 

Days 3 & 4 
Cochin – Munnar 
Depart this morning for the 
drive to the small hill station 
of Munnar – the former 
summer resort of the British 
Government in India. Situated 
at a height of 1,800 metres, 
Munnar is the highest town in 
Kerala and lies at the heart of 
the tea country. Sprawling tea 
plantations, picture-book towns, 
winding lanes and stunning 
scenery make this a popular 
resort town. Take a few days to 
unwind. Perhaps take a stroll 
through a tea plantation, visit 
the Tea Museum or you may 

also visit Eravikulam National 
Park (closed in February and 
March for the calving season) to 
spot the rare mountain goat. 

Day 5  
Munnar – Thekkady
AAfter breakfast, embark on 
the 3-hour drive up the steep 
‘ghat road’ to the town of 
Thekkady, which sits adjacent to 
the Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary. 
The park is situated high in the 
Western Ghat mountain range, 
on the border of Tamil Nadu 
and Kerala. The afternoon is 
at your leisure. You may like to 
tour a plantation with a guide 
to see how well-known spices 
such as cardamom, cloves and 
pepper grow. Activities such 
as a guided walk or spending 
time with elephants and their 
Mahout can be arranged locally.

Day 6 
Thekkady
An early morning walk in the 
park with a naturalist guide is 
a lovely way to begin the day. 
The trails often pass through 
evergreen and moist deciduous 
forests interspersed with 
marshy grasslands. This is an 
interpretive program offering 
opportunity to watch wild 
animals such as elephant, Nilgiri 
langurs, lion tailed macaque, 
Malabar squirrel, sambar deer, 
barking deer, dhole (Indian wild 
dogs), porcupines and sloth 
bears. The birds of the park 
include around 180 species. 
Prominent among these are 
darters, cormorants, kingfishers, 
the great Malabar hornbill and 
racket-tailed drongoes.

KERALA

Cochin

Alleppey

Kumarakom
Marari

Thekkady

Munnar

Kerala is a world away from the frenzy of elsewhere in India. 

With its famous backwaters, elegant houseboats, Ayurveda 

treatments and delicately spiced cuisine, it’s easy to see why 

its local inhabitants refer to it as ‘God’s Own Country’. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Historic Cochin ■ Hill station resort town of 
Munnar ■ Kerala backwaters & overnight houseboat cruise 
■ World renowned Kumarakom Bird Sanctuary ■ Unwind at 
Marari’s palm fringed beaches.

MEALS: 11 breakfasts, all meals on houseboat in Kerala.
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Day 7 
Thekkady – Alleppey 
Arrive at Alleppey jetty where 
you will board your home for 
the night – an air-conditioned, 
comfortably furnished 
houseboat. The boat makes its 
way through Vembanad Lake, 
located in the heart of the 
Kerala backwaters. This is the 
largest lake in the state and one 
of the biggest in India. The deck 
is a perfect spot for sitting back 
and observing life in this unique 
environment – you will see 
traders selling their wares from 
their boats, people washing, 
kids going to school – backwater 
life on display!

Days 8 & 9 
Alleppey – Kumarakom
A morning leisurely return 
to the jetty where you 
disembark your houseboat 
and continue onto Kumarakom 
– an enchanting backwater 
destination with a world 
renowned bird sanctuary.

You have two wonderful days 
here to explore with an array 
of optional activities available – 
such as short walks or bicycle 
rides through villages, explore 
local farms and learn about 
backwater farming techniques, 
bird watching, boat rides and 
cooking classes.

Days 10 & 11
Kumarakom – Marari
Depart Kumarakom for the 
short drive to the beautiful 
Marari Beach, which lies on 
a relatively undiscovered 
shore between the renowned 
backwaters of Alleppey and the 
cultural hub of Cochin. This is 
an ideal destination for a couple 
of days on a sandy palm fringed 
beach to completely relax.

Day 12  
Marari – Cochin
Take one last stroll along the 
beach before you bid farewell 
to this tropical paradise and 
transfer to the airport to join 
your departing flight.
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CLASSIC SOUTH INDIA 
13 DAYS/12 NIGHTS | CHENNAI – COCHIN 

Departs: Daily | Tour code: BV16SI1

Day 1
Chennai 
Arrive in Chennai and transfer 
to your accommodation. 
Remainder of the day at 
your leisure.

Day 2 
Chennai – Pondicherry
Chennai is the fourth largest 
of the Indian cities. A former 
trading post for the East India 
Company, it is a fascinating 
city with ancient temples and 
unique culture, golden sandy 
beaches merging with the 
breakers of the Bay of Bengal 
and a marvellous tradition 
of music and dance. Spend 
this morning on a fascinating 
guided Story Trails tour of the 
city. Later, drive to the former 
French colonial settlement 
of Pondicherry. 

Day 3
Pondicherry 
Begin this morning with a 
leisurely stroll around the 
tranquil, broad tree-lined 
boulevards and avenues of the 
French Quarter where colonial 
heritage villas line the streets. 
Pink and white bougainvilla 
plants and French street signs 
are also part of the charm of 
these streets. Call into the Sri 
Aurobindo Ashram. Founded 
in 1926 by Sri Aurobindo, this 
serene spiritual community 
located in the heart of the town, 
attracts thousands of devotees 
and visitors from around 
the world. 

Day 4
Pondicherry – Tanjore
Continue onto Tanjore – the 
former ancient capital of 
Cholas – one of the greatest 
dynasties of South India. In 
the afternoon, take a tour of 
this fascinating city, dominated 
by the enormous tower of 
the Brihadishwara Temple. 
It is considered the pinnacle 
of Chola temple architecture 
and is today a UNESCO World 
Heritage Monument. 

Days 5 & 6
Tanjore – Chettinad
The drive this morning brings 
you to the Chettinad region – 
made famous for the stunning 
mansions built by the Chettiars, 
business tycoons of South 
India who made their fortunes 
in south-east Asia in the 19th 
century. Your accommodation 
is in one of these beautifully 
restored buildings. Over the 
next few days you have free 
time to explore the fascinating 
local towns with a driver and 
vehicle at your disposal. 

Day 7
Chettinad – Madurai 
One of South India’s oldest 
cities, Madurai has been an 
important center of learning 
and pilgrimage for centuries, 
mainly due to its famous 
Meenakshi Temple with its 
labyrinthine structure placing 
it as a must see in this part of 
India. Madurai offers a number 
of seemingly modest sights and 
experiences that nonetheless 
can be quite captivating for the 
curious visitor.

TAMIL NADU
KERALA

Pondicherry 

Tanjore
ChettinadCochin

Alleppey

Chennai

Madurai
Thekkady 

Kanam

A perfect introduction to the relaxed lifestyle and contrasting 

historical and cultural identities in India’s most southerly states 

– Tamil Nadu and Kerala. Exhibiting different languages, cuisine, 

temples, climate and landscapes – though the people share the 

same friendly and hospitable nature. 

HIGHLIGHTS: French colonial settlement of Pondicherry  
■ UNESCO World Heritage Monuments at Tanjore  
■ Houseboat cruising on Vembanad Lake ■ Estate homestay in 
Kerala ■ Meenakshi Temple in Madurai ■ Historic Cochin  
■ Mansions of Chettinad.

MEALS: 12 breakfasts, all meals at Kalaketty Estate / Serenity at 
Kanam and on Houseboat in Kerala.
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Day 8
Madurai – Thekkady
Begin today with an early 
wander through narrow 
laneways filled with stalls of 
spices, vegetables and flowers 
which will enable you to 
experience something of the 
vibrant daily life of this temple 
town. Visit Meenakshi Temple 
– the temple of the ‘fish-eyed 
goddess’ is one of the largest 
and most awe-inspiring temples 
in all of India – containing a 
multitude of shrines, halls 
and colonnades, all teeming 
with colour, noise and people. 
Later drive to Thekkady. 

Days 9 & 10
Thekkady – Kanam/
Kalaketty
Leaving Thekkady continue 
onto to Kanam Estate/ Kalaketty 
Estate where you will have 
two days to explore the area. 
Activities can be arranged 
through the hotel and include 
cycling tours of local villages, 
escorted walks in nearby rubber 
and spice plantations, bullock 
cart rides and local village tours. 
Or simply pamper yourself with 
an Ayurveda spa treatment. 

Day 11
Kanam/Kalaketty – 
Alleppey
Depart this morning for the 
drive to Alleppey jetty where 
you will board your home 
for the night – a comfortably 
furnished, air-conditioned 
houseboat. Located in the 
heart of the Kerala backwaters, 
Vembanad Lake is the largest 
lake in the state and one of 
India’s biggest. Observing life in 
this unique environment is best 
done from the deck where you 
can see backwater life close up 
as you drift slowly by. 

Day 12
Alleppey – Cochin
After a leisurely return to 
the jetty you disembark this 
morning and continue onto 
Cochin. With virtually no traffic, 
Fort Cochin is the perfect place 
to explore by foot. The quiet 
streets around the Chinese 
fishing nets are filled with small 
shops and pleasant cafes, while 
a short auto-rickshaw ride 
away is Jewtown, which is full of 
antique shops and restaurants. 
Cochin is a place where you 
can see a Jewish synagogue, 
Portuguese churches, Dutch 
architecture, mosques, temples 
and Chinese fishing nets all in 
one day.

Day 13
Cochin 
Take a tour of Cochin this 
morning, including visits to 
Mattancherry or Dutch Palace, 
the Jewish Synagogue, St Francis 
Church and the famous Chinese 
fishing nets. Later perhaps 
take one last stroll of the 
town before your transfer to 
the airport. 
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BACK ROADS OF SOUTH INDIA
18 DAYS/17 NIGHTS | COCHIN – GOA 

Departs: Daily | Tour code: BV16SI2

Day 1
Cochin
Welcome to Kerala! You will be 
met on arrival and transferred 
to your accommodation. 

Day 2 
Cochin
Fort Cochin is a quaint town and 
a great introduction to Kerala. 
It displays many signs of its 
history as a much sought-after, 
and often exchanged, prize in 
the colonial tussle that began 
with the arrival of the Dutch 
in approximately 1503. Take a 
sightseeing tour this morning 
with a local guide. Fort Cochin’s 
quiet streets are pleasant to 
explore by foot, with many 
inviting cafes and boutiques to 
meander through. 

Days 3 & 4 
Cochin – Kannur
Morning at leisure before 
you embark on the train to 
Kannur. Kannur is said to be 

the ancient port of Naura, from 
whose shores King Solomon’s 
ships collected timber to 
build the great temple of 
Jerusalem. You have two days 
to experience optional activities 
available in the area such as 
witnessing the mesmerising 
Theyyam, a temple ritual. Your 
accommodation while here 
serves you home-cooked 
breakfast, lunch and dinner with 
fresh seafood specialties and 
is only a five minute walk to the 
nearby beach.

Days 5 & 6 
Kannur – Wayanad
Drive this morning to Wayanad. 
The district’s stunning 
landscape combines epic 
mountain scenery with rice 
paddies of iridescent green. 
While here, optional activities 
and excursions in this area 
include – spice plantation walks, 
bird watching, excursion to the 
Neolithic Eddakal Caves and 
a visit to the town of Sultan’s 
Battery which was a former 
stronghold of Tipu Sultan.

Days 7 & 8 
Wayanad – Kabini
After breakfast begin the drive 
toward the Kabini reservoir. 
Once a private hunting lodge of 
the Maharaja of Mysore, Kabini 

was a popular hunting location 
for the British and Indian 
royalty. Today it is considered 
to be one of the best wildlife 
sanctuaries in Karnataka. The 
643-sq-kms of forestland, steep 
valleys, and water bodies, is 
home to herds of elephants, 
gaur, chital, sambar, barking 
deer, sloth bears, langur, 
leopards, tigers and crocodiles 
and over a hundred species of 
birds. Spend the next two days 
exploring this vast wilderness 
on dawn & dusk jeep safaris.

Cochin

Kannur
Wayanad

Kabini
Mysore

Hospet HampiGoa

Coorg

KARNATAKA

KERALA

With tea plantations, wildlife safaris, village treks, former British 

hill stations and UNESCO World Heritage sites, this superb 

itinerary has been crafted to include diverse environments and 

fascinating insights into South India’s rich cultural heritage. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Historic Fort Cochin ■ Dawn & dusk wildlife jeep 
safaris at Kabini Wildlife Sanctuary ■ Discover Mysore’s bustling 
markets & city palace ■ Explore the ruins of the imperial city of 
Hampi ■ Observe the mesmerising temple riutal Theyyam  
■ The stunning mountain landscape of Wayanad ■ The laidback 
lifestyle of Goa.

MEALS: 17 breakfasts, all meals in Kannur, Kabini & Coorg.  
All meals at Wayanad (not available in Standard category).
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Days 9 & 10 
Kabini – Coorg 
This morning head into the hills 
to Coorg, a region of rugged 
mountains interspersed with 
cardamom jungle, coffee 
plantations and lush rice paddy 
fields that lies in the Western 
ghats. Coorg is a postcard-
perfect region of scattered 
villages and hamlets, which are 
the epitome of old-world charm. 
Kodagu is ideal for outdoor 
enthusiasts and over the next 
few days you’ll discover local 
villages and culture, cooking 
classes, plantation walks 
and trekking. 

Day 11
Coorg – Mysore
After breakfast drive to Mysore. 
Located at the base of the 
Chamundi Hills, Mysore is a 
lovely city of palatial buildings 
and tree-lined boulevards and 
parks, making it a very pleasant 
place to stroll around. Check in 
to your hotel on arrival and the 
remainder of the day is free.

Day 12
Mysore 
Spend this morning on a 
walking tour of the city with 
a local guide. Discover the 
pleasures of Mysore, with its 
elaborate princely palace and 
its bustling markets and central 
shopping area, which are great 
fun to explore. Mysore is known 
for its palaces, flower markets, 
silk textiles and sandalwood. Its 
most famous palace is the lavish 
Maharaja’s Palace; built in 1912, 
it is a blend of Hindu, Islamic 
and European styles. 

Day 13
Mysore – Hospet
Today you may spend a full day 
at leisure or explore Mysore 
markets with a car & driver 
at your disposal. Later in the 
afternoon, transfer to the 
railway station to board an 
overnight train to Hospet.

Day 14
Hospet – Hampi
Arrive into Hampi early this 
morning. The ruins of the 
capital city of the Vijayanagar 
Empire is one of the world’s 
great archaeological sites, made 
all the more special because 
of the unique environment in 

which it is set, its remoteness 
and a relative lack of visitors. 
A two-night stay here enables 
you to do justice to Hampi’s 
superb sites.

Day 15
Hampi 
Spend today exploring the ruins 
of this imperial capital with an 
expert local guide. Spread out 
over an area of around 20-sq-
kms, the city was originally 
encompassed by seven lines 
of fortifications featuring a 
large number of bastions and 
gateways. The seventh and 
innermost fortification enclosed 
the main city and is the 
best preserved.

Days 16 & 17
Hampi – Goa
An early train takes you to 
Goa – often referred to as ‘the 
pearl of the orient’. Known for 
its many beautiful beaches, 
Goa is abundantly endowed 
with historical forts, palaces, 
museums and Portuguese 
churches. It has a soul which 
goes deep into its unique 
history, rich culture and some 
of the most beautiful natural 
scenery that India has to offer. 
For the next two days it is yours 
to explore at your leisure. 

Day 18
Goa 
Transfer to the airport and fly 
to Mumbai or Bangalore for 
international departure. 
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CUISINES OF INDIA 
16 DAYS/15 NIGHTS | DELHI – MUMBAI 

Departs: Daily | Tour code: BV16COI

Day 1
Delhi
On arrival in Delhi you will be 
met and transferred to your 
accommodation. 

Day 2
Delhi 
Enjoy a morning visit to the 
medieval Jama Masjid, followed 
by a short walking tour of 
Old Delhi. Whilst discovering 
Old Delhi you can stop at the 

famous Karim’s Restaurant for 
a nihari breakfast – a stew of 
slow cooked beef or lamb – as 
well as sampling some of the 
area’s many street snacks. In 
the afternoon explore New 
Delhi, including visits to Qutab 
Minar and Humayun’s Tomb 
and drive past the buildings 
designed by Lutyens. In the 
evening, dinner will be taken 
at a Punjabi restaurant.

Day 3
Delhi – Lucknow 
A morning fast train will take 
you to Lucknow. The afternoon 
is free – you may like to do 
some exploration on your 
own. In the evening you’ll visit 
a Nawab’s Haveli – a traditional 
home of a local ruler – where 
you will be served the famous 
local cuisine, Awadhi. The 
recipes of many of the dishes 
prepared for dinner would 
have been passed down 
from the forefathers of the 
Nawab’s family.

Day 4
Lucknow 
Enjoy a tour of Lucknow 
city – visit the beautiful Bara 
Imambara built by Asaf-ud-
Daula in the year 1784 and the 
Residency, which played an 
important role in the history 

of the region during the 
rebellion of 1857. Later, take a 
walk through the streets and 
laneways where Lucknow’s 
famous street food abounds 
– particularly its well-known 
barbeque tikka and kebabs. 
Enjoy lunch at Tunda’s Kebabs, 
one of the city’s most popular 
food outlets. 

Day 5
Lucknow – Kolkata 
A morning flight brings you to 
Kolkata. After settling into your 
hotel, a guided walk through 
a local market will familiarise 
you with the ingredients that 
go into authentic Bengali food. 
Following this you will be taken 
for a cooking demonstration 
and dinner at a traditional 
Bengali home.

UTTAR PRADESH

MAHARASHTRA

KERALA

WEST
BENGAL

TAMIL
NADU

Mumbai

Delhi

Cochin
Calicut

Alleppey

Kolkata

Chennai

Lucknow

Tellicherry

Sample the exotic flavors of India from quick street snacks in 

Old Delhi to traditional Bengali food in a Kolkata home and 

regal Awadhi dishes in a restored Nawab’s haveli in Lucknow. 

You will have the opportunity to learn the secrets of Indian 

cuisine with cooking demonstrations along the way. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Karim’s Restaurant Old Delhi ■ Local Awadhi 
cuisine at a Nawab’s Haveli – Lucknow ■ Shop for ingredients for 
a Bengali feast in Kolkata ■ Savour local delicacies while cruising 
the backwaters of Kerala ■ Cooking class hosted by highly 
regarded cook and author, Nimmy Paul in Cochin ■ Visit the 
famous Café Leopold in Mumbai.

MEALS: 15 breakfasts, all meals on houseboat in Kerala, dinner 
at Punjabi restaurant in Delhi, dinner with Nawab family in 
Lucknow, street food & lunch at Tunda’s Kebab in Lucknow, 
dinner with Bengali family in Kolkata, dinner of Chettinad 
cuisine in Chennai, lunch at local restaurant in Chennai, dinner 
at Trishna restaurant in Mumbai, lunch at Cafe Leopold in 
Mumbai, meal with Nimmy Paul cooking class & Ayesha Manzil 
in Tellicherry.
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Day 6
Kolkata
This morning you will be 
collected from your hotel 
and taken to Chinatown for 
a Chinese breakfast. Here 
the whole family takes part in 
preparing dishes; you will be 
able to observe the preparation 
of tai pao, yeo teow and mee 
gao pan, that takes long hours 
of grinding rice to prepare. In 
the afternoon you can take 
a guided sightseeing tour 
or enjoy one of our many 
Insight Activities.

Day 7
Kolkata – Chennai 
This morning transfer to the 
airport for a flight to Chennai. 
You will be met on arrival and 
transferred to your hotel. 
Remainder of the day at leisure. 
In the evening visit a specialty 
restaurant to experience unique 
Chettinad cuisine.

Day 8
Chennai
Discover the sights of Chennai 
this morning with a guided city 
tour. This could include visits 
to: Fort St George, St Mary’s 
Church, Chennai Museum 
and the Kapaleeshwara 
Temple. For lunch you will 
visit a popular local food 
outlet to sample traditional 
Tamil Brahmin Cuisine (South 
Indian vegetarian).

Day 9
Chennai – Cochin 
Transfer to the airport this 
morning for a flight to Cochin; 
you will be met on arrival and 
transferred to your hotel. In the 
afternoon take a sightseeing 
tour of Fort Kochi, including the 
Dutch Palace, Chinese fishing 
nets and St Francis Church.

Day 10
Cochin 
This morning enjoy a cooking 
class with highly regarded cook 
and author, Nimmy Paul. Nimmy 
will host you at her home – a 
lovely bungalow in a leafy back 
street – with a personalised 
cooking demonstration in 
her outdoor kitchen set in a 
large garden. She will explain 
a range of dishes, which you 
will then eat for lunch – this 
is a traditional sadhya, which 
comprises several dishes served 
on a banana leaf. ‘Sadhya’ is the 
word for banquet in Malayalam, 
and is typically prepared for 
marriages and festivals.

Day 11
Cochin – Alleppey
Depart Cochin this morning 
for the 2-hour drive to 
Alleppey, where you board a 
houseboat for an afternoon 
cruise and overnight stay. 
Whilst cruising through the 
backwaters of Kerala you will 
have an opportunity to interact 
with your on-board cook 
who will prepare traditional 
Keralan food.

Day 12
Alleppey – Tellicherry
After breakfast, disembark 
the houseboat and transfer to 
Alleppey station to board a train 
to Tellicherry, a small coastal 
town in North Kerala. You will be 
met on arrival and transferred 
to your accommodation, Ayisha 
Manzil. Ayisha Manzil is a 
comfortable homestay where 
your host is well regarded for 
her authentic Mappila cuisine. 

Day 13
Tellicherry
You can discover the rich 
flavors of traditional North 
Kerala cuisine here. Your host, 
Ms Faiza Moosa, is an expert 
on Mappila cuisine and serves 
unique dishes for each meal. 
A stay at Ayisha Manzil is a must 
for any food tour of India.  
Today Ms Faiza will demonstrate 
the preparation of several 
Mappila dishes. 

Day 14
Tellicherry – Calicut – 
Mumbai 
Today you will be driven to 
Calicut airport for a flight 
to Mumbai. You will be met 
on arrival and transferred 
to your hotel. Tonight you 
will dine at Trishna, one of 
Mumbai’s most popular and 
well-known restaurants. A 
seafood speciality restaurant 
serving coastal cuisine, Trishna 
is particularly famous for its 
crab preparations. It also 
serves prawn koliwada (batter-
fried prawns) and pomfret 
Hyderabadi (a local fish 
barbecued with a coating of 
freshly ground pepper).

Day 15
Mumbai
Enjoy a sightseeing tour of 
Mumbai this morning. For 
lunch, visit the famous Café 
Leopold. This is one of the 
oldest cafés in Mumbai and is 
a popular hangout for travellers 
and locals alike, known for 
its relaxed ambiance, great 
food and reasonably priced 
drinks. Return to your hotel 
and remainder of the day is 
at leisure.

Day 16
Mumbai
Tour concludes in Mumbai 
this morning.
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WILDLIFE OF INDIA 
16 DAYS/15 NIGHTS | DELHI – BANGALORE 

Departs: Daily | Tour code: BV16WOI

Day 1
Delhi
On arrival in Delhi you will be 
met and transferred to your 
accommodation. 

Day 2
Delhi – Jabalpur – Kanha
After a short flight to Jabalpur, 
drive to Kanha. Once the 
exclusive hunting ground of 
British viceroys, Kanha National 

Park extends over 1,940-sq-
kms and is the largest national 
park in central India. It is also 
amongst the most scenic and 
beautiful wildlife reserves 
in India, comprising lush sal 
and bamboo forests, grassy 
meadows and ravines and 
home to some 22 species of 
mammals and 300 species 
of birds. 

Days 3 & 4
Kanha
Spend the next two days 
exploring the national park with 
the option to take both early 
morning and late afternoon 
safaris. Forest Department 
guides accompany visitors 
around the park on mapped-
out circuits, which enable 
viewing of a good cross-section 
of Kanha’s wildlife.

Day 5
Kanha – Satpura
Drive to Satpura after breakfast. 
The terrain of Satpura National 
Park is rugged and consists of 
sandstone peaks, deep narrow 
gorges, ravines, waterfalls 
and dense forests. Sloth 
bear, several species of deer, 
chausingha or four-horned 
antelope, Nilgai antelope, wild 
dog, wolf, hyena and Rhesus 
macaque are just some of the 
mammals that inhabit the park. 
The park also provides a habitat 
for more than 300 bird species 
including birds of prey such 
as black eagle, Rufous-bellied 
eagle, Shahin falcon, Bonelli’s 
eagle and mountain hawk Eagle.

Days 6 & 7
Satpura
Satpura affords a number of 
means of viewing wildlife and 
birdlife – from jeep safaris, 

elephant safaris and canoe 
rides, to walking. Spend the next 
two days exploring this amazing 
national park.

Day 8
Satpura – Bhopal – 
Delhi
Transfer to Bhopal today for 
your flight to Delhi. You will be 
met on arrival and transferred 
to a hotel for an overnight stay 
before tomorrow morning’s 
departure for Kaziranga.

Day 9
Delhi – Guwahati – 
Kaziranga
A short flight to Guwahati 
followed by a 5 hour drive 
brings you to the UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, Kaziranga 
National Park. Lying on the flood 
plains of the Brahmaputra River, 
it is home to the world’s largest 
population of Indian rhinoceros, 
Indian elephant and boasts 
the highest density of tigers in 
the world. The reptilian fauna 
include Assam roofed turtle, 
water monitor, Indian python, 
common cobra and king cobra. 
Its numerous water bodies 
attract thousands of migratory 
birds that visit seasonally from 
as far afield as Siberia.

MADHYA
PRADESH

KARNATAKA

ASSAM

Delhi

Jabalpur
KanhaSatpura 

Bhopal

Kaziranga

Guwahati

Bangalore
Nagarhole

Created for wildlife enthusiasts, this itinerary explores the most 

interesting wildlife experiences in India and includes visits to 

four of India’s most rewarding national parks – Satpura, Kanha, 

Kaziranga and Nagarhole. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Spot the elusive Royal Bengal Tiger at Kanha 
National Park ■ Explore Satpura National Park atop an elephant 
■ Visit a UNESCO World Heritage Wildlife Site at Kaziranga  
■ View exotic birdlife and crocodiles by boat on the Kabini River 
in Nagarhole National Park.

MEALS: 15 breakfasts, all meals at Kanha, Satpura, Kaziranga  
& Nagarhole.
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Days 10 & 11 
Kaziranga
Spend the next two days 
exploring the park with 
experienced and passionate 
guides and park rangers. You 
can take early morning and late 
afternoon safaris by elephant or 
by 4×4 open-top jeep. Elephant 
rides, in particular, enable you 
to get close to the wildlife, 
especially rhinos and buffalo, 
which can be easily seen in the 
marshes and grasslands.

Day 12
Kazaringa – Guwahati
A long day’s drive brings you to 
Guwahati for an overnight stay.

Day 13
Guwahati – Bangalore 
– Nagarhole
Transfer to the airport for a 
flight to Bangalore. You will be 
met on arrival and driven to 
Nagarhole National Park – a 
5.5 hour scenic drive through 
plantations of ginger and lemon 
grass, and small villages.

Spread over 645-sq-kms of 
lush forestland, steep valleys, 
waterfalls and streams, 
Nagarhole is one of the most 
popular wildlife destinations 
of Karnataka. It is home to 
herds of elephants, gaur, chital, 
sambar, barking deer, sloth 
bears, langur, leopards, tigers 
and crocodiles and more than 
270 species of birds.

Days 14 & 15
Nagarhole
Take two full days to enjoy the 
resort and in the company of 
a naturalist, experience two 
jeep safaris into the park each 
day. The activities on offer 
here include a coracle (a round 
native boat) ride on the Kabini 
River to view aquatic bird-life 
and spot crocodiles and other 
wildlife on the water’s edge, a 
bike ride offering breath-taking 
mountain views or a bullock cart 
ride which will take you on a 
slow trip to the nearby village. 

Day 16
Nagarhole – Bangalore 
The tour concludes on arrival 
in Bangalore. 
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BACK ROADS OF THE FAR NORTH 
15 DAYS/14 NIGHTS | DELHI – DELHI

OPTIONAL EXTENSION – 11 DAYS/10 NIGHTS 
Departs: Daily | Tour code: BV16BFN

Day 1 
Arrive Delhi
You will be met upon arrival 
and transferred to your hotel. 
Delhi is a sprawling metropolis 
of more than 18 million people, 
packed with museums, art 
galleries, historic sites, shops 
and bazaars. 

Day 2
Delhi 
Explore Old Delhi. Visit Jama 
Masjid, India’s largest mosque, 
stroll through Khari Baoli spice 
market and enjoy a ride on a 
cycle rickshaw. Later, drive by 
Lutyens’ New Delhi including 
India Gate and parliament. 

Day 3
Delhi – Amritsar 
Fly to Amritsar. This afternoon, 
drive to the Pakistan/India 
border to view the sunset 
Wagah border closing. This 
daily ceremony, conducted by 
military from both countries, 
is as much a spectacle as 
anything; with large crowds 
watching, cheering and 
clapping. Afterwards visit the 
Golden Temple to observe the 
evening Palki ceremony. 

Day 4
Amritsar – Gurdaspur
Discover Amritsar. The narrow 
streets and lanes of the walled 
city, with their vibrant street 
hawkers, rickshaws, traders and 
local eateries invite exploration. 
Later drive to the Gurdaspur 
region in India’s Punjab and 
your farm accommodation set 
serenely amidst vast green 
fields, crisscrossed by canals. 

Day 5
Gurdaspur
Enjoy a gentle guided walk 
this morning. Explore the 
countryside, visit farms and 
stroll through the local village. 
The afternoon is free to relax 
and enjoy this quiet rural 
environment. Alternatively, you 
can do some more walking 
– or cycling – there is a good 
network of trails. 

Day 6
Gurdaspur – 
Dharamsala
Depart for Dharamsala; the 
beautiful mountain abode 
that is the home in exile of His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama and a 
large Tibetan community. Check 
in to your hotel upon arrival and 
then you may choose to explore 
on your own this mountain 
town with its many cafes and 
handicrafts shops. 

Amritsar

Corbett NP Thikalna

Bhimtal
Itmenaan

Rishikesh
Haridwar

Dharamsala
Rakh

Gurdaspur

Shimla
Chandigarh
Ambala

New Delhi

Ganghet

This meandering journey showcases the pristine beauty and 

cultural diversity of the Himalayas and features several gentle 

day walks. A world away from the hustle and bustle of India’s 

teeming cities, the mighty Himalayan range offers spectacular 

scenery and the pleasant hill towns that were once the summer 

retreats of the British. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Sightseeing in Delhi ■ Golden Temple – Amritsar 
■ Farm stay at Gurdaspur in India’s Punjab ■ The beautiful 
mountain abode of Dharamsala with its Tibetan community  
■ Trek the trails of Rakh ■ Visit Shimla with its colonial era 
buildings & ride the scenic Toy Train ■ Explore Chandigarh – 
designed by French architect Le Corbusier.

MEALS (Main tour): 14 breakfasts, all meals at Gurdaspur  
and Rakh.
MEALS (Extension Tour): 10 breakfasts, all meals at Corbett, 
Bhimtal, Thikalna, Ganghet and Itmenaan.
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Day 7
Dharamsala 
Spend today sightseeing; 
visit Namgyal and Nechung 
monasteries, the Tibet Museum 
and St John’s Church. Lunch 
at Norling Café at Norbulingka 
Institute and afterwards visit 
its workshops where you 
can observe Tibetan artisans 
producing handicrafts such as 
thangka painting. 

Day 8
Dharamsala – Rakh
Depart for the short drive to 
Rakh and your hotel here, Rakkh 
Resort. Perched on a hilltop, 
it is surrounded by terraced 
hillsides and the Dhauladhars 
mountains in the distance. 
Afternoon at leisure. 

Day 9
Rakh
Enjoy a trek. There are a 
number of hiking trails from 
which to choose – from gentle 
hour-long walks into the nearby 
villages to more challenging five-
hour hikes. Your guide will point 
out the flora and fauna along 
the way. The length of the trek 
can be tailored to suit you. 

Day 10
Rakh – Shimla
Drive to Shimla, a hill station 
spilling over the steep slopes 
of a 12-kilometre ridge in 
the lower Himalayas. From a 
nondescript village, Shimla rose 
to become the summer capital 
of the British in India, who 
retreated to the hills to escape 
the heat of the plains. 

Day 11
Shimla
This morning ride the famous 
‘Toy Train’. Enjoy the rhythmic 
sound of it crawling on its track 
through the forest. Return to 
Shimla and spend the afternoon 
sightseeing including visits 
to the Viceregal Lodge, State 
Museum and Library and 
Jakku Temple. 

Day 12
Shimla
Shimla has retained a lot of its 
colonial charm. Today is free for 
relaxing, wandering along the 
Mall and enjoying the views. 

Day 13
Shimla – Chandigarh
Depart for Chandigarh. 
Picturesquely located at 
the foothills of the Shivaliks 
mountains, Chandigarh – the 
creation of Le Corbusier – is 
an entirely planned city. Built 
during the 1950s, its design was 
a response to Nehru’s dream 
to build “a new town symbolic of 
the freedom of India”. Luxuriate 
for 2 nights at Oberoi Sukhvilas, 
one of the accommodation 
options here. 

Day 14
Chandigarh
Free time today. You may like to 
explore the architecture of this 
fascinating city, which is known 
as one of the best experiments 
in urban planning and modern 
architecture in the twentieth 
century in India. 

Day 15
Chandigarh – Delhi
Fly to Delhi and connect to your 
international departure flight. 
Or, continue to discover India’s 
Far North for a further 11 days. 
A highlight of the extended 
tour is the 3-day village walk in 
the foothills of the Himalayas. 
An ideal extension for more 
active travellers. 

E X T E N S I O N  T O U R

Day 15
Chandigarh – Ambala – 
Haridwar
Drive to Ambala to board a train 
to Haridwar. Located on the 
banks of the Ganges, this is a 
holy pilgrimage city. 

Day 16 
Haridwar / Rishikesh
An expert local guide will help 
you explore Haridwar, a city of 
numerous ashrams, pilgrims’ 
guesthouses, temples, bathing 
ghats and tanks, and Rishikesh 
where rishis have gathered 
and taught for centuries beside 
the Ganges. 

Day 17
Haridwar – Corbett
Drive to Corbett National 
Park. Established in 1936, 
the park’s mountainous and 
grassland terrain extends over 
1300 square kms and protects 
over fifty mammals, including 
tiger and elephant and nearly 
600 bird species. 

Day 18
Corbett
Enjoy an early morning jeep 
safari in the national park. 
Afterwards take a walk into the 
forest with a naturalist, who will 
point out evidence of animals 
and instruct you on the art of 
tracking a tiger! Alternatively, 
cycle to nearby villages where a 
guide will talk to you about the 
Gujjar people. 

Day 19
Corbett – Bhimtal
Depart for Bhimtal this morning. 
Your hotel here, Fredy’s 
Bungalow, is a colonial-style 
homestead nestled among 
cypress and deodar trees on 
a wooded hillside, overlooking 
the Bhimtal Valley and the 
mountain slopes beyond. The 
homestead’s chef prepares 
delicious meals using fresh, 
local ingredients. 

Day 20
Bhimtal – Thikalna
Drive to Thikalna in the 
Kumaon region. An easy walk 
from the road head brings 
you to the village where 
you will spend the night in 
a 100-year old painstakingly 
restored traditional Kumaoni 
stone cottage. 

Day 21
Thikalna – Ganghet
Wake today to spectacular 
views of the Himalayas and 

enjoy breakfast outside with 
the snow-capped mountains 
as your backdrop. Set out on 
a 4-to-5 hour trek to Ganghet, 
walking through local villages 
and picturesque countryside. 
Your accommodation here is a 
traditional stone cottage located 
on the edge of a village. 

Day 22
Ganghet – Itmenaan
Today’s walk is largely downhill. 
After breakfast, begin the walk 
to Itmenaan Estate with your 
resident naturalist/guide, which 
will take approximately 6 hours. 
Set in a peaceful rural setting, 
Itmenaan includes virgin pine, 
oak and rhododendron trees, 
terraced fields laden with fruits 
and vegetables and a small 
natural spring. 

Day 23
Itmenaan
This is the perfect place in which 
to simply ‘do nothing’ but take 
in the mesmerising views. Enjoy 
the freshly prepared meals 
whilst dining in the garden 
and unwind after your village 
walk. Or, take a stroll to nearby 
villages to share tea with locals. 

Day 24
Itmenaan – Bhimtal
Make the return drive to 
Bhimtal this morning. Check in 
to Fredy’s Bungalow on arrival 
and the remainder of the day is 
at leisure. 

Day 25
Bhimtal – Delhi
Board a train to Delhi this 
morning. Check in to a hotel to 
freshen up before transferring 
to the airport for your 
international flight. 
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CONTEMPORARY INDIA 
13 DAYS/12 NIGHTS | DELHI – COCHIN 

Departs: Daily | Tour code: BV16CI

Day 1 
Delhi
Welcome to Delhi, India’s 
capital. You will be met upon 
arrival and transferred to your 
hotel. The city is known for its 

two distinct parts – Old Delhi 
and New Delhi. 

Day 2 
Delhi
Explore Delhi today with a local 
guide. The program can be set 
by you. You can choose the well-
known sights such as Jama Masjid 
and the spice market of old Delhi, 
or see some of the lesser-known 
parts of the city starting with a 
visit to Gurudwara Bangla Sahib, 
an important Sikh temple. This 
afternoon you may choose to 
visit Hauz Khas, a modern arts 
and shopping precinct with many 
boutiques and cafes that is a 
pleasant place to explore on foot 
for a few hours. 

Day 3 
Delhi
Enjoy a full day of leisure with 
the vehicle at your demand. 
You could opt to visit Khan 
Market – a shopping precinct 
popular with expats and middle 
class Indians alike. Here you can 
easily stroll among the shops 
– exploring the boutiques and 
stores and stopping at one of 
the many cafes and restaurants 
you will find for lunch. In the 
afternoon, you may choose to 
spoil yourself a little and enjoy 
a treatment at the spa of your 
hotel. Tonight, your itinerary 
includes dinner at one of the 
country’s top contemporary 
restaurants located in Delhi.

Day 4 
Delhi – Jaipur
Depart today for Jaipur – the 
capital of Rajasthan and 
popularly referred to as the Pink 
City. Jaipur is known for its forts 
and palaces that were once the 
residences of its royal rulers, 
as well as its large, bustling city 
market. It is also a major centre 
for traditional block printing 
on textiles and you will see 
many fine examples of this craft 
in Jaipur. The afternoon is at 
your leisure.

Day 5 
Jaipur
A local guide will introduce you 
to the major landmarks of Jaipur 
– the city’s biggest drawcard 
is Amber Fort and its dazzling 
Palace of Mirrors inside. 
Afterwards, a personalised 
guided walk will reveal parts of 
the city’s main market – from 
the local craftsmen to the  
street food you discover along 
the way. 

MAHARASHTRA

KERALA

Jaipur

Mumbai

Delhi

Cochin

RAJASTHAN

A gently paced tour showcasing contemporary India, with an 

emphasis on wonderful accommodation and leisure time. 

Stopping at just four great cities, the itinerary includes a day 

of guided exploration in each location and a day with a vehicle 

and driver to explore further on your own. This tour is designed 

to be a holiday, with less focus on conventional sightseeing and 

more space to relax. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Full day of leisure or time to explore cities in 
greater depth in Delhi, Jaipur, Mumbai & Cochin ■ Sightseeing in 
Delhi ■ Degustation Menu at Indian Accent in Delhi ■ Guided walk 
of the historic Fort area in Mumbai ■ Visit the bustling Crawford & 
Mangaldas markets in Mumbai ■ High Tea at the iconic Taj Mahal 
Hotel – Mumbai ■ Cochin sightseeing ■ Massage in Cochin.

MEALS: 12 breakfasts, high tea in Mumbai, 1 x dinner in Delhi.
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Day 6 
Jaipur
The day is at your leisure. You 
may wish to enjoy some leisure 
time or explore Jaipur further 
with a vehicle and driver at your 
disposal. Delve deeper into 
the city market – explore its 
inner laneways and bargain for 
arts, crafts and souvenirs you 
discover along the way. Bangles, 
leather slippers, kites and brass 
bells are among the items that 
may take your fancy. Jaipur is 
also home to several modern 
cafes and designer boutiques. 
Take some time to visit them 
should you wish. 

Day 7 
Jaipur – Mumbai
Fly to Mumbai today – India’s 
largest city. Mumbai is a 
thriving, glitzy megacity that’s 
home to more than 20 million 
people. It’s here that you can 
see the modern and traditional 
India side-by-side. Afternoon 
at leisure. 

Day 8 
Mumbai
Discover Mumbai. A resident 
local guide will show you the 
city’s historic Fort area during 
a gentle guided walk. Later, 
visit Crawford and Mangaldas 

market – and see where locals 
shop for goods from fruit 
to kitchen utensils, to home 
wares and the fabric needed 
for saris. Tonight you may 
wish to visit one the city’s best 
rooftop bars with spectacular 
views of Mumbai that we can 
recommend to you. 

Day 9
Mumbai
The day is yours at leisure. 
Relax at your hotel or explore 
this megacity further on your 
own with a vehicle and driver at 
your disposal. You may choose 
to spend some time at Colaba 
Causeway and surrounding 
streets with its mix of upmarket 
boutiques and street stalls. 
In the afternoon, enjoy a nod 
to India’s colonial past at the 
iconic Taj Mahal hotel with 
an indulgent high tea that is 
included in your itinerary. 

Day 10 
Mumbai – Cochin
Fly to Cochin. Upon arrival you 
will be transferred to your hotel 
and rest of the day is at leisure. 

Day 11
Cochin
Discover Fort Cochin. This 
quaint port city is a delightful 
place to spend time. Rich in 
history, there are many sights 
to see here including the Dutch 
Palace, Chinese fishing nets 
and the Jewish Synagogue. A 
resident local guide will take you 
to visit its key attractions. 

Day 12
Cochin
Day at leisure, with a vehicle 
and driver at your disposal. 
Enjoy the day in Cochin – with 
its almost car-free streets, 
Cochin is an easy and enjoyable 
place to stroll. Visit its many 
boutiques, bookstores and 
galleries, trawl the antique 
stores or linger at one of 
its appealing cafes. In the 
afternoon, a massage included 
in this tour will help you unwind. 

Day 13
Cochin
Today you will be collected 
from your hotel and transferred 
to the airport for your 
international departing flight.
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CLASSIC LADAKH 
11 DAYS/10 NIGHTS | DELHI – DELHI

Departs: Daily | Tour code: BV16CLL

Day 1
Delhi
You will be met on arrival and 
transferred to your hotel. Delhi 
is a fascinating city of two parts 
– the old and the new. Old 
Delhi still retains its medieval 
character to a great extent; 
while New Delhi – with the 
exception of the area around 
the parliament and presidential 
house – is like any other 
modern city with tall buildings 
and shopping malls.

Day 2
Delhi
Explore Delhi today with a 
guided sightseeing tour. Visit 
Humayun’s Tomb, Qutab Minar 
and the buildings designed by 
Lutyens including parliament 
and India Gate in New Delhi. 
In the old city you will walk 
through the main bazaars and 
markets and visit the medieval 
Jama Masjid. 

Day 3
Delhi – Leh
Take an early morning flight to 
Leh. Situated at the western 
edge of the Tibetan plateau, 
Ladakh is bound by the mighty 
Kurakoram mountain range 
to the north and the great 
Himalayas to the south. You will 
be met on arrival at the airport 
and transferred to your hotel. 
Take the day to acclimatise 
and adjust to Leh’s altitude 
of 3,500 metres. Toward the 
evening, visit the gleaming white 
Peace Pagoda. 

Day 4
Leh
This morning explore Leh 
– a remote high-altitude 
town lying in a fertile valley 
and surrounded by barren 
mountains and distant snow-
capped peaks. Developed as 

a market for traders travelling 
the Silk Road, it is an interesting 
town – colourful and vibrant 
with people from throughout 
the region who come to buy 
and sell their wares. Visit the 
nine-story Leh Palace built in 
the grand tradition of Tibetan 
architecture, and see the 
local bazaars.

Day 5
Leh – Stok
Today you will travel to Stok 
and explore some of the 
monasteries in the area. Visit 
Shey, the ancient capital of 
Ladakh and see its abandoned 

JAMMU &
KASHMIR

Stok
Leh

Nubra

Nimoo

New Delhi

This journey will take you to India’s northernmost region, 

to the remote and beautiful Ladakh. Discover breathtaking 

natural surrounds in these high mountain peaks – clear blue 

skies and rocky landscapes dotted with green valleys create 

a backdrop for impressive monasteries and palaces and age-

old subsistence. Explore the rich history, culture and religion 

of the Tibetan plateau as preserved and practised in these 

remote regions. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Explore Delhi ■ Tibetan architecture of Leh 
Palace ■ Visit Shey – the ancient capital of Ladakh ■ Ride the 
Bactrian double-humped camel ■ Travel the high mountain 
road Khardung La ■ Visit the Nubra Valley – popularly known 
as the valley of flowers ■ Explore Tibetan Buddhism with visits 
to monasteries at Thiksey, Hemis, Alchi ■ Visit the impressive 
Lamayuru Monastery.

MEALS: 10 Breakfasts, dinner or lunch at Stok/Thiksey, Nubra 
and Nimoo.
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palace, believed to have been 
the seat of power of the pre-
Tibetan kings. It contains a 
temple with an enormous gold 
plated Buddha image. Continue 
to Stok Palace – the residence 
of the Namgyals, the former 
rulers of Ladakh, and visit its 
museum. The evening is at 
leisure or explore the village 
further on your own. 

Day 6
Stok
Visit Thiksey Monastery – one of 
the largest and architecturally 
most impressive monasteries 
in Ladakh. It is noted for its 
resemblance to Potala Palace 
in Lhasa, Tibet. A 12-storey 
complex, it houses many 
items of Buddhist art such as 
stupas, statues, thangkas, wall 
paintings and swords. Later 
visit Hemis monastery, perhaps 
the richest of the central 
Ladakh monasteries. 

Day 7
Stok – Nubra
After breakfast, drive to Nubra 
via one of the world’s highest 
motorable roads, Khardung La 
at 5,600 metres. Khardung La 
is historically important as it 
lies on the major caravan trade 
route from Leh to Central Asia 
– a ‘feeder’ of the famous Silk 
Route. About 10,000 horses and 
camels used to take the route 
annually, and a small population 
of Bactrian camels can still be 
seen at Hunder. From Khardung 
La cross over to the other side 
for Nubra Valley; popularly 
known as Ldumra or the valley 
of flowers. 

Day 8
Nubra
This morning you will visit the 
Diskit monastery. Founded in 
the 14th century, this strikingly 
photogenic monastery belongs 
to the Gelugpa, or Yellow Hat, 
sect of Tibetan Buddhism. It 
houses a statue of Maitreya 
Buddha in the prayer hall, 
a huge drum and several 
thangkas and tantric drawings 
depicting fierce guardian deities. 
Later you will head to the sand 
dunes at Hunder where you 
may opt to take a ride on the 
double-humped Bactrian camel.

Day 9
Nubra – Nimoo 
Depart this morning for Nimoo. 
En route visit the Magnetic Hill 
that is alleged to have magnetic 
properties strong enough to 
pull cars uphill. On arrival, rest 
of the day will be at leisure. You 
may wish to go for a stroll in this 
charming Ladakhi village.

Day 10
Nimoo 
Today head to Alchi and 
Lamayuru monasteries. 
Alchi monastery is unique 
for the influence of Kashmiri 
art versus the pure Tibetan 

styles prevalent in most other 
monasteries in Ladakh. The 
interiors are covered with 
vibrant, colourful, detailed 
murals and elaborate wooden 
figures. Continue to Lamayuru 
Monastery, which is perched on 
a steep rocky outcrop and made 
up of a number of shrines. It 
also has a very rich collection 
of thankas and magnificent 
wall paintings.

Day 11
Nimoo – Leh – Delhi
Transfer to Leh airport for your 
flight to Delhi. Connect in Delhi 
to your international departure. 
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Welcome to luxury train travel in India.  

Embark on a luxurious voyage through the 

magnificent landscapes of India. Be transported 

into an age of romance and royalty, and discover 

the soul of this incredible country, from world 

heritage sites, forts and palaces to an array of 

cultural experiences. We offer you a selection of 

romantic and resplendent rail journeys in India for 

you to rediscover the art of elegant train travel.
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DECCAN ODYSSEY 

The perfect touch of elegance and royalty can be seen in every 
detail of the Deccan Odyssey. Built in 2004, the Deccan Odyssey 
comprises of 21 luxuriously appointed coaches, inspired by the 
imperial carriages used by the Maharajas of a bygone era.

Echoing the penchant for luxury of the erstwhile Maharajas, the 
spacious 11 guest accommodation coaches of the Deccan Odyssey 
reflect a particular era of the Deccan milieu, and are outfitted with 
a safe, telephone, attached en-suite, air-conditioning, internet 
and a personal attendant available around the clock for guests. 
Complemented by the very best of personal service, travelling in 
the private cabins of this deluxe train is a unique rail experience 
in India. 

The Deccan Odyssey has two 
multi-cuisine restaurants, 
Peshwa I and Peshwa II, 
offering a large selection of 
Indian, oriental and continental 
meals. The brilliantly decorated 
interiors, the relaxed ambience 
and the ever-changing scenery 
make for a pleasant and 
memorable dining experience. 

With a variety of choice wines 
and spirits from around the 
globe, the 
Mumbai Hi bar is 
a haven for the 
weary traveller. 
A great place 
to recount the 
day’s sightseeing 
activities 
with other 
passengers. 
Alternatively, 
guests can 
immerse 
themselves in a good book courtesy of the well-stocked 
library in the Deccan Odyssey lounge coach.

The train’s on board spa will pamper any fatigued 
traveller with therapeutic massage. From the treasure 
trove of the ancient Indian science of Ayurveda, a variety 
of health and wellness options are available to guests.
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Day 1 
Mumbai
Welcome aboard! Enjoy a royal 
and traditional Indian welcome 
before the train’s attendants 
take you to your cabin to settle 
in. Relax as the Deccan Odyssey 
departs for Bijapur.

Day 2 
Bijapur
Bijapur is a fascinating open-
air museum dating back to 
the Deccan’s Islamic era and 
is blessed with a multitude of 
mosques, mausoleums, palaces 
and fortifications. Spend some 
time roaming amongst these 
fascinating structures. Return 
to the train for a lavish lunch 
and linger in the dining carriage 
enjoying the landscape rolling 
past outside your window as 
your train continues its journey. 

Day 3 
Aihole – Pattadakal
This morning visit the 
superlative Chalukyan temples 
of Aihole and Pattadakal. With 

over 100 temples, the city of 
Aihole embodies the early 
stage of South Indian Hindu 
architecture. Most evident 
in the Ladkhan Temple, to 
the later and more complex 
buildings, such as the Meguti 
Temple. At the UNESCO World 
Heritage temple complex of 
Pattadakal, take time to learn 
about the convergence of North 
Indian Nagara style and South 
Indian Dravidian style of temple 
architectures. Later you can opt 
for a short trip to the impressive 
weaving village of Guledgudda 
or visit the town of Badami with 
its rock-cut caves and beautifully 
sculptured temples. 

Day 4 
Hampi
This morning the train will arrive 
at Hospet, where you disembark 
to visit the UNESCO World 
Heritage listed Hampi. Spend 
the day exploring the ruins of 
this imperial capital with an 
expert local guide. The ruins of 
the capital city of the Vijayanagar 
Empire are one of the world’s 
great archaeological sites.

Day 5 
Hyderabad
The Deccan Odyssey enters 
Hyderabad, a city whose wealth 
was founded on the trade of 
pearls, gold and diamonds.  

Visit Golconda Fort; one of 
the most magnificent fortress 
complexes in India and later 
stroll the city’s markets with its 
eye catching bangle sellers. At 
lunch you will taste Hyderabad’s 
other treasure – its famous 
biryani. A mouthwatering 
preparation of rice and meat 
that draws visitors to this 
city. Later, enjoy a visit to the 
stunning Falaknuma Palace. 

Day 6 
Aurangabad
In Aurangabad visit the 
impressive Ellora Caves, a 
UNESCO World Heritage listed 
site and considered to be one 
of the finest examples of cave-
temple architecture in India. 
The 34 rock-cut caves of Ellora 
represent Hindu and Buddhist 
art and feature the Kailash 
temple – believed to be a replica 
of Shiva’s celestial abode on Mt. 
Kailash. Afternoon to enjoy the 
train’s facilities and atmosphere. 

Day 7 
Aurangabad 
After breakfast, disembark 
and drive to the Ajanta Caves, 
another UNESCO World 
Heritage site. Ajanta Caves 
includes 30 rock-cut Buddhist 
caves that have been beautifully 
carved. All the caves feature 
sculptures and paintings of 
Buddhist religious art. Enjoy 
lunch on the train before an 
afternoon visit to the memorial 
of Mahatma Gandhi, one of the 
most important leaders of India.

Day 8
Aurangabad – Mumbai 
Your journey concludes 
after breakfast. Disembark 
at Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Terminus, Mumbai.

JEWELS OF THE DECCAN 
8 DAYS/7 NIGHTS | MUMBAI – MUMBAI

Departs: See price insert | Tour code: BV16JOD

MAHARASHTRA

Hyderabad

Aurangabad

 Bijapur

Pattadakal Aihole

Hampi

Mumbai TELANGANA

KARNATAKA

Be beckoned by the swaying 
palms and warm tropical 
waters of the Indian Ocean 
with our 12-day Classic Kerala 
tour. See pages 30–31 for 
details. 

Gain an insight into India’s glorious history and rich culture 

with this royal journey. Starting in Mumbai, this luxury 

train experience will take you to some of South India’s most 

impressive historical cities and archaeological sites, its palaces 

and forts and breathtaking cave-temples; cutting across 

many different empires that ruled central and south India 

throughout history. Operated by Deccan Odyssey. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Historic monuments at Bijapur ■ Visit the 
temples of Aihole and Pattadakal ■ Sightseeing at Badami  
■ Gaze at the architectural marvels of Hampi ■ Shop for bangles 
in Hyderabad’s city bazaars ■ Visit the UNESCO World Heritage 
Ajanta and Ellora Caves.

MEALS: All meals.
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Day 1  
Mumbai 
To begin your train journey, you 
will be met and transferred to 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus 
in Mumbai. You will be greeted 
with a warm traditional Indian 
welcome before boarding. The 
train’s attendants will then 
escort you to your luxury cabin. 

Day 2  
Vadodara
Vadodara is the cultural 
epicenter of Gujarat. Today you 
will visit Champaner-Pavagadh 
Archaeological Park – renowned 
for its forts, palaces, mosques, 
tombs and temples which are 
dotted all over its lush green 
landscape. Later, you may 
wish to pamper yourself at the 
on-board spa, or enjoy a book 
from the train’s library in the 
lounge coach. 

Day 3  
Palitana
Why not begin the day with bed 
tea – something of an Indian 
tradition – the round the clock 
personal attendants will gladly 
bring it to you to help start your 
day. Later, disembark to visit the 

renowned Jain temples, which 
are located atop sacred Mount 
Satrunjaya. Amid the massive 
warren of white marble shrines 
and temples, you’ll encounter 
many devotees dressed 
in white. 

Day 4  
Gir
Today’s activities include an 
early morning drive and guided 
wildlife tour of Gir National 
Park – the only habitat of 
the majestic Asiatic lions in 
India. The park is also a bird 
watcher’s paradise and home 
to other animals including the 
endangered Indian wolf, fox, 
jackals, wild cats, hyenas and 
wild boar. This afternoon relax 
and soak up the ambience 
aboard the Deccan Odyssey. 

Day 5 
Rann of Kutch
Begin today with a jeep safari 
into the marshy salt desert of 
the Rann of Kutch – located on 
the edge of the Thar Desert. 
Take in the scenic beauty of 
this white desert and visit the 
Wild Ass Sanctuary with its huge 
population of Indian Wild Ass 
and exquisite variety of birds. 
Later, visit the local villages and 
discover the distinct tribes of 
the Rann of Kutch. You may 
wish to relax in the train’s 
lounge coach before dinner.

Day 6  
Patan
Consider asking for an Indian 
breakfast this morning, as 
you leisurely start the day in 
the dining cart, taking in the 
passing views from the window. 
Today you will discover Patan, 
a seldom-visited 8th century 
fortified town renowned for 
its forts, lakes and places of 
worship. Explore the town 
including the sandstone sun 
temple at Modhera and the 
World Heritage Site of  
Rani Ki Vav. 

Day 7 
Nashik
After breakfast, you will explore 
Nashik. Begin by visiting the 
ancient Jain and Buddhist cave 
temples at Pandavleni. Later, 
you will head to Grover Zampa 
vineyards, one of the many 
winemakers in the Nashik area, 
to sample a variety of wines 
made locally. Lunch will also be 
taken at the vineyard. 

Day 8 
Nashik – Mumbai 
Arrive at Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Terminus Railway station in 
Mumbai in the morning where 
your journey concludes. 

HIDDEN TREASURES OF GUJARAT 
8 DAYS/7 NIGHTS | MUMBAI – MUMBAI 

Departs: See price insert | Tour code: BV16HTG

MAHARASHTRA

GUJARAT

Mumbai

Nashik

Patan

Gir
Palitana

Rann of
Kutch

Vadodara

Add our Quintessential Kerala 
tour to your rail journey 
to see more of India, or 
experience the nation’s 
historical and cultural east 
with our 16-day Classic East 
India itinerary. Turn to pages 
28–29 and 24–25 for details.

Explore the spectacular vistas of this vibrant land in one of 

India’s most luxurious trains. On this royal journey, we take 

you across the spellbinding destinations of Gujarat – exploring 

its key archaeological sites, temples, wildlife sanctuaries and 

vineyards along the way. Operated by Deccan Odyssey. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Medieval capital of Vadodara ■ Search for Asiatic 
lions and wildlife on safari at Gir ■ Desert jeep safari – Rann of 
Kutch ■ Pilgrimage sights of Palitana ■ Ancient Jain and Buddhist 
cave temples near Nashik ■ Discover Indian wines at Grover 
Zampa vineyards.

MEALS: All meals.
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ROYAL RAJASTHAN  
ON WHEELS

The Royal Rajasthan on Wheels is synonymous with style, elegance 
and grace. Visit the magical destination of Udaipur, perceive the 
intriguing sagas of forts and palaces of Jaipur, glimpse the art 
and sculpture of the temples of Khajuraho, be enlightened with 
spirituality at Varanasi and see the wonder of the world at Agra –  
all in sheer opulence. 

Super Deluxe Saloon – Your princely saloon offers spacious 
living with the complete comfort of a royal suite. The exquisite 
silk and velvet bedspreads and draperies take you to the era of 
royal opulence. 

Deluxe Saloon – The saloon has been designed to live up to the 
grandeur of contemporary 
princely living with elegant silk 
furnishings. These saloons have 
been thematically designed with 
coordinated colour schemes 
and textures to augment their 
splendour. 

The train’s two restaurants, 
Swaran Mahal and Sheesh 
Mahal, offer delicacies ranging 
from ethnic 
Rajasthani, 
Indian, 
Continental 
and Chinese 
Cuisines. They 
are thoughtfully 
and tastefully 
decorated to 
complement the 
elegance and 
style of the Royal 
Rajasthan on 
Wheels. Fine wines and international selections of liquors 
and spirits are also available. 

Guests can relax and pamper themselves on board 
during their journey at the train’s spa offering various 
massages and therapies amidst a royal ambience.
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Day 1
Delhi 
You will be met and transferred 
to Safdarjung Station where a 
traditional welcome awaits on 
board the Royal Rajasthan on 
Wheels. You will be escorted 
to your private saloon, where 
you can settle in and take in 
your opulent surroundings. 
Later, depart for your first stop 
– Jodhpur.

Day 2
Jodhpur 
Arriving into Jodhpur, begin 
your exploration at one of 
India’s most spectacular sites 
– the powerful Mehrangarh 
Fort. Afterwards, visit another 
example of Jodhpur’s 
architectural brilliance, Jaswant 
Thada; constructed of thin 
and highly polished intricately 
carved sheets of white marble. 
Later, you may choose to visit 
the train’s on board spa, or 
simply enjoy the view from the 
train’s windows.

Day 3
Udaipur 
The ‘Venice of India’ – Udaipur, 
holds stage as one of India’s 
truly seductive cities. Visit the 

City Palace with its complex 
of several palaces built by 22 
different Maharanas. The train 
then proceeds to Chittorgarh 
Fort, which offers the traveller 
an insight into the life of the 
great Rajput rulers. Victory 
Tower is one of the fort’s main 
attractions, as is the Palace of 
Queen Padmini. 

Day 4 
Ranthambore National 
Park & Jaipur
In bygone days Ranthambore 
was the scene of royal hunting 
parties. Today, it is famous for 
its tigers and is one of the best 
places in the country to see 
these majestic predators in 
the wild. Visit the park, before 
the train continues onto Jaipur, 

popularly known as India’s 
‘Pink City’. Later, ascend Amber 
Fort in the outskirts of Jaipur 
on an elephant, visit the City 
Palace and the famous Palace 
of Winds. 

Day 5 
Khajuraho
A local guide will take you to 
see the significant monuments 
of Khajuraho, including the 
Eastern Jain and Hindu temples, 
which are scattered throughout 
the area. At the Western Group 
of temples, the main shrine 
soars 31 metres high, and is 
in an almost perfect state of 
preservation. 

ROYAL RAJASTHAN ON WHEELS 
8 DAYS/7 NIGHTS | DELHI – DELHI 

Departs: See price insert | Tour code: BV16RRW

RAJASTHAN

MADHYA PRADESH

UTTAR
PRADESH

Delhi 
Agra

Varanasi

KhajurahoUdaipur 
Ranthambore

Jodhpur 
Jaipur

The Royal Rajasthan on Wheels transports you to an era of 

elegance, indulgence and adventure. Discover the wilds of 

Ranthambore, the magic of Udaipur, the forts and palaces of 

Jaipur, the art and sculpture of the temples of Khajuraho,  

the spiritual experiences at Varanasi and wonder of the  

world at Agra. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Visit the majestic Mehrangarh Fort in Jodhpur 
■ Search for tigers at Ranthambore National Park ■ UNESCO 
World Heritage listed temples of Khajuraho ■ Holy bathing ghats 
of Varanasi ■ Agra Fort and the sublime Taj Mahal ■ Amber Fort 
& City Palace – Jaipur.

MEALS: All meals.
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Day 6 
Varanasi
Why not start the day with a 
traditional Indian bed tea and 
enjoy the scenery passing 
by from your private saloon 
windows? The train’s staff will 
be happy to bring it to you! 
Disembark and explore Varanasi 
today. A holy site for Hindus and 
one of the oldest continuously 
inhabited cities in the world, 
Varanasi has a distinct feel. 
Narrow lane ways are crammed 
with shops, homes, games of 
cricket, cows, temples and much 
more. Visits to city’s ghats, Maha 
Aarti temples and the Buddhist 
Temples at Sarnath.

Day 7 
Agra 
The train takes you to 
Agra today – home to the 
finest examples of Mughal 
architecture in India including 
its most sublime and famous 
monument, the Taj Mahal. 
Spend time at this incredible 
monument to love and after 
take a trip to nearby Agra Fort. 

Day 8 
Delhi
Your journey aboard the Royal 
Rajasthan on Wheels comes to 
an end on arrival into Delhi.

Continue to discover the 
splendours of India after 
your train journey ends. 
Head south and explore 
Kerala with our 7-day 
Quintessential Kerala itinerary, 
or venture to Gujarat for the 
13-day Classic Gujarat tour. 
Refer to the table of contents 
for more details. 
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PALACE ON WHEELS

The Palace on Wheels offers opportunities to discover lavishness 
and romance amidst a royal ambience. It will transport guests 
through the elegance of the days of the Raj era, while covering 
the enchanting destinations of the royal state of Rajasthan. The 
sophistication along with warm hospitality on-board has been 
carrying the tradition of luxury train tours in India for more than 
three decades.

The saloons are exquisitely designed using traditional themes and 
are named after the places of the princely state of Rajasthan. The 
decor of the saloons represents the culture of the state through its 
traditionally carved furniture, paintings, handicrafts and furnishings. 
Each saloon has a mini pantry and an attached bathroom. There 
are attendants, round the clock, for guests.

Enjoy lavish dining experiences 
in the two restaurants on-
board the Palace on Wheels. 
Maharaja and Maharani each 
serve sumptuous cuisine 
including traditional Indian and 
other popular international 
cuisines. The lounge provides 
the opportunity to relax or to 
interact with other passengers. 
Designed beautifully with royal 
ambience where 
one can recline 
comfortably, 
read a book or 
simply be lost 
in the passing 
ever changing 
landscape. 

You can indulge 
in a variety 
of authentic 
Ayurveda 
treatments, therapies and 
therapeutic massages on-board. 
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Day 1
Delhi 
Delhi – the capital of India, 
is a hub of tradition, culture, 
and politics. The city houses 
several architectural wonders 
of a bygone era and it is 
here where you board the 
luxurious Palace on Wheels 
– your fabulous home for 
the next 7 nights. Settle in to 
your private saloon, taking in 
its magnificent royal décor as 
your journey begins. 

Day 2
Jaipur
The train takes you to the 
‘Pink City’ of Jaipur. Visit the 
City Palace complex with 
its fusion of Rajput, Mughal 
and European styles of 
architecture. Sit high atop 
a decorated elephant and 
slowly meander up the steep 
ramparts to the impressive 
Amber Fort and visit its 
museum and network of 
palaces. An evening cultural 
program and gala dinner 
completes the day. 

Day 3
Ranthambore  
& Chittorgarh
Today embark on an 
early morning safari to 
Ranthambore National Park 

– home to the elusive tiger 
and a large variety of animals, 
reptiles and bird species. 
Later, take an afternoon 
excursion to sprawling 8th 
century Chittorgarh Fort, 
perched atop a wide plateau. 
Tonight you will be captivated 
by a sound and light show. 

Day 4
Udaipur
The train rolls into Udaipur 
today. Why not begin your day 
with a traditional Indian bed 
tea – your saloon’s personal 
attendant will be happy to 
bring it to you. Visit Udaipur 
City Palace, the largest in 
Rajasthan, which houses 
many fine antiquities including 
Amar Vilas, a pleasure pavilion 
built in Mughal style with 

hanging gardens, fountains, 
towers and terraces. Later 
enjoy a sunset boat cruise 
on Lake Pichola. 

Day 5
Jaisalmer
Discover Jaisalmer today – 
India’s spectacular desert 
town. The Golden City of 
Jaisalmer is an oasis in the 
sands and once lay on the 
main trade route linking India 
to its trading partners to the 
West. Famous today for its 
medieval Golden Fort. Later 
also visit Jaisalmer Fort – one 
of the largest fortifications in 
the world and then venture 
into the desert for a short 
camel ride followed by dinner 
under the stars.

PALACE ON WHEELS 
8 DAYS/7 NIGHTS | DELHI – DELHI 

Departs: See price insert | Tour code: BV16POW

RAJASTHAN
Delhi 

Agra

Udaipur 
Chittorgarh

Jodhpur 

Jaipur
Jaisalmer

Ranthambore

Explore the vibrant colours of Rajasthan in the best possible 

way – with a luxurious journey on the magnificent Palace on 

Wheels. Rediscover the luxury and romance of a bygone era 

while seeing some of India’s most impressive and important 

sights and cities. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Mighty Amber Fort – Jaipur ■ Tiger safari in 
Ranthambore National Park ■ The Golden City of Jaisalmer  
■ Bharatpur Bird sanctuary ■ Taj Mahal – Agra ■ Sunset boat 
cruise – Udaipur ■ Visit Jodhpur – the ‘Blue City’ ■ Gala dinner – 
Jaipur ■ Camel ride and dinner in the desert – Jaisalmer.

MEALS: All meals.
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Day 6
Jodhpur
Savour the breakfast and 
view from the train’s windows 
in the dining carriage this 
morning, as the Palace on 
Wheels reaches the ‘Blue 
City’ of Rajasthan – Jodhpur. 
Once the capital of the 
Marwar kingdom, Jodhpur 
features many palaces, forts 
and temples. Start the day 
with a visit to Mehrangarh 
Fort, located atop a 400 feet 
hill. Walk to nearby Jaswant 
Thada, an architectural 19th 
century landmark in white 
marble, built as a memorial 
to local royalty. 

Day 7
Agra
This morning ride a cycle 
rickshaw through the narrow 
pathways of the Bharatpur 
Bird sanctuary, a UNESCO 
World Heritage site and home 
to more than 230 species 
of birds. In the afternoon, 
visit Agra Fort, once the seat 
of power and capital of The 
Mughal Dynasty, before 
proceeding to the magnificent 
Taj Mahal – one of the Seven 
Wonders of the Modern 
World. Reflect on all that you 
have seen today in the train’s 
lounge before dinner. 

Day 8
Delhi 
Arriving back into Delhi at 
Safdarjung Railway Station, a 
farewell ceremony concludes 
your journey on the Palace 
on Wheels.

Continue your Indian 
discovery by heading to 
Kolkata for our 16-day  
Classic East India tour.  
Details on pages 24 – 25.
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MAHARAJAS’ EXPRESS 

Maharajas’ Express has redefined the art of elegant train travel in 
India. A fascinating voyage across some of the finest destinations 
in India lets you discover the true spirit of this incredible nation. 
The saloons of the train are designed to recreate the panache of 
the personal carriages of Indian Maharajahs and suffused with 
nostalgia of past grandeur. Quaint décor fused together with 
contemporary amenities create an aura of sheer opulence and 
luxury inside the cabins of the Maharajas’ Express.

The tasteful and royal décor has taken its inspiration from the 
carriages of erstwhile royal days. The cabins are adorned with rich 
tapestry, linen, upholstery, wall-to-wall carpeting, semi-precious 
stones and antiques. During your journey, enjoy the beautiful 
scenery gliding by from the huge panoramic windows and 
impeccable service. 

Gracefully appointed Mayur 
Mahal (Peacock Restaurant) and 
Rang Mahal (Haveli Restaurant) 
serve an eclectic mix of 
delectable cuisines in a relaxing 
ambience. The Safari Bar offers 
a variety of wines and spirits 
from around the world in an 
enchantingly decadent setting 
of a royal safari. While the Rajah 
Club offers an 
en-suite bar and 
games tables 
in a relaxed 
atmosphere.
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Day 1
Delhi 
A lively welcome of music 
and dance greets you as you 
board the Maharajas’ Express. 
You’ll be escorted to your 
saloon to settle in. Soak up the 
atmosphere of this grand train, 
before a late evening departure 
for your first stop – Agra. 

Day 2
Agra 
On arrival into Agra disembark 
to visit one of the Seven 
Wonders of the World – the 
Taj Mahal. A UNESCO World 
Heritage Site, this incomparable 
marvel is constructed entirely 
out of white marble and is an 
architectural masterpiece with 
beautiful inlay work and marble 
screens. This afternoon is yours 
at leisure to enjoy the facilities 
and ambience aboard the train, 
or you may choose to take one 
of the optional tours to Agra 
Fort or Fatehpur Sikri. 

Day 3
Ranthambore & Jaipur 
This morning you will disembark 
at Sawai Madhopur in time for a 
safari in Ranthambore National 
Park – famous for its open 
sightings of tigers and leopards 
amongst its other inhabitants. 
Next, the train will proceed 
to Jaipur, the capital and the 
largest city of Rajasthan. Jaipur 
is renowned for its magnificent 
palaces, forts and temples, 
jewellery and blue pottery. 
Visit Amber Fort, a fascinating 
blend of Hindu and Mughal 
architecture and head to Jai 
Mahal Palace where you will 
have the opportunity to spend 
time up close with elephants. 

Day 4
Jaipur – Delhi 
Arrive into Delhi Safdurjung 
Railway Station in the early 
morning as your fascinating 
journey comes to an end. 

GEMS OF INDIA 
4 DAYS/3 NIGHTS | DELHI – DELHI

Departs: See price insert | Tour code: BV16GOI

HARYANA

RAJASTHAN

UTTAR
PRADESH

GOLDEN
TRIANGLE

Agra

Ranthambore NP

Jaipur

New Delhi

Combine this concise luxury 
rail journey with a 13-day 
Classic South India tour which 
will introduce you to the 
relaxed lifestyle, culture and 
sights of Tamil Nadu and 
Kerala. See pages 32–33 
for details. Alternatively, 
for something completely 
different turn to pages 36–37 
to learn more about our 
Cuisines of India tour. 

Discover three of the most fascinating destinations in India – 

Delhi, Jaipur and Agra. Explore the master creations of men 

along with a dash of wildlife at Ranthambore National Park. 

Travelling aboard one of India’s most luxurious trains with 

elegant décor, gourmet dining and grand surrounds adding 

unparalleled finesse to this royal train journey. Operated by 

Maharajas’ Express. 

HIGHLIGHTS: See first-hand the iconic epitaph and monument 
of love – the Taj Mahal ■ Search for the elusive tiger at 
Ranthambore ■ Visit the magnificent Amber Fort and Jai Mahal 
Palace in Jaipur.

MEALS: All meals.
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Day 1
Delhi 
Welcome aboard the Maharajas’ 
Express! Enjoy a welcome 
drink to mark the start of 
your journey through India’s 
fascinating northern cities. 

Day 2
Agra 
Arrive into Agra – the jewel of 
India. Disembark to visit the 
world famous Taj Mahal – one 
of the Seven Wonders of the 
World. Enjoy champagne 
breakfast at Taj Khema, a 
tableland overlooking the  
Taj Mahal. In the afternoon visit 
Agra Fort, or you may wish to 
choose from one of the optional 
activities available. 

Day 3
Ranthambore & Jaipur 
Today’s discovery of Rajasthan 
begins early with a game drive in 
Ranthambore National Park that 
may provide the opportunity to 
spot tiger. Later, the train heads 
to Jaipur, Rajasthan’s ‘Pink City’ 

renowned for its magnificent 
palaces, forts and temples, 
jewellery and blue pottery. Visit 
the Jantar Mantar – one of five 
astronomical observatories built 
by Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh II – 
and the City Palace.

Day 4
Bikaner 
Arrive into the desert citadel 
of Bikaner. Visit Lalgarh Palace 
Museum, or take an excursion 
to the Karni Mata Temple. See 
Junagarh Fort, an unassailable 
fortress built in 1593 AD. This 
evening, experience a touch of 
royal pageantry as decorated 
camel carts accompanied by 
musicians take you into the 
sand dunes for a traditional 
barbecue dinner. 

Day 5
Jodhpur 
Why not start the day with 
traditional Indian bed tea – and 
enjoy the view from the window 
of your saloon? This morning, you 
may wish to embark on a village 
safari to Bishnoi, enjoy the spa 
facilities at a luxury hotel or visit 
Umaid Bhawan Palace Museum 
and Jaswant Thada. Afterwards, 
take a late visit to the powerful 
Mehrangarh Fort followed by 
a walking tour of the Old Clock 
Tower Market. Tonight you 

will enjoy an exclusive cocktail 
evening and experience authentic 
Marwar cuisine for dinner. 

Day 6
Udaipur 
Passing the Aravali Hills, arrive 
into Udaipur – the City of Lakes. 
Begin your visit with a boat ride 
on Lake Pichola and continue 
to the City Palace, the largest 
palace complex in Rajasthan. 
Visit Mor Chowk with its lavish 
mosaics of peacocks; Moti 
Mahal with beautiful mirror 
work; Chini Mahal covered 
in ornamental tiles and the 
spectacular Zenana Mahal. 

Day 7
Balasinor 
Today, drive to Balasinor and 
visit the dinosaur park where 
the fossilised remains of at 
least 13 species and eggs have 
earned Balasinor the name of 
India’s Jurassic Park. Proceed 
to the Garden Palace for lunch 
hosted by the royal family. This 
afternoon you may wish to 
take some time to soak up the 
ambiance on the train, enjoying 
the facilities on board and the 
views passing by.

Day 8
Mumbai 
Arrive into Mumbai in the 
morning where your journey on 
the Maharajas’ Express ends. 

INDIAN SPLENDOUR 
8 DAYS/7 NIGHTS | DELHI – MUMBAI 

Departs: See price insert | Tour code: BV16IS1

RAJASTHAN

UTTAR
PRADESH

MAHARASHTRA
Mumbai

Agra

Ranthambore

Jaipur
Bikaner 

Jodhpur 

Udaipur

Balasinor

New Delhi For a complete change of 
pace why not head south 
for our 7-day Quintessential 
Kerala tour. Kerala is a world 
away from the frenzy of 
elsewhere in India. See pages 
28–29 for details. 

A meticulously crafted itinerary which includes royalty, 

palaces, forts, sand dunes, wildlife and cultural excursions, 

bringing out the best of India’s regal traditions, art and vibrant 

culture. Operated by Maharajas’ Express.

HIGHLIGHTS: Champagne breakfast overlooking the Taj Mahal 
■ Search for tigers in the vivid greens of Ranthambore National 
Park ■ Visit the ‘pink city’ of Jaipur and tour its City Palace  
■ Discover the desert forts of Bikaner ■ Traditional BBQ dinner 
in Rajasthan desert ■ Mehrangarh Fort – Jodhpur ■ Cocktail 
evening – Jodhpur ■ Boat ride on Lake Pichola – Udaipur  
■ Lunch hosted by royal family in Balasinor.

MEALS: All meals.
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GOLDEN CHARIOT 

An alluring journey aboard magnificence – the Golden Chariot 
offers an insight into a treasure trove of archaeological wealth, 
abundant bounty for wildlife seekers and a kaleidoscope of culture 
for guests. It offers a mixture of heritage, culture, eco-tourism and 
beach life. Recline and relax as the magnificent scenery unfolds 
outside your window. 

Fully serviced by your Butler, the interiors of the Saloons 
are inspired by the intricately carved Hosalya temple 
architecture dating back to 12th century. The interiors of the 
two dining cars – Nala and Ruchi – are inspired by the royal 
aesthetics of Hampi and Halebid temples. The plush and 
royal interiors of the Cigar Bar Lounge, Madira, are modelled 
after the early 20th century Mysore Palace. A fully equipped 
gymnasium is available, as 
well as traditional and age old 
Ayurvedic massages. 
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Day 1
Bangalore 
A formal welcome to the Golden 
Chariot train then proceed to 
the ISKCON Hindu Temple – 
one of the largest in the world. 
Later transfer to Yashwantpura 
Railway Station to board the 
train for an evening departure. 

Day 2
Mysore & Kabini
Visit Mysore Palace – one of 
India’s grandest of all royal 
buildings – highlights being the 
Durbar Hall Wing and personal 
art gallery of former royalty. 
Continue onto Kabini by vehicle 
and check into your jungle 
lodge. Enjoy an afternoon jungle 
safari to view the abundant 
wildlife that can be seen 
here including herds of Asian 
elephants, sambar and the 
occasional sighting of panther 
and tiger. 

Day 3
Mysore & Kabini 
Start today with a backwater 
cruise on the River Kabini. Later 
return to Mysore, stopping 

en route to visit the nearby 
18th century Srirangapatnam 
Fort and Dariya Daulat Bagh 
– a teakwood palace set 
amidst beautiful gardens. The 
afternoon is yours at leisure in 
Mysore before tonight’s cultural 
program and dinner at Lalita 
Mahal Palace. 

Day 4
Mysore & Hassan 
Why not start the day with 
traditional Indian bed tea – your 
personal attendant on the 
train will be happy to bring it to 
you! The train will take you to 
Hassan today. Disembark here 
to climb the 700 steps to the 
10th century statue of revered 
Jain monk Bahubali. Later the 
train continues onto the ancient 
Hindu temples at Halebedu and 
Belur. Explore these fascinating 
temple complexes with their 
intricate sculptures of animals 
and sensuous dancers. 

Day 5
Hampi 
Arrive this morning into 
Hospet and disembark to 
explore Hampi, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, with an 
expert local guide. Surreal and 
bewitching, the ruins of this 
imperial city dot an unearthly 
landscape that will leave you in 

awe. Giant boulders perched 
precariously over miles of 
undulating terrain create 
the backdrop for the ruins 
of its once opulent palaces, 
marvellous temples and 
massive fortifications. 

Day 6
Badami & Pattadkal 
The train arrives at Badami 
today. Disembark and take 
an excursion to the UNESCO 
Badami caves and the Pattadkal 
Temple Complex. See the 
impressive 7th century rock 
cave temples at Badami 
carved out of sandstone 
hills. A highlight of the cave 
sculptures is an 18-armed 
dancing Lord Shiva. Later, 
visit the Pattadakal temple 
complex with its 10 temples 
built in a fusion of Indian 
architectural styles. 

Day 7
Goa 
The train rolls into Goa early 
morning with its beautiful sandy 
beaches stretching before you. 
Visit the most notable churches 
of this former Portuguese 
colony including the Basilica of 
Bom Jesus containing the relics 
of Saint Francis Xavier. There will 
be time for shopping in old Goa. 
In the afternoon, head to Goa’s 
sandy beaches for lunch at a 
resort and a swim. 

Day 8
Bangalore
The train arrives into Bangalore 
late morning where your 
journey ends.

PRIDE OF THE SOUTH 
8 DAYS/7 NIGHTS | BANGALORE – BANGALORE

Departs: See price insert | Tour code: BV16POS

Goa

KARNATAKA

Mysore
Kabini

Hassan

Hampi 

Pattadkal
Badami

Bangalore

After your fascinating rail 
journey in the south, why not 
head to north India for our 
16-day Classic Rajasthan tour 
or spend 11 days discovering 
the well loved Golden Triangle 
In Depth. Details on pages 
16–17 and 14–16. 

Embark on a luxurious voyage of discovery through the cradle 

of stone architecture. Journey through the World Heritage 

Sites at Hampi & Pattadakkal, the exquisite temples at 

Belur & Halebid, golden beaches of Goa & wildlife reserve at 

Nagarhole. Operated by Golden Chariot. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Bangalore – ISKCON Hindu Temple  
■ Visit Mysore Palace ■ Jungle safari and backwater cruise at 
Kabini ■ Explore the imperial city of Hampi ■ UNESCO World 
Heritage Badami caves & Pattadkal Temple Complex  
■ Former Portuguese Colony of Goa ■ Dinner at Lalita  
Mahal Palace – Mysore.

MEALS: All meals.
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Day 1
Bangalore 
A formal welcome greets you 
before heading to Bangalore’s 
ISKCON Hindu Temple. 
Afterwards, board the Golden 
Chariot. You’ll be escorted to your 
cabin to unpack and settle in.  

If there’s anything you need –  
a personal attendant is available 
around the clock. The train 
departs late evening. 

Day 2
Chennai 
Arriving in Chennai, see its main 
sights including Santhome 
Cathedral. Afterwards, drive 
to Mahabalipuram beach and 
visit the World Heritage Hindu 
temples. Continue by vehicle to 
Pondicherry, a former French 
colony, and reboard the train. 

Day 3
Auroville & 
Pondicherry 
After breakfast, disembark 
for Auroville Ashram – an 

experimental township 
conceived in 1968 by Mirra 
Alfassa to realise human 
unity. Learn more about the 
community that still thrives here 
and take some time to stroll 
through the pleasant shops. 
Later, continue to Pondicherry. 
Visit Aurobindo Ashram, the 
17th century built Ganesh 
Hindu temple and stroll the 
city’s quaint French Quarter and 
famous Promenade. 

Day 4
Tanjore
The train heads to Tanjore today, 
a city which gained prominence 
during the period of Chola Kings. 
Visit the Brihadeeshwara Temple 
– a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site. See the 66m high main 
temple dedicated to Hindu god 
Lord Shiva. You will also visit the 
former Royal Palace and the Sri 
Rangam Temple, one of the most 
illustrious Vaishnava temples in 
South India. 

Day 5
Madurai 
Visit Meenakshi temple – one of 
the most impressive temples in 
all of South India. The present 
temple was reconstructed in 
the 17th century and houses 
14 gateway towers, the tallest of 
which is 170 feet high. There are 
an estimated 33,000 sculptures 
in the complex with two golden 
structured shrines over the main 

deities in the inner sanctum. In 
the afternoon, experience one 
of the great epic stories of Tamil 
literature told through a sound 
and light show. 

Day 6
Kanyakumari
The train arrives early giving 
you time to view sunrise at 
Kanyakumari – the southernmost 
tip of Peninsular India. 
Kanyakumari is at the confluence 
of the Bay of Bengal, Indian 
Ocean and the Arabian Sea. Later, 
continue to Kovalam Beach where 
the remainder of the afternoon 
is at leisure. Enjoy a cultural 
program before returning to 
the train. 

Day 7
Alleppey
Board a traditional houseboat 
this morning for a cruise through 
the backwaters of Kerala and 
enjoy lunch on-board. Later 
drive to Fort Kochi, where there’s 
time to stroll through its narrow 
streets of colonial buildings, 
antique shops and its colourful 
spice market, and see its famous 
Chinese Fishing nets. Reboard 
the train at Ernakulam Railway 
station and depart.

Day 8
Bangalore
Your journey ends on arrival 
in Bangalore.

SOUTHERN SPLENDOUR 
8 DAYS/7 NIGHTS | BANGALORE – BANGALORE 

Departs: See price insert | Tour code: BV16SS1

TAMIL NADUKERALA

KARNATAKA

Pondicherry 

 Alleppey

Chennai

Auroville

Madurai

Bangalore

Kanyakumari

Tanjore

Having seen some of the 
great cities and sites of 
south India by train, head 
north for our 6-day Classic 
Golden Triangle tour. Or, for 
something a little different, 
give your taste buds the trip 
of a life time with our Cuisines 
of India itinerary. Details are 
available on pages 12–13 
and 36–37.

On this splendid voyage covering three states, journey through 

exotic locales starting from the garden city of Bangalore, 

passing through ancient temple towns of Tamil Nadu and 

finally ending in the coastal city of Cochin. It’s an experience 

that captures the romance of a by-gone era making your 

sojourn an unforgettable one. Operated by Golden Chariot. 

HIGHLIGHTS: ISKCON Hindu Temple – Bangalore ■ UNESCO 
World Heritage temples at Mahabalipuram & Tanjore ■ Discover 
the French Quarter of Pondicherry ■ Awe-inspiring Meenakshi 
temple – Madurai ■ Kerala backwaters cruise ■ Tomb of  
St. Thomas at Santhome Cathedral – Chennai ■ Sound & light 
show in Madurai ■ Explore Fort Cochi ■ Visit Kanyakumari – 
India’s most southerly tip.

MEALS: All meals.
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From the holy Ganges to the Hugli and the mighty 

Brahmaputra to the backwaters of Kerala, India’s fleet of 

cruise vessels are a peaceful way to see some of the great 

historical sites and natural beauty of the country.

Take in the ever-changing rural scenes from the deck as 

your river cruiser gently glides along the Brahmaputra 

River, travelling in style to places that are hard to reach 

by road. Behold the near pristine wilderness as you head 

to the North East to see the wildlife and unique culture of 

this region. Head ashore with your guide to sightsee and 

meet the locals.

Along the Ganges you will witness the daily life and 

communities that depend on this most sacred of waters 

and see historical locations less frequently visited. Glide 

along the Hugli, the artery of West Bengal, and discover a 

wealth of fascinating places.

Cruising the serene and tranquil backwaters of Kerala 

where you can spot exotic wildlife in lush surrounds, 

discover spice plantations and rice paddies, witness daily 

life on these water highways, unravel the mysteries of 

ancient temples and experience ancient traditions and art. 

Discover all the possible cruises of India for yourself. 
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MV MAHABAAHU 
Chartered by Pandaw

Built in 2012, the MV Mahabaahu is the most luxurious river cruise 
ship of India, cruising on one of the greatest rivers of Asia – the 
Brahmaputra. The ship is 55m long and 10m in width. It has a total 
of five decks including one inside the hull and the top deck as an 
open sundeck. The on board accommodation is very comfortable 
– featuring 23 aesthetically designed twin and double cabins (many 
with balconies) and ensuites. 

Guests often choose to mingle in the Soma lounge, where they 
enjoy pre-dinner drinks and play a local board game such as the 
popular carom. The chefs devise Indian and Continental menus 
using locally-sourced ingredients, served in the main indoor dining 
restaurant. There is nightly entertainment in the form of local tribal 
dances or guest lectures in the theatre. Recreational facilities on 
board include a swimming pool, 
sports room, spa, hair salon, 
sundeck, well stocked library 
with magazines, internet cafe 
and various board games.
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Day 1
Guwahati
You will be met upon arrival at 
Guwahati airport (must arrive 
before 12noon). Your tour 
will begin with a visit to the 
Kamakhya Temple, devoted 
to the goddess of desire. 
Afterwards, proceed to the 
vessel for boarding. Settle 
into your cabin and unpack. 
The vessel will set sail passing 

Peacock Island, famous for the 
endangered Golden Langur. 
Tonight, enjoy a welcome dinner 
and talk.

Day 2
Full day of cruising on 
the Brahmaputra 
Spend the day enjoying the 
stunning natural scenery and 
wildlife of the Brahmaputra 
River. Observe river dolphins 
and birds of prey as you pass 
uninhabited islands and the 
fragile communities that live 
here. Tonight, learn more about 
this region with a talk – ‘The 
River Brahmaputra and the 
tribal life that exists alongside’.

Day 3
Silghat
Today you will cruise past Tezpur 
and a gigantic three kilometre 
arched bridge before arriving 
at Silghat. Disembark for a land 
excursion through picturesque 
countryside to a tea estate and 
factory producing the famous 
Assam tea. This afternoon you 
may like to relax on the sundeck, 
swim in the ship’s pool or visit 
the on board spa. 

Day 4
Kaziranga
Discover Kaziranga National 
Park today with two safaris. 
Firstly, enjoy a safari on 
elephant, searching for Greater 
One-Horned Indian Rhinoceros 
and Indian tiger. An elephant 
safari allows you to get up 
close to the wildlife! Afterwards, 
continue to Bagori and explore 
this magnificent park by open 
jeep. You will also travel to 
Biswanath Ghat and discover 
the charming village by small 
boat where women weave 
colourful traditional handicrafts 
by the riverside.

Day 5
Kaziranga
After more scenic cruising along 
the Brahmaputra, take a boat 
safari on the eastern range of 

Kaziranga where River Dhansiri 
and River Brahmaputra meet. 
Here, observe wildlife at its 
most natural including pied 
kingfishers, eagles, vultures, 
water buffalos, monitor lizards 
and otters. Dinner is enjoyed 
al fresco on a deserted island.

Day 6
Majuli
Visit a local village at Majuli, the 
world’s largest river island and 
home to the ethnic Mishing 
people. Here, women weave 
on hand-looms to create 
characterful costumes and 
you will see a demonstration 
of a dhoti and chaddor – 
traditional dresses for the men 
and women of the Mishing 
communities. It is a pleasant 
place to explore.

Day 7
Sibsagar
Continue to explore Majuli this 
morning. Visit the impressive 
Satras, or Hindu monasteries, 
dating back to the 15th century. 
Take in the river scenery around 
you as the cruise continues to 
Sibsagar, capital of the Tai-
speaking Ahoms who came 
from Yunan and China in the 
13th century. Explore the Shiva 
Dol, built in 1734, the highest 
Shiva temple in India. 

Day 8
Jorhat
Disembark after breakfast and 
transfer to Jorhat airport.

BRAHMAPUTRA DISCOVERY 
8 DAYS/7 NIGHTS | GUWAHATI – JORHAT 

Departs: See price insert | Tour code: BV16MBR

ASSAM

Kaziranga NP
JorhatSilghat

Guwahati

Brahmaputra River

Majuli
Sibsagar

Commencing in Delhi, our 
Classic North India tour 
uncovers many of the 
regions highlights including 
Varanasi, the Taj Mahal, 
Khajuraho and Udaipur 
before concluding in 
Mumbai. This 14-day journey 
is the perfect add-on to 
the Brahmaputra Discovery 
cruise. See pages 20–21 for 
more details. 

Originating high in the Himalayas, the Brahmaputra River 

flows through the scenic Assam Valley where a UNESCO World 

Heritage listed national park and remote rural communities 

provide the traveller with a unique insight into life in this 

amazing region. Operated by Pandaw on the MV Mahabaahu. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Elephant, boat and jeep safaris in Kaziranga 
National Park ■ Visit the ancient monasteries and local villages 
of Majuli Island ■ Tea plantation visit and factory tour ■ Discover 
traditional handicrafts at Biswanath Ghat ■ A full-day to relax 
and enjoy cruising ■ Sibsagar – capital of the Tai-speaking Ahoms 
■ Dine on a deserted river island.

MEALS: All meals.
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Enjoy a unique cross section view of India with a range of 
fascinating river journeys from Assam Bengal Navigation. Cruise 
on rivers and inland waterways on comfortable river boats – 
comprising sundecks, dining rooms, air-conditioned cabins with 
en-suites and lounges. Relax as you pass serenely through great 
cities, alongside wildlife sanctuaries and historical monuments and 
into the culturally rich heart of India. 

ABN CHARAIDEW 
Operated by Assam Bengal Navigation

The ABN Charaidew is a 38m long twin-engine steel-hulled 
passenger boat. The grand old lady of the fleet, the ABN Charaidew 
exudes character and charm which is evident with her polished 
brass engine room telegraph and enormous ship’s wheel that 
bear witness to her heritage. The ship was completely re-built 
in 2003 to provide 12 cabins with en-suite bathrooms. All cabin 
accommodation is on the 
upper deck, as is a bar and 
saloon opening onto a front 
deck. A dining room with full 
length opening glass doors on 
each side is on the lower deck, 
while a large top sundeck offers 
additional comfortable open-air 
seating in shade or sun. Local 
handloom fabrics have been 
specially woven 
for the vessel 
and comfortable 
cane sofas 
and chairs 
contribute to the 
attractive decor.
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ABN RAJMAHAL 
Operated by Assam Bengal Navigation

The ABN Rajmahal is a new ship, entering service on the Hugli and 
the Ganges in 2014. Built in Kolkata, she is 50m long, powered by 
3 engines, and with extra-shallow draught and a lower profile than 
conventional designs she can cruise further upstream than any of 
her competitors. There are 22 cabins in all with en-suite and French 
balconies. The décor is stylish and fresh, with touches of colonial 
elegance, and uses handblocked cotton fabrics of traditional 
Indian-inspired designs. There is a comfortable saloon and bar and 
a dining room, together with a vast canopied sundeck. A small spa 
offers a wide range of treatments.

ABN SUKAPHA 
Operated by Assam Bengal Navigation

The ABN Sukapha joined the fleet in 2006. In keeping with 
the design of ABN Charaidew, the ABN Sukapha retains 
many of the features which 
make the original vessel so 
popular, but also adding a 
small spa. Her 12 private 
en-suite cabins are equally 
generous in size and feature 
picture windows offering river 
views. The spacious saloon has 
French windows opening onto 
a front balcony deck offering 
uninterrupted views of the 
river before you. Specially-
commissioned furniture and 
locally-woven soft furnishings 
add a touch of local charm, 
and the large sundeck offers 
the opportunity to relax on 
comfortable cane rattan chairs 
and sun lounges.
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Day 1
Dibrugarh 
You will be met upon arrival at 
Dibrugarh and transferred to 
the vessel. Settle in and unpack 
in your cabin, which will be your 
home away from home for the 
next 10 nights. 

Day 2
Sibsagar
Today you will take an excursion 
by road to Sibsagar – the 
one-time capital designed by 
the Ahom kings of Assam – 

featuring temples with stupa-
like profiles and palaces of 
distinction. Lunch will be taken 
at a typical Assamese tea estate. 
Returning to the ship, cruise 
for approximately three hours 
to Majuli Island, said to be the 
world’s largest river island.

Day 3
Majuli 
Explore Majuli Island today, 
home to unique Hindu 
monasteries famous for their 
dance drama performances. 
Visit Auniati monastery and 
in the afternoon you will have 
the opportunity to attend a 
dance performance at the 
Kamalabari monastery. 

Day 4
Full day of cruising on 
the Brahmaputra 
A day spent mostly cruising, 
though there will be a stop to 
visit a tribal village by the river. 
Relax on board as the vessel 
makes its way downstream and 
absorb the ever changing view. 
By afternoon, Kaziranga National 
Park will come into view.

Day 5 
Kaziranga 
This morning arrive at the little 
temple town of Vishnath, with 
its Ahom-period temple. Take a 
walk ashore before continuing 
the voyage down to moor 
at Silghat. Later, disembark 
for your first safari through 
Kaziranga National Park with  
a jeep ride through its 
Western Range. 

Day 6 
Kaziranga
Start the day with an early 
morning elephant safari at 
Kaziranga. The park is a UNSECO 
World Heritage site and with 
a population of over 1,000 
rhinoceros is the best place in 
the world to see these beasts. 
It is also home to elephants, 
wild water buffalos and swamp 
deer. In the afternoon, drive to 
Kaziranga’s little-visited Eastern 
Range for a further jeep safari. 

Day 7
Tezpur 
Enjoy a morning of cruising, 
sailing downstream to dock at 
Tezpur. After lunch on board, 
disembark to visit to the remains 
of the 6th century Da Parbatia 
temple, enjoy a ride on a cycle 
rickshaw through local bazaars to 
reach Cole Park with its collection 
of medieval stone carvings.

Day 8
Ganesh Pahar
Relax and enjoy a full day of 
river cruising today. Take in 
the changing landscape and 
scenery from the sundeck 
and immerse yourself in your 
surroundings.

Day 9
Guwahati 
Enjoy a morning of cruising, 
before reaching Guwahati 
and mooring opposite the 
city. Climb the stairs to the 
Aswaklanta temple, before 
driving out to the beautiful 
temple ruins of Madan Kamdev 
to see their erotic carvings.

Day 10
Sualkuchi & Guwahati 
Head ashore at Sualkuchi to visit 
a weaving workshop to learn 
about the complete process 
of silk manufacturing. Later, 
explore the sights of Guwahati. 
Visit the Kamakhya temple, the 
poignant Commonwealth War 
Graves, the museum and the 
local bazaars.

Day 11
Guwahati
Your cruise along the 
Brahmaputra ends today. 
Disembark during the morning 
and transfer to the airport for 
final departure.

BRAHMAPUTRA PANORAMA 
11 DAYS/10 NIGHTS | DIBRUGARH – GUWAHATI 

Departs: See price insert | Tour code: BV16AD4

ASSAM Kaziranga NP
Tezpur 

Guwahati
Ganesh
Pahar

Brahmaputra River

Majuli

Dibrugarh

Sibsagar

Sualkuchi

This cruise can also be 
taken in the reverse order, 
upstream. Please contact us 
for details. Continue your 
India discover with our 6-day 
Classic Golden Triangle tour 
after your cruise. Tour details 
available on pages 12–13. 

This cruise covers the highlights of Assam, in India’s North 

East. Venture to less-explored parts of India, inaccessible by 

road. Experience first-hand its raw natural beauty and wildlife. 

Operated by Assam Bengal Navigation on the ABN Charaidew.

HIGHLIGHTS: Explore the old capital of the Ahom kings at 
Sibsagar ■ Hindu monasteries of Majuli Island ■ Elephant and 
jeep safaris in Kaziranga National Park ■ Temples at Tezpur and 
Madan Kamdev ■ Silk weaving village of Sualkuchi ■ Two full days 
of cruising ■ Visit local bazaars and ride a cycle rickshaw.

MEALS: All meals.
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Day 1
Guwahati & Manas 
National Park
You will be met upon arrival at 
Guwahati airport and driven to 
Manas National Park, bordering 
Bhutan. The park has a tiger 
count estimated at around 30 
and wild elephant numbering 
near 500. Overnight at a lodge 
near the park. 

Day 2
Manas National Park
Begin the day with an early 
morning elephant safari 
at Manas to see its several 
different species of deer and 
monkey, as well as some of 
the park’s 380 birds. You will 
also take a walk through a 
local village, visit the nearby 
tea garden and see tribal hand 
weaving. Later, travel by jeep 
to watch the sunset over the 
Manas River, before returning to 
your lodge accommodation.

Day 3
Guwahati & Vijaynagar
After a leisurely breakfast, 
drive to Guwahati where your 
river cruise begins. Board the 
ABN Charaidew mid-afternoon 
close to the great Saraighat 

Bridge, and settle in to your 
cabin. Cruise downstream to 
an overnight stop close to the 
village of Vijaynagar.

Day 4
Sualkuchi & Hajo 
Today you will cruise upstream 
to the little town of Sualkuchi 
and visit its silk weaving 
workshops. Continue on by 
vehicle to Hajo, a place sacred 
to Hindus, Muslims and 
Buddhists. Visit a hilltop Muslim 
shrine with far-reaching views 
over the surrounding rural 
landscape, as well as the simple 
Hindu temple with its frieze of 
elephants. Afterwards, return to 
your river vessel and cruise to 
an overnight mooring. 

Day 5
Guwahati 
Cruise upstream and head 
ashore at Pandu docks. 
Discover Guwahati with a 
short sightseeing tour of the 
city including visits to the holy 
Kamakhya temple and poignant 
Commonwealth War Graves. 
Afterwards, cross by country 
boat to the mid-stream Peacock 
Island with its population of 
Golden Langur monkeys, before 
returning to your river vessel 
and cruise. 

Day 6
Pobitora Wildlife 
Sanctuary & Kaziranga 
National Park
This morning the river vessel 
makes its way upstream toward 
the Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary, 
where your river cruise will end. 
Drive to the sanctuary with its 
dense population of the Asian 
One-Horned Rhinoceros and 
take a jeep safari. Afterwards, 
drive to Kaziranga National Park, 
a UNSECO World Heritage Site, 
with a population of more than 
1,000 rhinoceros, as well as 
tiger, wild elephant and many 
other species.

Day 7
Kaziranga
Starting at dawn, get up close 
to the wildlife in Kaziranga’s 
Central Range with a morning 
elephant ride. Later, take a walk 
through terraced tea gardens 
and past a Karbi tribal village, 
before driving to a Mishing 
tribal village, where you will see 
their distinctive houses raised 
on piles. In the afternoon, 
enjoy a jeep safari in the 
Western Range of the park and 
scan the wilderness from an 
observation tower.

Day 8
Guwahati
An early start for the drive back 
to Guwahati or Jorhat airports 
where your tour concludes. 

WILDLIFE OF ASSAM 
8 DAYS/7 NIGHTS | GUWAHATI – JORHAT 

Departs: See price insert | Tour code: BV16WA1

ASSAM

Manas NP
Brahmaputra

River

Sualkuchi

Hajo 

Guwahati
Pobitora

Kaziranga NP

Combine this tour with our 
16-day Classic Rajasthan 
journey to fully discover 
the amazing sights and 
experiences of India. See 
pages 16–17 for details. 

Discover the best of India’s national parks and wildlife on this 

combination cruise and land tour. Experience the raw beauty 

of Assam in India’s North East – a relatively unexplored and 

untouched part of the country. Operated by Assam Bengal 

Navigation on the ABN Charaidew. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Elephant safari at Manus National Park ■ 3-night 
Brahmaputra River cruise ■ Guwahati sightseeing including 
the Commonwealth War Graves ■ Jeep and elephant safaris in 
Kaziranga National Park ■ Sacred town of Hajo ■ Jeep safari in 
Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary ■ Silk weaving village of Sualkuchi.

MEALS: All meals.
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Day 1
Kolkata & Barrackpore
Embark on your ship and sail 
up past the old Danish colony 
of Serampore to Barrackpore. 
Here, you will land and take a 
walk through the cantonment 
past the Semaphore Tower, 

Government House, the Temple 
of Fame and Flagstaff House, 
its garden housing many of the 
British statues removed from 
central Kolkata. 

Day 2
Chandernagore & 
Hooghly
Today’s cruising takes you to 
the former French colony of 
Chandernagore. Viisit some of 
the town’s significant buildings 
– the 18th century church and 
Dupleix’s House, named after 
the colony’s French governor. 
Sail on past the old Dutch 
settlement of Chinsura, and 
then land to visit the imposing 
Imambara at Hooghly. Reboard 
your ship and cruise upstream 
leaving urban sprawl behind. 

Day 3
Kalna & Mayapur
Dock at the rural town of 
Kalna this morning and take 
cycle rickshaws to some 
of Bengal’s most attractive 
terracotta temples, as well as 
the unique Shiva temple with 
concentric rings made up of 108 
shrinelets. Continue on through 
picturesque countryside to 
Mayapur, its skyline dominated 
by the vast new ISKCON temple. 
Later, you will return to the 
vessel and cruise through the 
night. You may wish to enjoy the 
sunset from the deck, or read in 
the lounge. 

Day 4
Matiari & Murshidabad
This morning visit the brass 
working village of Matiari where 
the primitive process of beating 
out brass water pots has been 
practiced for centuries. Later, 
visit the Battlefield of Plassey 
where in 1757 Col. Robert 
Clive’s defeat of Siraj-ud-Daulah 
changed the course of Indian 
history. A fascinating location 
for history lovers. 

Day 5
Murshidabad
Explore Murshidabad – once 
the capital of Bengal under the 
Mughal empire. Discover the 

sites that still bear witness to 
the power of the great Nawabs 
or rulers of this region. Visit 
Khushbagh, a peaceful Mughal-
style garden, Hazarduari Palace, 
Katra Mosque and the late18th 
century Nashipara Palace and 
Katgola Palace. 

Day 6
Baranagar
Moor at the sleepy village 
of Baranagar, with its three 
miniature terracotta temples 
reached by a short walk through 
the fields. This is rural India at 
its most idyllic. Continue up the 
Hugli, here a charming waterway 
twisting and turning between 
banks lined with mustard fields 
and mango orchards. 

Day 7
Gaur & Farakka
Disembark for a full-day 
excursion by road to Gaur. 
This quiet, deserted place was 
once one of India’s great cities. 
There are numerous ruins of 
mosques, palaces and gateways 
and you will visit a number of 
the most interesting before 
rejoining the ship in the evening 
at Farakka. 

Day 8
Kolkata
Disembark for the final time 
this morning. Early transfer to 
Farakka station for your train 
journey to Kolkata where your 
tour concludes. 

HUGLI HERITAGE 
8 DAYS/7 NIGHTS | KOLKATA – KOLKATA

Departs: See price insert | Tour code: BV16BDI

WEST BENGAL

Kolkata

Matiari

Farakka

Mayapur

Barrackpore

Kalna

Chandernagore
Hooghly

Murshidabad
Hooghly

River
This cruise also runs in 
the reverse direction, 
downstream. Please contact 
us for further details. 

With the chance to spot 
tigers in Panna National 
Park, see the Taj Mahal at 
dawn, visit Udaipur, Jaipur 
and, Varanasi as well as 
some slower-paced stops in 
the countryside, our 18-day 
North India In Depth itinerary 
is a great prelude to your 
river journey on the Hugli 
River. See pages 22–23  
for details.

Cruising along the intimate lower Ganges side stream – the 

River Hugli – life seems to take on a much slower pace as 

you take in the great historical cities along the way. Discover 

rural India at its most idyllic and see great places few tourists 

venture. Operated by Assam Bengal Navigation on the  

ABN Rajmahal or ABN Sukapha.

HIGHLIGHTS: Kolkata’s British heritage ■ Discover the former 
French Colony of Chandernagore ■ Murshidabad – capital of 
the Nawabs ■ Cycle rickshaw ride and visit to Bengali terracotta 
temples – Kalna ■ Mayapur’s ISKCON temple ■ Brass working 
village of Matiari ■ Battlefield of Plassey ■ Medieval Gaur.

MEALS: All meals.
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Day 1
Farakka
Welcome aboard! Join your 
vessel at Farakka in the 
afternoon. Unpack and settle 
into your cabin as your Sacred 
Ganges journey begins. 

Day 2
Rajmahal &  
Manihari Ghat
Today you will sail upstream 
before anchoring at Rajmahal. 
Once known as Akbarnagar, 
the town was founded by the 

Mughal Emperor Akbar as his 
eastern capital. Here you can 
explore the remains of palaces, 
forts and mosques submerged 
in vegetation. Returning to the 
ship, sail on to Manihari Ghat. 

Day 3
Bateshwar & 
Vikramshila
This morning you will cruise 
upstream, passing the 
confluence with the Kosi that 
comes down from Nepal, to 
arrive at idyllic Bateshwar. Drive a 
short distance to the impressive 
ruins of the 8th century Buddhist 
monastery of Vikramshila. 
Reboarding the vessel, cruise 
close to the island shrine with 
both Buddhist and Hindu 
cave temples.

Day 4
Bhagalpur & Sultanganj
Relax and enjoy a morning of 
cruising. Sail along a stretch 
of river where Gangetic 
Dolphin may be seen, to reach 
Bhagalpur, a centre of silk 
production. Visit the elegant 
18th century mansion built by 
Augustus Cleveland as well as 
a silk-weaving village before 
continuing on to Jahangira Island 
at Sultanganj. 

Day 5
Monghyr
The cruise continues on to 
Monghyr. Monghyr possesses a 
large Mughal fort, as well as an 
East India Company cemetery, 
now with villagers living amongst 
the grandiose tombs. Also visit 
Pirpahar Hill and the Sita Kund 
hot springs. Later, as the cruise 
continues upstream you may 
decide to relax on the sundeck 
or enjoy the boat’s facilities. 

Day 6
Barh
This morning your vessel will 
cruise under the great bridge at 
Mokameh, where the naturalist 
Jim Corbett spent his working 
life in charge of the ferry which 
operated here earlier. Nearby, 
stop to visit a bankside village 
and stretch your legs. You will 
reach Barh by evening.

Day 7
Nalanda
Today visit Nalanda, recently 
included as a UNESCO World 
Heritage site, to explore the 
excavated great Buddhist 
monastery and stupa along with 
the adjoining museum. Continue 
on to the picturesque Pawapuri 
Jain temple in the middle of 
a lake.

Day 8
Patna
Enjoy a full day of cruising, with a 
stop at a bankside village. Relax 
onboard and take in all that you 
see along the river as you cruise 
upstream. Arrive in the evening 
at the state capital of Patna and 
berth close to the old East India 
Company opium warehouses.

Day 9
Patna
Tour Patna, visiting the 
extraordinary 18th century Gola 
Ghar granary, the great Sikh 
temple and the rich collections 
of the State Museum. Disembark 
late morning and transfer 
to Patna airport where your 
tour concludes.

SACRED GANGES 
9 DAYS/8 NIGHTS | FARAKKA – PATNA 

Departs: See price insert | Tour code: BV16BD2

BIHAR

JHARKHAND
WEST BENGAL

Farakka
Rajmahal

Bateshwar
Vikramshila

Bhagalpur

Sultanganj

MonghyrBarh

Nalanda

Patna

Ganges River

The Sacred Ganges upstream 
river cruise also runs over 
8 days/7 nights (slightly 
shorter). You can also 
experience the Sacred 
Ganges cruise in the reverse 
order, downstream. Contact 
us for details. 

Continue to discover 
incredible India by heading 
south and experiencing our 
7-day Quintessential Kerala 
tour (see pages 28–29).  
For a longer discovery, the 
13-day Classic South India 
tour (pages 32–33) will reveal 
to you Tamil Nadu and Kerala 
in greater detail. 

Cruising along the main branch of the Ganges, Mughal ruins, 

relics of the East India Company and Buddhist monuments, 

make for an exciting voyage through totally undiscovered 

territory. Operated by Assam Bengal Navigation on the  

ABN Rajmahal or ABN Sukapha. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Mughal ruins at Rajmahal ■ East India 
Company relics at Patna and Monghyr ■ Buddhist monastery 
of Vikramshila ■ Silk-weaving village at Bhagalpur ■ Full-day of 
cruising ■ Patna sightseeing.

MEALS: All meals.
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Day 1
Varanasi
Arrive in Varanasi and board 
your cruise ship. Unpack and 
settle into your cabin, as your 
ship sails downstream a short 
distance before putting down 
anchor for the night. Enjoy 
dinner on board.

Day 2
Chunar
This morning you will cruise to 
Rajghat, disembark and drive 
to Chunar. Explore the great 
Mughal fort, the old British 
cemetery and the Mughal 
tombs nearby. Carpet weaving 
and Chunar pottery cottage 
industries are other attractions 
here. On the way back visit the 
Ramnagar Maharaja’s Palace 
and Museum before re-
boarding at Rajghat.

Day 3
Varanasi
Explore the holy city of Varanasi 
and nearby sights today. Take 
rowing boats at dawn past the 
colourful bathing ghats along 
the Ganges. Later, drive to visit 
the sacred Buddhist site at 

Sarnath and Deer Park – where 
Buddha preached his first 
sermon – before a visit to the 
Archaeological Museum. In the 
afternoon, enjoy a guided walk 
in the busy alleys of Varanasi to 
experience the beating heart 
of this city and join the evening 
Ganga Aarti ceremony. 

Day 4
Varanasi 
Enjoy breakfast on board, 
before driving to the city of 
Jaunpur to see the Mughal 
Bridge, visit its ancient fort and 
the splendid Atala mosque. 
Alternatively some may prefer 
to stay back and explore 
Varanasi’s tempting shopping 
possibilities. Return to the ship 
for lunch and sail downstream 
towards Ghazipur. This 
afternoon enjoy the view from 
the sundeck, or spend time 
enjoying the ship’s facilities.

Day 5
Ghazipur
Today you will go ashore at 
Ghazipur and visit the imposing 
tomb of Lord Cornwallis, the 
general defeated by George 
Washington in 1781 so arguably 
responsible for the loss of 
the American colonies. While 
ashore, spend a little time 
walking in the busy Ghazipur 
bazaar, a quintessential 
Indian experience. Later, 
sail toward Buxar. 

Day 6
Buxar
After breakfast disembark to 
the country town of Buxar, 
famous for the battle fought 
here in 1764, which laid the 
foundations of the British 
Raj. Visit the memorial on the 
battlefield and the old East 
India Company cemetery in 
town. Later, enjoy a short cycle 
rickshaw ride up to the ghats 
of Buxar. 

Day 7
Patna
Cruise past the busy river port 
of Doriganj and the confluence 
with the Sone River this 
morning, to arrive at a ghat, 
or river steps, from which you 
can visit the spectacular small 
Mughal tomb at Maner. Later, 
sail down to anchor at Patna 
while enjoying the scenery and 
ship’s facilities. 

Day 8
Patna
Your river journey concludes 
this morning. You will be 
transferred to the airport 
after disembarking. 

GANGES DISCOVERY 
8 DAYS/7 NIGHTS | VARANASI – PATNA

Departs: See price insert | Tour code: BV16BD10

BIHAR

Patna

Ghazipur

BuxarVaranasi

Chunar

UTTAR PRADESH

Ganges River

This river cruises also runs 
in the opposite direction, 
upstream. Please contact 
us for details. Combine this 
cruise with our 13-day Classic 
South India itinerary to see 
more of incredible India. 
Details on pages 32–33. 

Explore the untouched villages and towns of rural India 

along the mighty Ganges river. Visit tea gardens, temples and 

monuments; explore villages on foot or in cycle rickshaws; 

browse craft workshops; enjoy barbecues on deserted river 

islands and walk the narrow alley ways of Varanasi.  

Operated by Assam Bengal Navigation on the ABN Rajmahal.

HIGHLIGHTS: Dawn boat ride in Varanasi ■ Mughal Fort of 
Chunar ■ Sacred Buddhist sites at Sarnath and Deer Park  
■ Guided city walk & evening Ganga Aarti ceremony – Varanasi 
■ British Raj battlefield at Buxar ■ Cycle rickshaw ride – Buxar.

MEALS: All meals.
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OBEROI VRINDA 
Operated by Oberoi Hotels & Resorts

Discover the backwaters of Kerala aboard the Oberoi Motor 
Vessel Vrinda. The boat features 8 deluxe cabins, a sundeck, 
all-day dining restaurant, a front-deck and dedicated, 24-hour 
personal butlers. The backwaters of Kerala is a totally unique 
network that meanders past palm tree-fringed rice paddies and 
villages, before flowing into the Arabian Sea. The Oberoi Motor 
Vessel Vrinda will take guests through a self-supporting eco-
system vibrant with aquatic, plant and bird life. The vessel offers 
some of the most luxurious accommodation on the backwaters 
of Kerala.
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OBEROI BACKWATER DISCOVERY 
4 DAYS/3 NIGHTS | ALLEPPEY – ALLEPPEY 

Departs: See price insert | Tour code: BV16OV1

Day 1
Vembanad Lake  
& Alleppey 
Set sail along the main 
waterway on Vembanad Lake 
and enter the Alleppey canal 
where local fisherman put 
their culinary skills into action 
preparing the local delicacy of 
pearl spot. Cruise along the 
scenic waterways and arrive 

at Vembanad Lake in time 
to watch the sunset. Later 
in the evening, guests enjoy 
a performance of the highly 
ritualised Kathakali dance 
which tells stories from the 
ancient Hindu epics – Ramayana 
and Mahabarata. 

Day 2
Alleppey  
& Vembanad Lake
Sail from the Vembanad Lake 
jetty and head south, towards 
Alleppey. Sail through scenic 
backwaters and observe life 
along these water highways. 
Board a traditional rice boat to 
navigate through the narrower 
sections of the backwaters.  
For the next few hours, you will 

observe and experience a way 
of life unique to this region.  
This section of the cruise 
includes a visit to the half-statue 
of Lord Buddha at Karumadi. 
Return to Vembanad Lake,  
and enjoy Vrinda Vadiyam –  
a musical fusion of 
classical instruments. 

Day 3
Chanmbakulam  
& Vembanad Lake
Heading south, anchor near 
Chambakulam and transfer 
onto the rice boat once again 
for a pre-lunch sightseeing 
excursion. Visit St. Mary’s 
Church, established by  
St. Thomas in 1721 and 
Sree Bhagavathy Kshetram 
– a 100-year old Hindu 
temple to Mother Goddess 
– at Nedumudy. Explore the 
Chambakulam snake boat 
yard, which displays one of 
the traditional long snake 
boats used in races. Return 
to Vembanad Lake and enjoy 
a Mohiniattam recital on 
board. This classical dance 
form, distinctive to Kerala, 
is also called the ‘Dance of 
the Enchantress’. 

Day 4
Vembanad Lake 
A short sail north along the 
main waterway channel on 
Vembanad Lake brings you 
to the Oberoi jetty and the 
conclusion of the cruise.

KERALA

Vembanad Lake

Chanmbakulam

Alleppey

This concise journey 
discovering Kerala’s scenic 
backwaters is an ideal 
counterpoint to our  
Classic North India or  
Classic Rajasthan itineraries.  
See pages 20–21 and pages 
16–17 for details.

A self-supporting eco-system vibrant with aquatic, plant and 

bird life, the backwaters of Kerala are a totallyunique network 

of waterways that flow past palm tree-fringed rice paddies 

and villages, before streaming into the Arabian Sea. Meander 

through the largest backwater stretch of Vembanad Lake 

and the stunning waterways of Alleppey: “Venice of the East”. 

Operated by Oberoi Hotels on the MV Vrinda. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Scenic waterways of Vembanad Lake  
■ Chambakulam snake boat yard ■ Rice boat excursion to statue 
of Lord Buddha at Karumadi ■ Sree Bhagavathy Kshetram –  
a 100-year old Hindu temple at Nedumudy.

MEALS: All meals.
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INDIA AND SRI LANKA FACTS

Weather
India
Although India’s vast geography and varied 
topography produce a wide range of weather 
conditions, generally speaking, India has 
four seasons. 

Winter runs from December to February, with mild 
temperatures and minimal rainfall. 

Summer is from April to June, when the weather 
becomes progressively warmer. 

Monsoon begins in Kerala around the first week of 
June and gradually sweeps north, bringing heavy rain 
and relief from the heat in most parts of the country. 
Rains subside by the end of August. 

Post-monsoon is the period between monsoon and 
winter, from September to November. Most parts of 
the country do not receive substantial rainfall during 
this time.

Sri Lanka
Like India, Sri Lanka has varied topography which 
produces a wide range of weather conditions. 
However, a noteworthy feature of Sri Lanka’s 
climate is the small variation in the mean monthly 
temperatures throughout the year. 

When to Travel
When discussing the best time to travel we need  
to talk about North & Central India, Far North  
(the mountains), Kerala and South India separately. 

North & Central India
The common wisdom is that India’s winter is the 
optimum time to travel and this is largely true; 
however it’s worth noting Rajasthan and the 
North more generally can be surprisingly cool in 
December and January.

Travel in early and mid summer is manageable with 
a well-planned itinerary. Late summer is very hot 
and travel is less than ideal unless you are looking 
for a leisurely holiday with lots of time by the pool 
or beach. 

You can travel anywhere in the monsoon if you 
don’t mind some rain! Rajasthan has a relatively mild 
monsoon, and seeing the desert come alive after 
months of oppressive heat is quite special. 

The post-monsoon period offers green landscapes 
and warm days and is a lovely time to travel. 

Far North
There are two periods of the year when the 
mountains are beautiful – the summer months of 
March, April and May, when the rest of the country is 
hot, and post-monsoon of September to December. 
If you want the best views and don’t mind the cold, 
winter is a stunning time to visit. 

Kerala
Kerala is essentially a tropical region, with little 
variation in the temperature throughout the year. 

It has a protracted monsoon that runs from late May 
to October, but it is so green and tropical that seeing 
it in the rain is quite fitting. So long as you are flexible 
with the timing of day-to-day activities, the rain is 
more of a backdrop to the beautiful scenery than  
a hindrance. 

The post-monsoon from December to February 
inclusive is when it is coolest and least humid, and 
consequently the most popular time to visit. 

The pre-monsoon period of April and May is quite 
hot and humid.

South India
The climate of South India varies from region 
to region. 

Tamil Nadu has a hot dry summer extending from 
April to July, when the monsoon finally breaks. 
It’s worth considering travelling in August and 
September, when the rain has cooled things down 
and before the crowds arrive. As with most of the 
rest of India, Tamil Nadu is very pleasant from 
November through to February and consequently 
this is when it sees most visitors. 

Large parts of Karnataka are on the Deccan Plateau, 
which has an average elevation of 600 metres. 
This gives it a more temperate climate, with more 
moderate summers and lighter monsoons making 
travel comfortable virtually year round. 

Sri Lanka
Generally speaking, January to September inclusive is 
the best time to visit Sri Lanka. It’s likely that you will 
see rain at some point during your trip.

March and April is a period when the weather is 
comfortable and there are not so many travellers. 
You’ll get afternoon thunderstorms, but it’s quite nice 
to experience a tropical country such as Sri Lanka 
when there is rain around.

Try to avoid October and November when the 
weather is unpredictable and there can be 
heavy rainfall.

Rates and Seasons
There are many regional and local exceptions to the 
above and it’s worth checking with us regarding the 
weather for the particular region you are looking to 
visit – you might be surprised to find suitable weather 
at a time of year that you don’t expect it. 

The second chart below outlines when it is 
comfortable to travel and corresponding 
seasonal rates.

January February March April May June July August September October November December
North/Central 8–21 10-24 15-30 22-36 26-40 28-39 27-35 26-34 25-34 19-33 13-28 8-23
Far North 2–9 3-10 7-14 11-19 14-23 16-24 15-21 15-20 14-20 11-18 7-14 4-11
South 20-31 21-33 23-36 25-37 26-38 26-37 26-36 25-36 24-35 24-33 23-31 21-30
Kerala 20-34 20-34 23-35 24-34 24-32 23-31 23-30 23-30 23-30 23-31 23-32 20-33
Sri Lanka – Coast 23-29 23-29 24-31 25-31 26-31 26-30 25-29 25-29 25-29 24-29 23-29 23-29
Sri Lanka – Central 18-29 19-30 20-31 21-31 22-30 21-28 21-28 21-28 20-28 20-28 20-28 20-28

 Monsoon  Cold

 Comfortable / Regular rates

January February March April May June July August September October November December
North & Central
Far North
South
Kerala
Sri Lanka 

 Cool Warm  Hot

 Warm, cold or wet but manageable / Off-season rates  Hot or wet / Off-season rates
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Hints and Tips
Before you leave home you’ll receive practical 
information about preparing for India and Sri Lanka 
and we are available to answer any questions you 
might have in the lead-up to your trip. Here is an 
overview of some of the foremost topics.

Pre-trip
Visas
In addition to a regular visa, India has recently 
introduced an ‘e-Tourist Visa’ which is similar to a 
visa on arrival. For Sri Lanka you need to obtain 
an Electronic Travel Authorisation (ETA) prior to 
departure. We provide necessary information 
regarding visas upon booking. 

Flights
India and Sri Lanka are well served by many 
international airlines, particularly Singapore Airlines, 
Malaysia Airlines and Air India. Your travel agent is 
best placed to assist with airfares and bookings. 

Insurance and Travel Advice
We require you to take out travel insurance before 
your arrival in India or Sri Lanka. It’s wise to purchase 
travel insurance when booking your flights and 
confirming your trip with us. Your travel agent will be 
happy to assist with insurance. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs offers extensive 
travel advice and information on its Smart Traveller 
website: www.smartraveller.gov.au. You should 
familiarise yourself with their advice before 
commencing your trip. 

Vaccinations
While we do provide general background on 
vaccinations once you have booked, it’s absolutely 
essential to seek the advice of a medical practitioner 
around six weeks prior to your arrival in India and  
Sri Lanka. This will give you sufficient time to get any 
vaccinations that you deem necessary for your trip.

Packing and Luggage
We provide a list of suggested items to pack which 
you might find useful as you prepare for your trip. 
Domestic airlines in India have tight luggage/weight 
restrictions which we will guide you on prior to travel.

Suggested Reading
Over the years we’ve spent many hours on trains, 
planes and in hammocks reading the writing of and 
about the sub-continent. Whether you like to read up 
on historical background or want to read a novel set 
in the region you are visiting, we are happy to share 
our recommendations with you.

On-trip
Money and Currency
India employs a decimal system where 100 paise 
equals 1 Indian Rupee (INR). The 15-year average 
exchange rate is INR 45 per Australian dollar. 

Sri Lanka also employs a decimal system, with 100 
cents equal to 1 Sri Lankan Rupee (LKR). The 15-year 
average exchange rate is LKR 90 per Australian dollar. 

It’s worth noting that all of our custom made 
itineraries are priced in Australian dollars; once 
you have booked you can rest assured that the 
price will not change, irrespective of any foreign 
currency fluctuations. 

ATMs are widespread in India and Sri Lanka so 
withdrawing rupees is the easiest way to obtain 
local currency. Australian dollars cash and travellers 
cheques are widely exchanged; there is no need to 
carry US dollars. Pre-paid travel cards offer security 
and low fees and are also worth considering. 

Smaller shops and eateries only accept rupees and 
generally do not have credit card facilities; many 
larger shops (‘emporiums’) accept foreign currency 
and credit cards; large restaurants and hotels accept 
cash and credit cards. We suggest you inform your 
bank that you are planning to visit India or Sri Lanka 
to avoid your card being blocked after your first 
transaction on your card in India.

Shopping 
India is a shopping paradise. Jewellery, handicrafts, 
wood carving, marble inlay, carpets, leather goods, 
ready-made and tailored clothing and textiles and 
fabrics are among the most popular and best value 
items for visitors. 

Some shops are fixed price while, in others and in the 
bazaars, bargaining is the norm. Bargaining takes a 
little getting used to, but once you have the feel for 
it and realise it’s part of the way things work, it can 
be fun. Remember not to take it too seriously and be 
prepared to walk away if it’s not good value. Many of 
the larger shops offer shipping if you can’t fit all of 
those purchases into your luggage.

Health and Wellbeing
Food hygiene and preparation have improved 
markedly in India and Sri Lanka over the last 15 to 
20 years. Your digestion might be slightly disrupted 
as you adjust to the different food – this is more 
to do with the different oils, the richness of the 
food (especially in North India) and the spices 
than anything else. We’ve noticed the incidence of 
serious stomach upsets reduce over the years. 

It still pays to observe some basic rules while 
travelling: use bottled water rather than tap water, 
thoroughly wash your hands or use hand sanitiser 
prior to eating, when eating out choose clean and 
reputable restaurants that have good patronage 
from locals, take it easy with new and unfamiliar 
foods and begin with staples such as rice, dal and 
roti (bread) before moving on to richer and more 

ambitious dishes (and street snacks) once you have 
acclimatised. If you have a sensitive stomach you 
might consider a course of probiotics in the lead up 
to the trip, and then a travellers’ supplement while 
travelling, to help keep stomach upsets away. 

It is also pays to take common sense general 
precautions such as staying well hydrated, covering 
up against the sun, ensuring that you are well rested 
and not overdoing it in the early days of your trip. 
(Many people get swept up in the excitement of their 
trip that they forget to ease into it.)

Tipping 
We provide extensive advice and guidelines on 
tipping in the documentation you receive prior 
to travelling. 

Clothing 
Modesty is important in India and Sri Lanka. Women 
should wear long skirts or pants with chest and 
upper arms covered. A shawl or scarf can also be 
useful at sacred or religious sites. Men should wear 
shorts to the knee or long pants. It’s not such an 
issue in the bigger cities, but is important in the 
countryside. North India can be surprisingly cool in 
January and February, so it’s worth packing a few 
warm layers if visiting at this time. Your driver or local 
guide will advise you on this if there is a particular 
dress requirement for any given day. 

Communications 
Your mobile phone will work if you have global 
roaming activated; keep in mind the high data and 
call rates before using your phone extensively. 

Unlike other Asian destinations, it is not 
straightforward to purchase a local sim card in India 
– we’ll provide further information on this prior to 
travel. It is easy to purchase a local sim card on arrival 
in Sri Lanka.

Call rates from hotels are very high. However most 
hotels in India and Sri Lanka are wi-fi enabled and 
this is generally the best way to stay in touch.

Your driver will be carrying a mobile phone and you 
can use this number for people at home to contact 
you on if necessary.
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…Ceylon, from whatever direction is 

approached, unfolds a scene of loveliness 

and grandeur unsurpassed, if it be 

rivalled, by any land in the universe. 

– Emerson Tennent 1861
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WILDLIFE OF SRI LANKA 
17 DAYS/16 NIGHTS | COLOMBO – COLOMBO 

Departs: Daily | Tour code: BV16HIW

Day 1
Arrive Colombo – 
Horathapola
Welcome to Sri Lanka! You 
will be met upon arrival at 
Colombo’s international airport 
and make the short drive to 
the seclusion of Horathapola 
Estate. This astutely renovated 
plantation bungalow offers you 

contemporary comforts coupled 
with local charm that will entice 
you from the moment you 
reach this property.

Day 2
Horathapola 
Morning at leisure to enjoy 
the ambiance of the 50-acre 
estate. With its large agricultural 
expanse you may like to stroll 
through the coconut trees 
and paddy fields or take a 
guided village walk. You are 
also welcome to help prepare 
lunch or dinner and learn about 
the local spices and cooking 
methods. 

Days 3 & 4
Horathapola – Wilpattu 
Drive to Wilpattu National Park. 
Wilpattu is the largest national 

park in Sri Lanka and popular 
due to the high prevalence of 
Sri Lankan leopards. The park 
is also home to a diverse range 
of other wildlife, including the 
highly threatened Sri Lankan 
sloth bear, elephant, spotted 
deer, water buffalo, sambar 
and mongoose. A number of 
wetland bird species are found 
here including garganey, pintail 
and whistling teal. Spend the 
next two days exploring this 
amazing eco system on guided 
game drives. 

Day 5
Wilpattu – 
Anuradhapura – 
Sigiriya
This morning drive to 
Anuradhapura. Wander the 
sacred and ancient grounds 
of Anuradhapura with its rich 
collection of archaeological 
treasures dating back over 
2,000 years. Anuradhapura 
is a sprawling complex and is 
one of the oldest continuously 
inhabited cities in the world. 
Afterwards, visit Ritigala 
archeological site to explore 
its long meditational pathways 
that open into the thick jungle 
and large stone-lined reservoirs. 
Continue onto Sigiriya.

Day 6
Sigiriya
This morning visit the 
magnificent Rock Fortress 
of Sigiriya. The rock fortress 
also known as Lion Rock, 
is a rare jewel among the 
many treasures in Sri Lanka. 
The site was the domain of 
King Kashyapa whose aim 
was to build an impregnable 
fortress and within it, a 
heavenly abode. Later visit 
the massive rock formation of 
Pidurangala located just a few 
kilometers north.

SRI LANKAColombo
Kandy Gal Oya 

Kaudulla
Anuradhapura

Wilpattu

Galle
Yala NP

Sigiriya

Horathapola

Combining some of Sri Lanka’s most important archaeological 

sites, World Heritage listed cities and the country’s best national 

parks abundant with wildlife – this is an ideal introduction to all 

Sri Lanka has to offer. 

HIGHLIGHTS: On the trail of the elusive Sri Lankan Leopard in 
Wilpattu National Park ■ Swimming elephant herds at Gal Oya 
National Park ■ UNESCO World Heritage City of Galle ■ Luxury 
tented camp and game drives at Yala National Park ■ Rural 
tranquility at Horathapola Estate.

MEALS: 16 Breakfasts, all meals in Wilpattu, Gal Oya and Yala, 
dinner in Galle Day 16.
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Day 7
Sigiriya
Morning at leisure before you 
set out on a jeep safari to 
either Kaudulla or Minneriya 
National Park where you can 
see elephants in their natural 
habitat. Encountering these 
giants at close range is an 
unforgettable experience. 
Both parks also present 
sightings of bird-flocks such as 
painted storks, pelicans and 
little cormorants as well as 
toque macaques, sambar deer, 
buffalo and crocodiles. 

Day 8
Sigiriya – Kandy
Continue on to Kandy today. 
The charming, easy-going capital 
of the hill country, Kandy once 
served as the country’s capital 
of the Sinhalese kingdom until 
its fall to the British in 1815. 
With the lovely centerpiece of 
Kandy Lake, Kandy is a big city 
that still retains touches of its 
colonial history in its buildings. 
Visit the Buddhist ‘Temple of 
the Sacred Tooth Relic’, which 
houses the relic of the tooth 
of Buddha. 

Day 9
Kandy 
Mounting the older Sri Lankan 
style of bikes, take a guided 
cycling tour rolling along 
small lanes and back roads to 
discover the heritage of Kandy 
through its people who carry on 
the traditions of the Kandyan 
Kingdom, from the keeper of 
a Buddhist temple, to a lady 
selling coconuts. Enjoy a snack 
break along the way and stop by 
some local cottage industries. 

Days 10 – 12
Kandy – Gal Oya 
Gal Oya is the only place in 
Sri Lanka where safaris can 
be conducted by boat, giving 
you an opportunity to observe 
animals as they come to the 
water’s edge to drink. A highlight 
is seeing the spectacle of herds 
of elephants swimming from 
one island to another in search 
of greener pastures. Nearby are 
the Veddha – the forest-dwelling 
indigenous people of Sri Lanka 
who will take you through the 
jungles to learn more about 
their way of life. Spend the next 
three days at Gal Oya exploring 
by boat, jeep and on foot. 

Days 13 & 14
Gal Oya – Yala 
Continue on to Yala. Your stay 
for the next two nights will be 
at a luxury campsite where you 
can set out for game drives into 
the Yala National Park. This is 
Sri Lanka’s most visited wildlife 
reserve and is home to herds 
of elephants, wild boar, wild 
buffalo, crocodiles, sloth bears, 
monkeys and other animals. 
Its most famous residents, 
however, are its leopards. 

Day 15
Yala – Galle 
One of the best-preserved 
colonial-era cities in Southeast 
Asia, Galle has been declared 
a UNESCO World Heritage 
City. Galle was a prominent 
seaport long before western 
rule in the country as Persians, 
Arabs, Greeks, Romans, Malays, 
Indians and Chinese were doing 
business through Galle port. 
A leisurely day to relax by the 
pool or you can take a walk and 
enjoy the views of the sunset 
from the ramparts of the fort. 

Day 16
Galle 
Discover Galle Fort with its 
narrow, cobbled streets, laid 
back cafes, boutique hotels, 
and artisan workshops. 
The Fort remains a working 
community with locals going 
about their business as they 
have done here for centuries. 
Dine at a local home tonight 
to taste some of Sri Lanka’s 
finest curries. 

Day 17
Galle – Colombo 
Transfer to Colombo for 
international departing flight.
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CONTEMPORARY SRI LANKA 
10 DAYS/9 NIGHTS | COLOMBO – COLOMBO 

Departs: Daily | Tour code: BV16CSL

Day 1
Colombo
You will be met upon arrival 
and transferred to your hotel, 
Uga Residence. The largest 
city and commercial capital of 
Sri Lanka, Colombo stretches 
for 14 kilometres along the 
western shore of the country. 

Due to its large harbour and 
strategic position along the East 
West sea-trade routes, it was 
well known to ancient traders as 
long as 2,000 years ago. Today, 
Colombo is fast becoming 
a thriving, modern city with 
contemporary restaurants and 
boutiques that combine with 
the colonial buildings of its past. 

Day 2
Colombo
Discover Colombo this morning 
with a personalised guided 
walk. See first-hand the indelible 
mark left by the Portuguese 
and photograph the amazing 
architecture of the Dutch and 
British. Engage your senses, 
especially taste and smell, as 
you try local food and beverages 
along the way.  

The afternoon is yours at 
leisure. Tonight you could 
savour dinner at your hotel, 
Uga Residence, one of the 
most exclusive boutique hotels 
in Colombo, where the food 
is a creative take on modern 
international cuisine with 
an emphasis on Sri Lankan 
ingredients. 

Day 3
Colombo
Enjoy a full day at leisure or 
explore Colombo further on 
your own today.You may opt 
to visit the recently refurbished 
Old Dutch Hospital precinct, 
home to some of Sri Lanka’s 
best boutiques and modern 
stores and cafes. In contrast, 
you could choose to visit Pettah 
Market, Colombo’s bustling, 
chaotic local bazaar, where you 
can buy everything from fruit to 
clothes, trinkets and everyday 
items. We suggest dinner this 
evening at Ministry of Crab, 
one of Colombo’s most popular 
and praised restaurants, that 
was started by a couple of 
Sri Lankan cricketers! 

Day 4
Colombo – Galle
Depart this morning for Galle. 
A UNESCO World Heritage City, 
Galle was a prominent seaport 

long before colonial rule in  
Sri Lanka. Today this charming 
city draws many visitors 
who come to stroll along 
the fort walls, and see its 
lighthouse and historic sites. 
Upon arrival, check in to your 
accommodation – one of the 
boutique Taru Villas. These 
intimate properties have 
just a handful of rooms and 
feature elegant furnishings 
and antiques. Tonight you may 
choose to dine at your villa, 
which can serve you drinks at 
sunset on their private terrace 
as well as a candlelight dinner.

SRI LANKA

Colombo

Galle
Rathgama

Gulf of 
Mannar

Discover the contemporary side of Sri Lanka, with this 

leisurely paced itinerary. With stays at some of the country’s 

best boutique properties, personalised guided walks, 

recommendations for elegant and modern dining experiences 

and plenty of leisure time, this 10-day itinerary will allow you  

a wonderful holiday through parts of this tropical island. 

HIGHLIGHTS: 3 night stays at each location ■ Guided city  
walk – Colombo ■ Stay at Uga Residence – Colombo  
■ Guided walking tour – Galle Fort ■ Boutique Villa stay – Galle  
■ Beach stay at Aditya Luxury Resort – Rathgama.

MEALS: 9 Breakfasts.
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Day 5
Galle
Discover Galle today with a 
guided walking tour. A leisurely 
stroll leads past the old Dutch 
Church, the Governor’s house, 
the spice warehouses, Court 
Square, the town hall, the 
lighthouse and on to the sea 
wall and ramparts. Visit the 
mosque and meander down 
streets leading to cricket fields, 
the temple, and the old District 
Judge’s house surrounded 
by ancient frangipani trees. 
Outside the fort walls, discover 
the sprawling and friendly town 
of Galle; its colourful  
fruit market and bustling  
Main Street. 

Day 6
Galle
Full day at leisure. You may 
choose to stroll the almost 
completely car-free streets 
inside Galle Fort, linger in the 
small boutiques and enjoy the 
cafes and restaurants. Galle 
Fort is a great place to shop 
for souvenirs and gifts. There 
are also luxury hotels serving 
afternoon tea, spas for you to 
pamper yourself at and a range 
of shopping options. It is a 
delightful place to spend a day.

Day 7
Galle – Rathgama
Today you will be driven to 
Aditya Resort, Rathgama, a 
distinctive boutique hotel set 
in a beautiful private beachside 
location. It comprises a 
collection of sixteen suites and 
two pool villas. Spacious and 
luxurious, each is unique in 
layout and is decorated with 
authentic art and antiques 
drawn from Sri Lanka and the 
region. Afternoon at leisure to 
enjoy your private plunge pool 
and resort facilities. 

Day 8
Rathgama
You may choose to start the 
day with a yoga session in the 
sea breeze at your resort. Later, 
you might opt for a bicycle 
ride through the countryside 
that gives you an opportunity 
to take in the sights, sounds 
and charms of rural Sri Lanka 
including cinnamon cultivation, 
lagoon fishing, coir rope making, 
the fishing harbour, temples 
and bird spotting. Enjoy a 
picnic lunch and afterwards 
a boat ride back to Aditya. 
Afternoon at leisure or you may 
choose to indulge in any of the 
invigorating spa treatments 
offered by the resort in the 
privacy of your own suite.

Day 9
Rathgama
Full day at leisure at your resort, 
or, the hotel can arrange a 
number of excursions. Visit 
nearby beaches where you can 
undertake surfing, snorkelling, 

scuba diving and other water 
sports; a fishing town where 
you can watch stilt-fisherman 
at work; national parks known 
for their outstanding scenic 
beauty and wealth of animal 
and bird species; and beautiful 
stretches of rain forests. 
Popular excursions are to 
Kosgoda, known for sea turtle 
conservation and to Mirissa 
where you can enjoy whale and 
dolphin watching.

Day 10
Rathgama – Colombo
Today is at leisure. You 
will be collected from your 
hotel and transferred to 
Colombo International 
Airport this evening for your 
departing flight. 
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BACKROADS OF SRI LANKA 
21 DAYS/20 NIGHTS | COLOMBO – COLOMBO

Departs: Daily | Tour code: BV16BRSL

Day 1 
Arrive Colombo –  
Horakelle 
Upon arrival in Colombo you 
will be met and transferred to 
your hotel. Horakelle Estate 
is the ideal place to start your 
Sri Lankan adventure. Enjoy a 
walk around the lush gardens, 
or swim in the pool.

Day 2
Horakelle
Begin your exploration of the 
small villages nearby with a 
locally guided tuk tuk ride on 
quiet roads of rural Horakelle. 
Stops are made along the way 
to sample the local curries 
that this area is famous for. 
Afternoon is at your leisure. 

Day 3 
Horakelle – 
Anamaduwa 
Proceed to Anamaduwa – 
sprawling 2,000-year-old 
archaeological treasure. 
Check in to The Mud House, 
a secluded eco retreat nestled 
at the foot of the ancient Rock 
Temple in Anamaduwa. Set 
amidst six acres of remote 
wilderness, tranquil lakes and 
abundant fauna and flora, there 
is plenty to see and do for the 
more adventurous. 

Day 4
Anamaduwa 
Steeped in myth and legend,  
the Paramankanda Rock Temple 
is said to hold mysterious 
powers found behind its 
trap doors and its rumored 
underground tunnel network. 
At ground level, the temple 
has a number of fascinating 
shrine rooms found under the 
overhanging rock and offers 
incredible views from atop its 
stone staircase. Later enjoy 
a lake swim or explore the 
surrounding villages. 

Day 5
Anamaduwa – 
Anuradhapura 
Anuradhapura – the city 
of Kings – was once the 
seat of power in Sri Lanka 
before being abandoned in 
search of a new capital after 
numerous invasions. Today 
Anuradhapura’s sacred Bodhi 
tree stands as majestic as it did 
during the reign of King Tissa – 
over 2,000 years ago. 

Day 6 
Anuradhapura – Jaffna
Travel by train to Jaffna – a 
city of attractive palm-shaded 
colonial-era suburbs and 
intriguing temples and 
churches. After meeting your 
host family, embark on an 
extensive guided city tour 
travelling like the locals, by bike. 
Later your host family will share 
with you a traditional Sri Lankan 
meal of various soups, curries 
and tropical fruits. 

SRI LANKA

Kandy

Ella

Gal Oya 

Matara

Horakelle

Galle

Sigiriya
Habarana

Ritigala
Anamaduwa

Anuradhapura

Jaffna

Delft
Island

Colombo

The jewel of the Indian Ocean with its ancient sites, beautiful 

beaches, pristine wilderness, fascinating culture and delectable 

cuisine – Sri Lanka has it all! This fascinating journey includes 

some of the island’s better-known sites, as well as some of its 

more off-beat locations, with authentic dining experiences 

along the way. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Sample local curries in rural Horakelle ■ Stay 
at a secluded eco retreat at Anamaduwa ■ Travel to Sri Lanka’s 
northern regions by train ■ Wild horses of Delft Island ■ Dine in  
a family home in Jaffna ■ Boat safari at Gal Oya National Park  
■ Sigiriya Rock Fortress ■ Scenic rail journey to Ella ■ Beach 
house stay at Matara ■ Bicycle tours in Jaffna & Kandy.

MEALS: 20 breakfasts, all meals in Anamaduwa & Jaffna,  
dinner in Galle Day 20.
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Day 7 
Jaffna
Start this morning at the 
Nallur Kandaswamy Kovil, the 
city’s most important Hindu 
temple. Later, explore the 
city’s major sights including 
Kayts jetty, Hanuman temple, 
Kantharodai Buddhist miniature 
pagodas, Keerimalai pond 
and Naguleswaram temple. 
Lunch will be taken at a village 
home served on banana 
leaf in traditional Jaffna style. 
The rest of the afternoon is 
free to relax on the peaceful 
Casuarina beach. 

Day 8 
Jaffna – Delft Island
Delft Island is about as remote 
as it gets in Sri Lanka. A small 
and isolated island that due 
to civil war remained off limits 
from tourism for many years. 
The island is perhaps best 
known for its population of 
wild horses, which were left by 
the Portuguese and remain an 
iconic feature of the rural life 
here. Tour the islands other 
attractions before enjoying a 
seafood lunch at a local home 
on the island. 

Day 9 
Jaffna – Ritigala – 
Habarana 
En route to our next destination 
– Habarana – we enter 
Sri Lanka’s cultural triangle 
and continue onto the Ritigala 
Forest Monastery. Ritigala has 

the feel of an undiscovered 
world and archaeologists have 
uncovered various structures 
and implements dating back 
to the 4th century B.C. – 
proof of a once extensive 
monastic complex. The stone 
meditational pathways snaking 
through the jungle seem from 
another world. Spend the next 
few nights at Elephant Watch 
Hut – and as its name suggests, 
it is not unusual to be awoken 
in the wee hours by an elephant 
strolling by your stilted hut. 

Day 10
Habarana – Sigiriya – 
Habarana
Visit Sigiriya. Rising over the 
dry and baron plains is the 
magnificent Rock Fortress of 
Sigiriya – also known as Lion 
Rock. Later a short journey 
north brings you to Pidurangala 
– a massive rock formation 
offering magnificent views of  
the lush forests below. 

Day 11
Habarana – Kandy
Proceed to Kandy, the last 
stronghold of the Sinhalese 
Kings and a city still in touch 
with its colonial past. Wander 
around the city’s lake and 
streets and explore the local 
markets. Located in the Royal 
Palace complex, also visit the 
revered Temple of the Tooth 
that houses the relic of the 
tooth of Buddha.

Day 12
Kandy 
A great way to see Kandy at 
a slower pace is by bicycle. 
A guided tour on an older style 
Lumala bike will show you the 
backroads and narrow laneways 
of Kandy, travelling much 
as they did in Ceylon in the 
1920’s. Along the way visit some 
interesting cottage industries, 
explore the tiny shops and 
pause for a snack break at a 
picturesque location. 

Day 13
Kandy – Ella 
A train journey today will 
take you high up into the hills 
passing lush tea plantations 
and mist shrouded mountains 
before reaching the town of 
Ella. Here the air is cooler and 
the vegetation is lush. This 
is one of Sri Lanka’s prime 
hiking destinations yet at the 
same time is the perfect spot 
to unwind for a few days. Stay 
at a homestay where you 
can experience the genuine 
hospitality of the local families. 

Day 14
Ella
An early morning optional 
leisurely hike to Little Adam’s 
Peak will be rewarded with 
stunning views across the valley 
of the surrounding hills. 

Days 15 & 16
Ella – Gal Oya
Gal Oya is an unexplored 
treasure in Sri Lanka – a 
national park surrounded by 
water and islands. Safaris are 
conducted by boat giving you 
the opportunity to observe 
wildlife at close range as they 
gather at the water’s edge. 
Herds of elephant can often be 
seen swimming from one island 
to another – one of the many 
highlights this park has to offer. 
You can also join one of the 
resident naturalists for a walk to 
discover the beauty and birdlife 
around the lodge.

Days 17 & 18
Gal Oya – Matara
Today proceed to Matara where 
you will spend two days at a 
secluded beach house. Enjoy 
walks along the beach, swim in 
the pool, and stroll along the 
tropical garden. 

Day 19
Matara – Galle
Continue onto the coastal town 
of Galle – a town of great beauty 
where colonial architecture 
meets lush tropical vegetation 
and the glimmering sea. Galle 
Fort is a living-breathing city 
within a city complete with 
boutique shops, cafes and 
hotels. Take a walk and enjoy 
the views of the sunset from the 
ramparts of the fort – a short 
way from your accommodation. 

Day 20
Galle 
Morning at leisure. Later, visit 
Galle’s major sights. Spend time 
exploring the inner sanctum of 
Galle Fort where time seemingly 
has stood still for hundreds 
of years and marvel at the 
fortifications that resemble 
those in the coastal areas of 
Portugal. Dine tonight in a local 
home trying the many exotic 
curries this city is famous for. 

Day 21
Galle – Colombo 
Your tour concludes today. 
Transfer to Colombo for 
international departing flight.
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SRI LANKA IN STYLE 
12 DAYS/11 NIGHTS | COLOMBO – COLOMBO 

Departs: Daily | Tour code: BV16SLS

Day 1
Arrive Colombo – 
Kotugoda
Welcome to Sri Lanka! You will 
be met upon arrival in Colombo 
and transferred to your hotel. 

Day 2
Kotugoda – 
Anuradhapura – 
Thirappane
After breakfast, drive to 
Anuradhapura. At the 
pinnacle of its glory, the city 
of Anuradhapura extended 
over 52-square-kilometers. 
Its magnificent monuments, 
refined sculpture and paintings 
are testimony to a veritable 
and original Sri Lankan culture. 
Take in the sights of the ancient 
city, with its rich collection of 
archaeological and architectural 
wonders. Afterwards, continue 
on to Thirappane to your 
accommodation. You may 
wish to indulge in some of the 
optional activities available to 

you at the resort such as a 
jungle walk or, for something 
far less rigorous, be at one 
with your surroundings with a 
private yoga session. 

Day 3
Thirappane – Ritigala – 
Thirappane
Continue your journey of 
Sri Lanka’s cultural triangle 
with a visit to the Ritigala 
Archeological Monastery. 
The archeological site bears 
a certain mysterious nature 
owing to the long meditational 
pathways that open into the 
thick jungle and large stone-
lined reservoirs. Remainder  
of the day at leisure at  
your resort. 

Day 4
Thirappane – 
Pidurangala – 
Minneriya – Thirappane
This morning you will drive to 
Pidurangala and make the climb 
up this massive rock formation. 
The slightly taxing climb is all 
worth the effort once you reach 
the top and are rewarded 
with views of a green carpet of 
forest punctuated by Sigiriya 
Rock Fortress in the distance. 
In the afternoon, there’s the 
option to set out on a jeep 
safari at either of Kaudulla or 
Minneriya National Parks. Both 
national parks are famous for 
observing elephants in their 
natural habitat. 

Day 5
Thirappane – Kandy 
Drive this morning to Kandy. 
Steeped in political, cultural and 
religious history, Kandy became 
the country’s capital city in the 
16th century and also played a 
central role in the tea plantation 
industry once tea production 
began in Ceylon. Wander 
around the lake and the streets 
of Kandy getting a feel for this 
wonderful city and exploring the 
local markets. This evening visit 
the ‘Temple of the Sacred  
Tooth Relic’. 

Hatton

SRI LANKA

Colombo
Kotugoda

Anuradhapura

Minneriya
Pidurangala

Kandy

Dickoya

Thirappane
Ritigala

With a focus on luxury and designed around some of the 

country’s finest hotels, 2-to-3 night stays at each location 

creates a more leisurely pace of travel and leaves plenty of time 

to experience these amazing properties. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Experience Sri Lanka’s most luxurious boutique 
hotels and resorts ■ Stay at Tea Trails luxury bungalows  
■ Archaeological wonders of Anuradhapura ■ The ancient 
Buddhist Monastery of Ritigala ■ Scenic rail journey to Hatton  
■ Stroll amongst the lush tea plantations of Dickoya  
■ Visit UNESCO ‘Temple of the Sacred Tooth Relic’ – Kandy  
■ Colombo walking tour.

MEALS: 11 breakfasts, all meals in Dickoya.
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Day 6
Kandy
Explore Kandy on a bicycle tour. 
Cycle along the streets and 
alleys of Kandy going beyond 
the usual landmarks and 
deeper into the everyday life of 
the locals. Afternoon is  
at your leisure. 

Day 7
Kandy
Day at leisure to relax by 
the pool or you could take 
afternoon tea on the lawn while 
partaking in a game of croquet. 

Day 8
Kandy – Hatton  
– Dickoya 
Today experience a 
breathtaking train journey 
through Sri Lanka’s hill country 
with lush tea plantations, 
mountains covered in mist and 
its smiling people. Arrive at 
Ceylon Tea Trails, the world’s 

first tea bungalow resort, 
perched at an altitude of 1,250 
meters in Sri Lanka’s panoramic 
tea region. You can either relax 
or put your walking shoes 
on and stride out into the 
picturesque tea country –  
right at your doorstep. 

Day 9
Dickoya
Traditional ‘bed tea’ will be 
served by your butler this 
morning and later your chef 
can suggest meals based on 
fresh produce and homegrown 
vegetables and herbs. Spend 
the morning seeing how Ceylon 
tea is made and learn the art 
of becoming a discerning tea 
taster. Visit the nearby Warleigh 
Church built by early British 
planters located in one of the 
most stunning locations. Enjoy 
a walk/trek or bicycle ride 
through the tea plantations 
and indulge in one of Tea Trail’s 
delicious picnics!

Day 10
Dickoya – Colombo 
After breakfast, depart for 
Colombo. With its large harbor 
and strategic position along 
the East West sea-trade routes, 
Colombo was well known to 
ancient traders as long as 
2,000 years ago. Today it is a 
metropolis of over two million 

people where different ethnic 
groups, religions and cultures 
mingle. The contrast between 
high-rise hotels and colonial 
mansions, supermarkets 
and street bazaars, dazzling 
cars and motor-rickshaws, is 
found everywhere. 

Day 11
Colombo
A morning at leisure to relax at 
your beautiful accommodation. 
Later in the afternoon, take 
a leisurely 2-3 hour walk that 
takes you through the city’s 

heart reflecting a bygone era 
of Portuguese, Dutch and 
English colonialism all the while 
mingling with modern high-
rise hotels. Stroll to the Pettah 
market place with its labyrinth 
of gridlocked streets with tiny 
shops and footpaths stacked 
high with merchandise. 

Day 12
Colombo
Your tour concludes after 
breakfast. Transfer to Colombo 
Airport for departing flight.
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QUINTESSENTIAL SRI LANKA 
11 DAYS/10 NIGHTS | COLOMBO – COLOMBO 

Departs: Daily | Tour code: BV16QSL

Day 1 
Arrive Colombo – 
Negombo
You will be met upon arrival at 
Colombo’s international airport 
and transferred to your hotel in 
Negombo, a short drive away. 

Day 2  
Negombo – Sigiriya 
Drive to Sigiriya and check-
in to your hotel. Late in the 

afternoon, visit Sigiriya Rock 
Fortress, also known as Lion 
Rock. Set in green scrub jungle, 
this massive rock was a retreat 
for Buddhist monks in ancient 
times. Today it is a popular 
tourist attraction with an 
extensive network of gardens, 
reservoirs, beautiful frescoes 
and other structures. Take your 
time to explore this UNESCO 
World Heritage site and climb 
the approximate 1,000 steps up 
and down the impressive rock. 

Day 3  
Sigiriya – Polonnaruwa 
– Sigiriya
This morning you will drive 
to Polonnaruwa – once the 
medieval capital and one of 
the most beautiful centres in 
Sri Lanka’s cultural heritage. 
Take a city tour this morning, 

including a visit to the ancient 
ruins and the Gal Vihara 
complex, where three gigantic 
Buddha statues are carved 
out of a single rock. Lunch 
today is your chance to sample 
traditional Sri Lankan dishes 
hosted by a local family at 
Priyamali Gedara. Later, return 
to Sigiriya. 

Day 4  
Sigiriya – Dambulla – 
Matale – Kandy 
Drive to Kandy, stopping en 
route to visit the Dambulla 
Rock Cave temples and a spice 
garden at Matale. Thought to 
date back to the 1st century 
BC, Dambulla is also a UNSECO 
World Heritage site and the 
largest and best-preserved cave 
temple complex in the country. 
At Matale, a spice garden visit 
will reveal to you all the flavours 
that contribute to Sri Lanka’s 
delicious curries. Continue on 
to Kandy, the last capital of the 
Sri Lankan kings. Kandy is the 
charming, easy-going capital of 
the hill country with its lovely 
centerpiece that is Kandy Lake.

Day 5  
Kandy 
Begin the day with a visit to the 
revered Buddhist ‘Temple of 
the Sacred Tooth Relic’, which 

houses the relic of the tooth 
of Buddha. This precious relic 
attracts pilgrims bearing lotus 
blossoms and frangipani each 
day. Later, spend time at the 
Royal Botanical Gardens at 
Peradeniya which houses over 
300 species of orchids, an 
avenue of Royal Palms and a 
giant Javan fig tree. 

Day 6  
Kandy – Nuwara Eliya 
Today, travel to Nuwara Eliya 
on a scenic four-hour rail 
journey, winding through 
the picturesque hills and 
countryside, taking in the 
natural beauty of this country 
from the window of your 
comfortable train. Pass tea 
plantations, small villages and 
waving children as your train 
makes its journey. Nuwara Eliya 
is known as “Little England” due 
to its picturesque landscape 
and cool climate. It was founded 
as a hill station retreat for 
British civil servants seeking to 
escape from the heat of the 
plains. Take a stroll around 
the town to see the many 
buildings that retain features 
from its colonial past. In the 
evening, drive around Lake 
Gregory located in the heart of 
tea country. 

SRI LANKA
Colombo

Negombo Matale
Polonnaruwa

Dambulla

Nuwara Eliya 

Kandy

Galle
Yala NP

Sigiriya

Its rolling hills carpeted by tea plantations and its coast lapped 

by the clear warm waters of the Indian Ocean, Sri Lanka reveals 

its beauty on this quintessential journey across the island. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Visit Sigiriya Rock Fortress ■ Scenic rail journey 
to the former British hill station of Nuwara Eliya ■ Afternoon & 
dawn jeep safaris in Yala National Park ■ World Heritage listed 
Dambulla Rock Cave Temples ■ Temple of the Sacred Tooth Relic 
– Kandy ■ Explore historic Galle Fort ■ Colombo sightseeing 
■ Ancient capital of Polonnaruwa.

MEALS: 10 Breakfasts, all meals at Yala.
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Day 7  
Nuwara Eliya – Yala 
National Park
After breakfast, continue by 
vehicle to Yala National Park – 
the second-largest national park 
in Sri Lanka. In the afternoon 
embark on a jeep safari. This 
is Sri Lanka’s most visited 
wildlife reserve and home to 
elephant, wild boar, wild buffalo, 
crocodiles, sloth bears, monkeys 
and the elusive leopard.

Day 8  
Yala – Galle
Wake early for a sunrise jeep 
safari in the national park, 
before continuing onto Galle. 
Founded by the Portuguese in 
the 16th Century, Galle today is 
the best example of a fortified 
city built by the Portuguese in 
south Asia. Afternoon at leisure 
in Galle. 

Day 9  
Galle
Today you have a full day to 
discover Galle on your own. 
This charming city is a delightful 
place to explore with its narrow, 
cobbled streets, laid back cafes, 
boutique hotels, and artisan 

workshops. Spend some time 
picking up souvenirs, shopping 
for brightly coloured textiles, 
or indulge at one of the spas 
that can now be found in the 
city. Make sure you also see the 
city’s famous lighthouse and 
take a stroll along the rampart 
walls, particularly pleasant at 
sunset as the sun fades across 
the ocean. 

Day 10  
Galle – Colombo 
Depart this morning for 
Colombo – the largest city and 
commercial capital of Sri Lanka. 
From the 1500s this port was 
used by traders from the Far 
East, China, India and Persia 
to name a few and was ruled 
by the Portuguese, Dutch and 
British. Today, it is a metropolis 
of over two million people 
where different ethnic groups, 
religions and cultures mingle. 
This afternoon is at your leisure. 

Day 11  
Colombo
Enjoy a morning of sightseeing 
in Colombo, before transferring 
to the airport for your return 
international flight home. 
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CLASSIC SRI LANKA 
15 DAYS/14 NIGHTS | COLOMBO – COLOMBO 

Departs: Daily | Tour code: BV16BSL

Day 1
Colombo
Welcome to Sri Lanka! 
You will be met on arrival 
and transferred to your 
accommodation.

Day 2 
Colombo 
After breakfast, explore 
Colombo with a guided city tour. 
Visit many of the city’s famous 
landmarks such as Galle Face 
Green, Viharamahadevi Park, 
the National Museum, the Old 
Parliament, Independence 
Square, the Town Hall and 
Buddhist and Hindu Temples. 
The remainder of the day is 
at leisure. 

Day 3
Colombo – Sigiriya 
After breakfast, drive to 
Sigiriya and check-in to your 
hotel. In the late afternoon 
visit and climb Sigiriya Rock 
Fortress – with its renowned 
frescoes and rock inscriptions, 
it is considered as the Eighth 
Wonder of the World. The 
gardens of the Sigiriya city are 
one of the most important 
aspects of the site as it is among 
the oldest landscaped gardens 
in the world. Take your time to 
climb the 1,000 steps up and 
down this most impressive site. 

Day 4 
Sigiriya – Polonnaruwa 
– Sigiriya
Visit the ancient city of 
Polonnaruwa – once Sri Lanka’s 
medieval capital and today 
a World Heritage listed site. 
Explore the ancient ruined city 
and the Gal Vihara complex, 
where three gigantic Buddha 
statues are carved out of a 
single rock. Afterwards, take a 
jeep safari at Minneriya National 
Park. Here you can see wild 
elephants circle the Minneriya 
Tank set amongst beautiful 
green surroundings. 

Day 5 
Sigiriya – Dambulla  
– Kandy
Depart this morning for the 
drive to Kandy, stopping 
en route at the Dambulla 
Rock Cave temples and to 
visit a spice plantation. The 
caves at Dambulla contain 
the most outstanding 
collection of Buddha images 
in Sri Lanka. These images 
of Lord Buddha are of his 
different reincarnations as 
well as depicting some historic 
episodes. Visit a spice garden 
at Matale where you will learn 
about the spices and flavours 
that go into Sri Lankan cuisine. 

Day 6
Kandy 
This morning visit Peradeniya 
Botanical Garden. The garden 
covers approximately 150 acres 
and is well known for its large 
variety of plants and creepers 
and its more than 300 species 
of orchids. Later, visit the 
Temple of the Sacred Tooth 
Relic that houses the relic of the 
tooth of Buddha. Pilgrims from 
all over the world travel to this 
UNESCO World Heritage site. 
See the traditional daily rituals 
performed by the temple’s 
religious dignitaries.

SRI LANKA

Colombo

Polonnaruwa
Dambulla

Nuwara Eliya 
Kandy

Galle
Unawatuna

Rathgama
Bentota

Yala NP

Ella

Sigiriya

Sri Lanka is truly a traveller’s paradise. With ancient Buddhist 

temples, the impressive fortress of Sigiriya, the hill country 

towns of Kandy and Nuwara Eliya, the wildlife of Yala National 

Park, the historic seaport of Galle and a beachside rejuvenation, 

this journey offers incredible variety. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Colombo sightseeing tour ■ Climb Sigiriya Rock 
Fortress ■ Explore the ancient city of Polonnaruwa ■ Jeep safari 
to see the wild elephants circle at Minneriya National Park  
■ Spice plantation visit ■ UNESCO Temple of the Sacred Tooth 
Relic – Kandy ■ Scenic rail journey to Nuwara Eliya ■ Jeep safaris 
in search of leopards at Yala National Park ■ Discover the 
UNSECO World Heritage city of Galle ■ 2-day relaxing beach stay.

MEALS: 14 Breakfasts, all meals at Yala.
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Day 7
Kandy – Nuwara Eliya 
– Ella
This morning, embark on a 
scenic four-hour rail journey 
to Nuwara Eliya, observing 
the picturesque Sri Lankan 
countryside from the window 
of your comfortable train. 
Nuwara Eliya, or ‘city of lights’, 
is also known as the city of 
eternal spring, where the air 
is pure, cool and distilled. 
Windswept peaks lie shrouded 
in mist, while tea pickers 
wind their way between the 
tea bushes in surrounding 
plantations. Continue on to the 
beautiful small village of Ella in 
Sri Lanka’s hill country – with 
little more than a handful of 
shops, hotels and restaurants 
set as a backdrop to the 
stunning scenery. 

Day 8
Ella
One of the best ways to spend 
the time in Ella is to tackle 
the beautiful short walk to 
the top of Little Adam’s Peak, 
which provides marvellous 
views out over the hills. Nine 
Arches Bridge is located 3,100 
feet above sea level and was 
constructed when the railway 
line from Ella to Demodara 
came to a standstill at the 169th 
mile post. Standing almost  
100 feet and built entirely from 
stone and brick, the bridge is  
an engineering masterpiece. 

Day 9
Ella – Yala 
After lunch, depart for Yala 
National Park, Sri Lanka’s 
second-largest national park 
with one of the highest leopard 
densities in the world. Take 
an evening jeep safari into the 
park, which is also home to 
herds of elephants, species of 
deer, wild buffalo, wild boar, 
monkeys, crocodiles and 
peacocks. With a bit of luck 
there will be the chance to spot 
the elusive leopard as it sneaks 
through the undergrowth! 

Day 10
Yala National Park
Start the day with a pre-dawn 
jeep safari at Yala National 

Park. An early safari is the 
best time to spot game when 
they are most active in the 
morning light. The park at Yala 
is semi-arid, so there’s a better 
chance to see wildlife with less 
jungle hindering your view. The 
afternoon is yours at leisure. 

Day 11
Yala – Galle
Depart for Galle this morning. 
One of the best-preserved 
colonial-era cities in Southeast 
Asia, Galle has been declared 
a UNESCO World Heritage 
City. Galle was a prominent 
seaport long before colonial 
rule in the country as Persians, 
Arabs, Greeks, Romans, Malays, 
Indians and Chinese were doing 
business through Galle port. 
The ‘modern’ history of the 
city began with the arrival of 
the Portuguese in 1502. After 
checking in to your hotel, take a 
city tour of this fascinating town 
in the afternoon. 

Day 12
Galle 
Full day at leisure. Galle Fort is 
a pleasant place to explore with 
its quiet streets, inviting cafes 
and many boutiques and artisan 
workshops. There are plenty of 
places to pick up souvenirs to 
take home including colourful, 
locally made textiles, vintage 

posters and tea. You may also 
be tempted by the modern 
cafes, ice cream sellers and 
hotels serving luxurious high 
teas. Outside the fort’s walls 
are long stretches of beach 
backed by coconut palms and 
lush hillsides.

Days 13 & 14 
Galle – Unawatuna/
Bentota/Rathgama 
After breakfast, depart for your 
selected beach stay where your 
time is at your leisure. Unwind 
and enjoy Sri Lanka’s beautiful 
coastline and sandy beaches. 

Day 15 
Unawatuna/Bentota/
Rathgama – Colombo
You will be collected today 
from your beach stay and 
transferred to Colombo for your 
international departure. 
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COMFORTABLE 
Sri Lanka offers a range of clean and comfortable hotels or 
accommodation that still provide an authentic experience of the 
country. These properties can be more conventional, though there 
are interesting options within this category such as plantation 
estates and boutique hotels. The accommodation within this 
category can tend to be smaller and more personalised, offering  
a more engaging experience for guests.

E X A M P L E  P R O P E R T I E S 

Horakelle Estate Horakelle
Horakelle Estate is the ideal place 
to begin a tour of Sri Lanka – 
located an easy drive of about 
30 minutes from the airport. 
Surrounded by coconuts, fruit 
trees like mango, rambutan, 
mangosteen and spice gardens 
where cinnamon and pepper 
grow in abundance. Rooms are simple but well 
appointed, immaculate and all have air-conditioning. 
The property also boasts an inviting pool to cool off in. 

Lake Lodge Colombo
Lake Lodge is located in a central 
but peaceful location of Sri 
Lanka’s capital. A small boutique 
hotel of just twelve stylish rooms 
in a serene courtyard setting, 
it features a rooftop terrace 
with lake views and restaurant. 
The rooms are elegant in their 
furnishings and design. 

Mango House Galle
Mango House is a charming 
guesthouse of just seven rooms 
set amongst mango and palm 
trees. The property features 
a leafy garden, courtyard and 
private balconies – giving you 
plenty of places to relax. Once a 
cinnamon factory, the property 
has been lovingly restored into a boutique hotel that 
blends colonial-era architecture with contemporary 
design in the heart of Galle Fort. 

SRI LANKA ACCOMMODATION 

Sri Lanka is home to a broad range of accommodation with a style 

that is distinctly the country’s own. Often inspired by the nation’s 

revered architect Geoffrey Bawa and his world-renowned style of 
Tropical Modernism, accommodation in Sri Lanka draws influence 
from and works with its beautiful natural environment and tropical 

surrounds. From restored colonial tea bungalows to beachside 

retreats, to heritage hotels and boutique villas – there’s a place 

to stay in Sri Lanka to suit everyone. India Unbound is pleased 
to offer you three categories of accommodation for your tour of 
Sri Lanka, though many of our itineraries are based on our middle, 
or superior category. 

Like our India tours and accommodation, our options start at good, 

and go upward to great and amazing. 

Option 1 – Comfortable 

Option 2 – Superior 

Option 3 – Deluxe

Chena Huts, Yala

Fort Bazaar, GalleMango House, Galle
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SUPERIOR 
From heritage hotels to boutique villas, to tented camps inside the 
buffer zone of national parks and plantation estates – our superior 
accommodation features an exceptionally broad variety of styles. 
Each of the types of accommodation within this category has its 
own style and character, whilst being of a superior standard. 

E X A M P L E  P R O P E R T I E S

Galle Face Hotel Colombo
This 150-year-old heritage 
property is a landmark of 
Colombo and perfectly  
located for exploring the  
city’s main sights. Abutting the 
sea, the hotel is so entwined 
in the fabric of the city the 
surrounding area has come to 
be known as Galle Face. Recently restored, this superb property 
beautifully blends its colonial history with the modern day. Features 
of the hotel include a gorgeous pool, elegant rooms and wonderful 
options for dining and drinks. 

Fort Bazaar Galle
Fort Bazaar is a renovated 17th 
century townhouse superbly 
located in the heart of Galle Fort. 
Once occupied by spice, tea and 
gem traders, staying here gives 
guests the opportunity to soak up 
the Fort’s charming atmosphere. 
This boutique property comprises 
just eighteen rooms beautifully 
built around a traditional private courtyard, with a 
restaurant and bar, private cinema, library and spa. 

Horathapola Estate 
Horathapola
This astutely renovated plantation 
bungalow offers contemporary 
comforts coupled with colonial 
charm that will entice you from 
the moment you step onto the 
property. With just five spacious 
bedrooms with ensuites, each 
room has garden views and private balconies. Set on 50 acres, 
Horathapola Estate features lovely furnishings including antique 
furniture, as well as a salt-water pool, jacuzzi and lush gardens with 
walking trails. 

DELUXE 
The ultimate of luxury, our deluxe range of accommodation are in 
themselves destinations of Sri Lanka. From private plunge pools to 
personal butlers, they offer unmatched service often in remarkable 
locations. Again, there is a range of styles within this category from 
wildlife lodges to resorts and tea estates. 

E X A M P L E  P R O P E R T I E S

Tea Trails Dickoya
Bed tea, high tea and stunning 
plantation views are part of 
the daily routine at Tea Trails. 
Located in the picturesque Sri 
Lankan tea country, these luxury 
planters’ bungalows are superbly 
restored and maintained. An ideal 
place to relax with swimming 
pools and lawn tennis, there’s exceptional Sri Lankan and western 
cuisine and outstanding service. Activities include guided plantation 
walks, tea factory visits and simply indulging.

Vil Uyana Sigiriya
Vil Uyana is a luxury eco resort, 
ideally located close to the 
historic rock fortress at Sigiriya. 
The vast and lush property is a 
private nature reserve consisting 
of a wetland system with lakes 
and reed beds; its freestanding 
rooms are placed within the 
paddy fields giving them an atmosphere of rural simplicity, although 
combined with lavish comforts. The resort boasts private plunge 
pools, a main pool, bar and restaurant. 

Chena Huts Yala
Located along Sri Lanka’s south 
coast close to Yala National 
Park, Chena Huts is nestled 
among dunes and trees at 
the ocean’s edge. This small, 
exclusive property is fringed on 
one landward side by tropical 
jungle and on the other by a 
saline lake where ibises, painted storks and even flamingos may 
be seen wading in the shallows. Chena Huts has just 14 secluded 
pavilions each with private plunge pool. There’s a spa, main pool 
and restaurant.
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TOUR PRICES

INDIA

TRIP NAME TOUR 
CODE DURATION VALIDITY

HIGH/
LOW 

SEASON
PER PERSON TWIN SHARE  

PRICE FROM 
DEPARTURE 

DATES PAGE

Mid-range Superior Deluxe
Classic Golden Triangle BV16GTC 6 Days 1 Apr 2017 – 30 Sep 2017 L $1,700 $1,830 $3,230 Daily 12 – 13

1 Oct 2017 – 31 Mar 2017† H $1,830 $2,435 $4,790
1 Apr 2018 – 30 Sep 2018 L $1,850 $1,975 $3,520

Golden Triangle  
in Depth BV16GTE 11 Days 1 Apr 2017 – 30 Sep 2017 L $2,995 $3,830 $7,080 Daily 14 – 16

1 Oct 2017 – 31 Mar 2017† H $3,205 $4,875 $9,605
1 Apr 2018 – 30 Sep 2018 L $3,255 $4,115 $7,080

Classic Rajasthan BV16BOR 16 Days 1 Apr 2017 – 30 Sep 2017** L $4,365 $5,215 $9,405 Daily 16 – 17
1 Oct 2017 – 31 Mar 2018† H $4,670 $6,710 $13,175

1 Apr 2018 – 30 Sep 2018** L $4,745 $5,605 $10,225
Rajasthan in Depth BV16RID 18 Days 1 Apr 2017 – 30 Sep 2017 L $4,890 $5,330 $8,265 Daily 18 – 19

1 Oct 2017 – 31 Mar 2018† H $5,385 $6,890 $11,775
1 Apr 2018 – 30 Sep 2018 L $5,285 $5,760 $8,935

Classic North India BV16BNI 14 Days 1 Apr 2017 – 30 Sep 2017 L $4,905 $5,520 $8,715 Daily 20 – 21
1 Oct 2017 – 31 Mar 2018† H $5,410 $6,980 $12,225
1 Apr 2018 – 30 Sep 2018 L $5,310 $5,955 $9,380

North India in Depth BV16NID 18 Days 1 Apr 2017 – 30 Sep 2017 L $6,670 $7,270 $10,665 Daily 22 – 23
1 Oct 2017 – 31 Mar 2018† H $6,990 $8,390 $13,660
1 Apr 2018 – 30 Sep 2018 L $7,135 $7,785 $11,510

Classic East India BV16BOE 16 Days 1 May 2017 – 30 April 2018d H $4,635 $5,350 # Daily 24 – 25
1 May 2018 - 30 April 2019d H $5,100 $5,870 #

Classic Gujarat BV16GUJ 13 Days 1 Apr 2017 – 30 Sep 2017 L $4,820 $5,025 # Daily 26 – 27
1 Oct 2017 – 31 Mar 2018† H $5,095 $5,395 #
1 Apr 2018 – 30 Sep 2018 L $5,250 $5,475 #

Quintessential Kerala BV16QTK 7 Days 1 May 2017 – 30 Sep 2017 L $1,475 $1,675 $1,800 Daily 28 – 29
1 Oct 2017 – 31 Apr 2018† H $1,880 $2,330 $2,695
1 May 2018 – 30 Sep 2018 L $1,540 $1,755 $1,900

Classic Kerala BV16BOK 12 Days 1 May 2017 – 30 Sep 2017 L $2,070 $2,570 $3,540 Daily 30 – 31
1 Oct 2017 – 31 Apr 2018† H $2,460 $3,620 $4,770
1 May 2018 – 30 Sep 2018 L $2,160 $2,710 $3,800

Classic South India BV16SI1 13 Days 1 May 2017 – 30 Sep 2017 L $2,475 $2,820 $3,120 Daily 32 – 33
1 Oct 2017 – 31 Apr 2018† H $3,310 $3,760 $4,700
1 May 2018 – 30 Sep 2018 L $2,890 $3,260 $3,645

Backroads of  
South India BV16SI2 18 Days 1 May 2017 – 30 Sep 2017 L $4,285 $5,185 $6,660 Daily 34 – 35

1 Oct 2017 – 31 Apr 2017† H $4,670 $6,010 $8,160
1 May 2018 – 30 Sep 2018 L $4,700 $5,675 $7,305

Cuisine of India BV16COI Summer tour – 
14 days 1 Apr 2017 – 30 Sep 2017 L $6,450 $6,980 $7,900 Daily 36 – 37

Winter tour –  
16 days 1 Oct 2017 – 31 Mar 2018† H $7,995 $8,830 $10,190

Summer tour – 
14 days 1 Apr 2018 – 30 Sep 2018 L $6,940 $7,480 $8,480

Wildlife of India BV16WOI 16 Days 1 Nov 2017 – 30 Apr 2018* L $8,930 $10,175 $13,755 Daily 38 – 39
Back Roads of  
the Far North BV16BFN 15 Day tour 1 Apr 2017 – 30 Sep 2017 L $5,505 $6,880 # Daily 40 – 41

15 Day tour 1 Oct 2017 – 31 Mar 2018† H $6,775 $8,275 #

15 Day tour 1 Apr 2018 – 30 Sep 2018 L $5,950 $7,410
11 Day  

extension tour 1 Apr 2017 – 31 Mar 2018^ L $3,750 $4,090 #

11 Day  
extension tour 1 Apr 2018 – 31 Mar 2019^ L $4,075 $4,445 #

Contemporary India BV16CI 13 days 1 Apr 2017 – 30 Sep 2017 L $3,680 $4,140 $6,380 Daily 42 – 43
1 Oct 2017 – 31 Mar 2018† H $4,145 $5,175 $8,305
1 Apr 2018 – 30 Sep 2018 L $3,965 $4,465 $6,860

Classic Ladakh BV16CLL 11 Days 1 May 2017 – 30 Sep 2017‡ L $3,955 $6,995 # Daily (Summer 
months only) 44 – 45

1 May 2018 – 30 Sep 2018‡ L $4,245 $7,510 #

* Most national parks are closed for most of summer and the monsoon  
(ie May to October).
** Ranthambhore is closed from 1 Jul to 30 Sep every year.
d Kaziranga National Park is closed from 1 May to 30 Oct every year.
g Prices vary depending on the season and cabin type. Please ask your agent for 
exact prices.
# Deluxe accommodation is not available in a majority of the places included in  
this itinerary.
## Superior and deluxe accommodation is not available in a majority of the places 
included in this itinerary.
^ Excluding 1 Jul to 15 Sep (due to the monsoon).

^^ Excluding the festive season when peak season rates and compulsory  
Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve Gala dinner supplements are applicable.  
Please enquire with your agent for prices for travel during this period.
† Excluding compulsory Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve Gala dinner 
supplements applicable at some hotels. We will advise you of these when providing 
a detailed itinerary.
‡ Being a high altitude destination, the most comfortable time to visit Ladakh is the 
Summer months ie May to September. 
†† Hotel rates for certain months within this period are higher than other months. 
Please advise your travel agent of the specific dates you are looking to travel and  
we will provide an exact price.

All tours are subject to seasonal price variations – please contact your Travel Agent for accurate prices for the specific dates you are looking to travel.



TOUR PRICES

RAIL
TRIP NAME TOUR 

CODE DURATION PER PERSON TWIN SHARE  
PRICE FROM DEPARTURE DATES PAGE

Jewels of the Deccan BV16JOD 8 Days $6685 per person twin share Please enquire for departure dates 50
Hidden Treasures  
of Gujarat BV16HTG 8 Days $6685 per person twin share 2017: 4 Mar, 25 Mar, 28 Oct. 2018: 3 Mar, 24 Mar  

Please enquire for departure dates 51

Royal Rajasthan  
on Wheels BV16RRW 8 Days $6995 per person twin share Every Sunday of Oct, Nov, Dec, Jan, Feb & Mar 54 – 55

Palace on Wheels BV16POW 8 Days Summer: $5600 per person twin share Every Wednesday 58 – 59
Winter: $7275 per person twin share^ Every Wednesday

Gems of India BV16GOI 4 Days $6140 per person twin share 2017: 25 Jan, 22 Feb, 22 Mar, 18 Oct, 15 Nov, 13 Dec 
2018: 10 Jan, 7 Feb, 7 Mar, 4 Apr 62

Indian Splendour BV16IS1 8 Days $9535 per person twin share 2017: 7 Jan, 4 Feb, 4 Mar, 1 Apr, 30 Sep, 28 Oct,  
25 Nov, 23 Dec. 2018: 20 Jan, 17 Feb, 17 Mar 63

Pride of South BV16POS 8 Days $6585 per person twin share Please enquire for departure dates 66
Southern  
Splendour BV16SS1 8 Days $7420 per person twin share Please enquire for departure dates 67

CRUISE

TRIP NAME TOUR 
CODE DURATION PER PERSON TWIN SHARE  

PRICE FROM DEPARTURE DATES PAGE

Brahmaputra Discovery BV16MBR 8 Days From $4125 per person twin shareg
2017: 8 Jan, 5 Feb, 19 Mar, 2 Apr, 26 Nov  

2018: 14 Jan, 4 Feb  
Please enquire for further departure dates

71

Brahmaputra  
Panorama BV16AD4 11 Days From $3125 per person twin shareg 2017: 29 Apr, 14 Oct. 2018: 31 March, 28 Apr 

Please enquire for further departure dates 74

Wildlife of Assam BV16WA1 8 Days From $3630 per person twin shareg 2018: 18 Mar, 15 Apr, 25 Nov, 23 Dec  
2018: 27 Feb, 17 Mar, 14 Apr 75

Hughli Heritage BV16BD1 8 Days From $2175 per person twin shareg

2017: 12 Jan, 9 Feb, 16 Feb, 16 Mar, 23 Mar, 6 Apr,  
7 Apr, 13 Apr, 7 Jul, 20 Jul, 4 Aug, 21 Sep, 6 Oct,  
16 Nov, 23 Nov, 30 Nov, 14 Dec, 21 Dec, 28 Dec  

2018: 18 Jan, 1 Feb, 15 Feb, 22 Feb, 1 Mar, 15 Mar,  
22 Mar, 29 Mar, 12 Apr, 13 Apr, 19 Apr, 20 Apr

76

Sacred Ganges BV16BD2 9 Days From $2490 per person twin shareg
2017: 23 Feb (8 nights), 27 Jul (8 nights),  

13 Oct (7 nights), 10 Nov (7 nights), 8 Dec (7 nights),  
2018: 5 Jan (7 nights), 8 Feb (8 nights)

77

Ganges Discovery BV16BD10 8 Days From $3290 per person twin shareg Please enquire for departure dates 78
Oberoi Backwater 
Discovery BV16OV1 4 Days $3315 per person twin shareg Daily (01 Oct – 30 Apr) 80 – 81

SRI LANKA

TRIP NAME TOUR 
CODE DURATION VALIDITY

HIGH/
LOW 

SEASON
PER PERSON TWIN SHARE  

PRICE FROM 
DEPARTURE 

DATES PAGE

Comfortable Superior Deluxe

Classic Sri Lanka BV16BSL 15 Days 1 March 2017 – 30 Oct 2017†† L $3,180 $5,180 $6,795 Daily 6 – 7
1 Nov 2017 – 30 April 2018^^ H $3,575 $6,005 $7,530
1 May 2018 – 30 Oct 2018†† L $3,500 $5,700 $7,475

Quintessential Sri Lanka BV16QSL 11 Days 1 March 2017 – 30 Oct 2017†† L $2,370 $3,680 $5,045 Daily 8 – 9 
1 Nov 2017 – 30 April 2018^^ H $2,655 $4,355 $5,630
1 May 2018 – 30 Oct 2018†† L $2,610 $4,050 $5,550  

Sri Lanka in Style BV16SLS 14 Days 1 March 2017 – 30 Oct 2017†† L $6,765 Daily 10 – 11
1 Nov 2017 – 30 April 2018^^ H $7,245
1 May 2018 – 30 Oct 2018†† L $7,440

Backroads of Sri Lanka BV16BRSL 21 Days 1 March 2017 – 30 Oct 2017†† L $6,400 ## ## Daily 12 – 13
1 Nov 2017 – 30 April 2018^^ H $6,500 ## ##

1 May 2018 – 30 Oct 2018†† L $7,040 ## ##

Contemporary Sri Lanka BV16CSL 10 Days 1 March 2017 – 30 Oct 2017†† L $3,950 Daily 14 – 15
1 Nov 2017 – 30 April 2018^^ H $4,155
1 May 2018 – 30 Oct 2018†† L $4,295

Wildlife of Sri Lanka BV16HIW 17 Days 1 March 2017 – 30 Oct 2017†† L $9,915 Daily 16 – 17
1 Nov 2017 – 30 April 2018^^ H $11,145
1 May 2018 – 30 Oct 2018†† L $10,905

Peak season rates 
The above prices are not valid for the Christmas/New Year period and certain 
festival and peak dates. Please ask your travel agent for a detailed itinerary and 
exact prices.

Government taxes 
All prices listed include current Indian/Sri Lankan Government taxes. In the event 
of a change in the government tax or the introduction of any additional taxes, the 
prices will be adjusted accordingly.

Tour inclusions 
As a minimum all tours include the following: Private arrival and departure 
transfers, private transport with English speaking drivers for touring as outlined 
in the itinerary, English speaking local guides for sightseeing/activities where 
specified, entrance fees, meals as indicated and internal flights and train travel 
where applicable.

Not included 
International flights, travel insurance, visa fees, tipping/gratuities, camera charges 
at monuments, items of personal nature i.e. tips, laundry, optional activities not 
specified in tour itinerary, telephone calls, drinks etc.

Please contact your Travel Agent for a detailed itinerary – Further inclusions/exclusions are specified in each detailed itinerary.


